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THE 2009 CALENDAR

Thanks
to our

sponsors!

A special thank you to 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company

for underwriting the costs of Energy Quest
 pencils and magnets for the students. www.energyquest.ca.gov

Pacific Gas and
Electric Company

Anaheim Public 
Utilities

California Municipal 
Utilities Association 

Silicon Valley Power/
City of Santa Clara

California
Energy
Commission

Northern California 
Power Agency FPL Energy

California Independent
System Operator

Pacific Gas and Electric Company
Solar Schools Program

Sacramento Municipal 
Utility District

Southern California
Edison

Energy Quest is a comprehensive educational website focused on energy 
resources for K-12 students and teachers.  The site offers general 
information on energy, including sources, history, and efficiency, as 

well as energy in transportation, and research and discoveries in energy.

National Energy 
Education
Development Project

My gratitude goes to the student artists, teachers and sponsors
who have invested their time and talent to create the 2009 
Energy Calendar.

It is wonderful that California’s children are engaged in one of the 
most important issues of our time.  These inventive works of art 
give us a glimpse of the ideas and concerns of tomorrow’s leaders 
and show that today’s youth will help guide our Golden State as 
we work to improve our energy future.

I applaud these young artists’ innovative spirit and talent.  They 
reflect the amazing enthusiasm and potential of the next generation, 
and I hope all Californians are inspired by their dedication to energy 
conservation and our environment.

Please accept my best wishes for a promising and successful 2009.

Sincerely,

GOVERNOR
ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER
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ThinkGlobally!
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Be
Earth

Friendly

 Mom,

buy goods 

 with less 

 packaging

Conserve more . . . 
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Be a label reader.  
Buy recycled products.

Look for products made 
from recycled waste 

or post-consumer waste.

By using a fan, you can lower your utility bill and
keep cool at the same time because fans use a 
fraction of the energy used by an air conditioner.

Install a toilet dam (from hardware stores)
or plastic bottle filled with water inside your 
toilet tank.   You will save about 2 gallons of
water with every flush.  

Fashionista on a budget?
Instead of buying new
clothes, organize a clothing
swap with your friends.

Slow down.
The faster you drive,  the harder
your engine has to work to push 
through the wind.  Speeding can 
reduce fuel efficiency by up to 33%.

Bag it!
A good way to re-use brown paper 
bags is to line your trash can with 
them instead of using plastic bags.

In Winter -
Turn down your thermostat to 68 degrees. 
For every degree you lower in the 60 - 70 
degree range,  you will save up to 5% on 
your heating bill.

Don’t top off your gas tank...
spilled gas evaporates and 

adds to air pollution.

Avoid using styrofoam.  It can’t be recycled
and it’s dangerous to animals if they eat it.

Take yourself off junk mail lists: 
100 million trees are cut down each 
year to produce junk mail.

Check your refrigerator temperature. 
It should only be set between 38*- 42*F. 
Any colder will only freeze food and
waste electricity.

In the US, cars are responsible for about 
25% of greenhouse gases produced and 
20% of the world’s total.   Think twice ...  
and group your errands.

Find local harvest maps to pinpoint 
where farmers markets and locally 
grown foods are sold to the public.

Drink tap water in reusable 
containers instead of bottled 
water.   This helps to reduce 
plastic container use.

Be Energy EfficientBe Energy Efficient 7

8

9

Think
Energ

y

Let them pile up!
Run the dishwasher only with a full load, 
and also set the controls to use less water 
or a shorter drying cycle.

Help 
Energy Bob

count 
the ways
you can 

save energy.

Spark

Get
back

to basics

Get
back

to basics

gogo
greengreen
gogo
greengreen

Shine, shine, shine.
Reduce your use of household cleaners
by using microfiber cloths with water
and simple homemade cleaning products ... 
which cause less damage to the ecosystem.  

Have an energy audit done on your 
house to see where energy leaks out.   
Also have your furnace and air 
conditioner cleaned and serviced.

Use kitchen, bath and other ventilating
fans sparingly because a houseful of 
heat can be blown away in just 2 to 3 
hours if fans are left on.   Turn them off 
when the job is complete.

Slay Energy Vampires!
Unplug unused electronics. 
Even when devices are turned 
off,  they still use electricity 
if they are plugged in.

Standard light bulbs are very inefficient.   
Just 10% of the energy used produces light,  
but 90% is wasted as heat.   Believe it or 
not, incandescent bulbs can get hot enough 
to fry an egg!

