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 DISCLAIMER 
 This report was prepared as the result of work sponsored by the 

California Energy Commission. It does not necessarily represent 
the views of the Energy Commission, its employees or the State 
of California. The Energy Commission, the State of California, its 
employees, contractors and subcontractors make no warrant, 
express or implied, and assume no legal liability for the 
information in this report; nor does any party represent that the 
uses of this information will not infringe upon privately owned 
rights. This report has not been approved or disapproved by the 
California Energy Commission nor has the California Energy 
Commission passed upon the accuracy or adequacy of the 
information in this report.  

 





Abstract 
 
In order to address avian fatalities, many utilities are now checking their equipment for 
potential areas that may pose hazards for birds.  Identify-ing species of fatalities is 
important to estimate the risk to eagles, to determine the most effective type of retrofit, 
and to understand which species are found in that particular habitat.  When 
decomposed carcasses, bone pieces, feathers, or pellets are found under electrical 
structures, it can be difficult to identify the spe-cies.  This guide provides a resource for 
the identification of partial re-mains of selected avian species. 