DID YOU
KNOW

Why are fluorescent light bulbs better ?
Tub bath 
Shower (under 5 minutes)
Clothes washer
Dishwasher
Hand-washing dishes
House cleaning
Preparing food

  10 - 15 gallons  
8 - 12 gallons

25 - 30 gallons
11 - 16 gallons
9 - 14 gallons
3 - 8 gallons

5 gallons

A typical family uses 60 to 80 gallons 
of hot water a day.   
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Don’t place lamps or television sets near
your thermostat.  Heat from these 
appliances could make your thermostat 
turn off or on sooner.

Dust off your light bulbs and clean 
the fixture covers to get the most light
from your fixtures.

     WAYS

TO SAVE 
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Get Wild ... explore nature and all its 
wildness as much as possible.

Recycle

Recycle
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CLEANENERGY

Spark

Get active!
Every one can make a difference. 
Make serving the Earth a priority.

For more energy saving tips go to:
www.consumerenergycenter.org



Grade 5, St. Joseph of Cupertino School,  Cupertino

  I wanted to show the two major sources of energy – solar and hydroelectric energy.  
By making full use of these two sources, we can meet our energy demands and have a greener future.

Jeremy T.
Reliable Energy 

Sources
Reliable Energy 

Sources
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saturdayfridaythursdaywednesdaytuesdaymondaysunday

28 29 31

More than 25 percent of 
California's electricity is provided 

by publicly owned utilities, 
whose ratepayers and owners 

are exactly the same.  For more 
than a century, publicly owned 
utilities have invested in long-
term planning, local economic 
development, infrastructure, 
environmental research and 

development, and demand-side 
management.

 
Publicly owned utilities 

have a history of low rates 
coupled with an ongoing 

concern for the 
environment.  California's 

publicly owned utilities have 
long been leaders in renewable 

energy development and the 
efficient use of energy.

  
www.cmua.org

CALIFORNIA 
MUNICIPAL

UTILITIES ASSOCIATION
Look Closer:

California Public Power
Sets Itself Apart

anuaJ ryn  aJ ryua

5

Newpapers,  glass and 
aluminum can be recycled. . .

even food waste can be 
made into compost. 

DID YOU
KNOW ?

Recycle 11

Recycle
Jan  au ry



Grade 3, Wittmann Elementary School, Cerritos
In this picture I am trying to show and say, “Let’s use the solar, wind, and wave energy instead of the energy that pollutes.” I want 
people to know that this causes global warming.  If we keep using fuel, gasoline, etc. we will soon run out and it will pollute Earth that is why there is a 
sad face.  On the other side, using solar, waves and wind energy doesn’t pollute and will last forever – that’s why there is a happy face.  Take care of the Earth!

Won Jin A.

A Solution 
for Pollution
A Solution 
for Pollution
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Super Bowl Sunday Groundhog Day
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Washington’s Birthday

rryaa yraf urbe
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

POWER AGENCY

ur ebbr e u yrFF
The Northern California 

Power Agency was created in 
1968 to build and operate 

jointly owned electric 
generation plants, and to 
purchase and manage 

wholesale power for the benefit 
of consumers in our members’ 

communities and districts.

Because we are controlled by 
locally elected officials from 18 

communities and districts 
across Northern California, we 

are focused on providing 
reliable sources of power to our 

members at the most 
reasonable prices possible.

With the bulk of our power 
being generated by geothermal 
and hydroelectric plants, NCPA 
and its members are committed 
to maintaining and expanding 

our renewable energy 
resources to ensure stable and 
environmentally sound power 

supplies for our region’s 
growing electricity needs.
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Become
a star

by using 
Energy Star.

“ “energy

tipenergy

tip
Join millions of otherswho are using their energy wisely.
Join millions of otherswho are using their energy wisely.
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www.ncpa.com



Grade 7, Muscatel Middle School, Rosemead
I wanted to show the different ways of how technology helps us in many kinds of places to reach 
our energy needs.  The energy future of California is in our hands no matter what.

Josephine W.

Wind Turbines 
of Light

Wind Turbines 
of Light
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 WindPower isAwesomeEnergyarar

“

“

Wind 
is a

pollution-
free

energy 
source.

FPL ENERGY

FPL Energy is the largest 
owner and operator of wind and 

solar power in California and 
the United States.  We currently 

operate 15 wind projects and 
seven solar projects throughout 

the state that are capable of 
generating enough power 

for more than 200,000 
average homes. 

In addition to California, we 
operate power plants in 24 other 
states.  We believe strongly in 

clean energy to help our climate 
and more than 90 percent of the 

electricity we produce is 
generated from clean energy 

such as wind, solar and modern, 
state-of-the-art natural gas.

FPL Energy is a subsidiary of 
FPL Group, one of the nation’s 
largest providers of electricity-

related services.  For information      
about FPL Energy and its 

       commitment to renewable  
energy, please visit our website.  

www.FPLEnergy.com

16

Wind energy
is a form of solar energy ...

and is renewable!

The Power of Wind
energy
energy

fact
fact
fact
fact



Grade 6, Emory Elementary School, San Diego
I wanted to show how fluorescent bulbs save much more energy than incandescent bulbs.  They last longer than 
incandescent bulbs, and in my opinion are prettier.  We can all save energy by throwing out those energy wasting 
incandescent bulbs and start using the better energy saving fluorescent bulbs.

Remy D.

Say No to 
Incandescent
Say No to 

Incandescent
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Passover

Earth Day
Take Our Daughters &

Sons to Work Day

Easter Sunday

Global Youth 
Service Day

Good FridayPalm Sunday

National Library Week

Tax Day

Arbor Day
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Spark says ...

“

Enjoy 
the Earth

every 
single 
day.

“

saturdayfridaythursdaywednesdaymondaysunday

Apr  liA  p lri
California is a leader in clean 

renewable energy that 
establishes a new direction for 

energy use in our nation. 
The Energy Commission’s 

New Solar Homes Partnership 
(NSHP) is working with home 

builders throughout California to 
bring new, energy efficient solar 
homes to the market.  “California 
Sun Certified” homes offer high 
quality energy efficient features 
and solar panels that generate 

electricity from the sun. 

Over 33,000 Californians 
have chosen solar, and, since its 
launch in 2007, the NSHP has 
received applications to build 

more than 5,600 new energy-
efficient solar homes.  Currently, 
36 builders have enrolled in the 

NSHP and there are new 
communities opening all of the 
time.  Look for the California 

Sun Certified seal when visiting 
a new home community to 

ensure savings on your electric 
utility bills.

energy

tipenergy

tip

www.gosolarcalifornia.org

For more information visit 
our website.

 

www.energy.ca.gov
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April Fool’s Day

Be
Earth

Friendly

tuesday

Taking care
of the earth is 

both a responsibility
and a privilege.



Grade 6, Grace Christian School, Cypress
California’s energy future is full of possibilities and it is our responsibility to make those 
possibilities into reality.

Oliver C.

Plug in 
the World
Plug in 
the World
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Cinco de Mayo
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Power reliability among the 
highest in the nation.

Affordable electric rates 
25 to 45 percent below other 

Bay Area communities.

Enviable, diverse power mix with 
more than 28.5 percent eligible 

renewable power in 2007.

Investments of $6 million 
annually for customer-based, 

energy efficiency and 
renewable energy programs.

Santa Clara Green Power -
a 100 percent clean wind and 

solar power resources option for 
customers, boasting an 

8.5 percent participation rate.

Neighborhood Solar Program - 
supported by contributions from 

our business and residential 
community to help pay for solar 

power installations on local 
public facilities.

Visit us at:
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Here’s what you can expect from 
Silicon Valley Power, the City 

of Santa Clara’s municipal 
electric utility: 

tt

9: 17:t 24: 30:x

t

1:

SILICON VALLEY 
POWER & 
CITY OF 

SANTA CLARA

May Day

yMayMaMay

www.siliconvalleypower.com
252525

Almost  12%  of  California’s
 electricity  comes  from 

renewable  energy.

energy
energy

fact
fact
fact
fact

DID YOU
KNOW ?

wednesday

“

“

Make your
world a

renewable 
energy world.

RENEWABLE

E NE RG YYYY



Grade 5, Mission San Jose Elementary School, Fremont

Save the Earth.  Use renewable energy sources.  The Earth survives, we survive. 
The Earth flourishes, we flourish.

Akshaya T.

Future
 Earth with Renewable 

Energy Sources

Future
Earth with Renewable 

Energy Sources
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Get
back

to basics

Get
back

to basics PACIFIC GAS and
ELECTRIC COMPANY

PG&E is a leader in bringing the 
benefits of the California Solar 
Initiative to our customers - a 

10 year program with a goal to 
install 3,000 MW of solar power 

to California by 2017.  As a 
proud Program Administrator, 

PG&E is working collaboratively 
with other stakeholders to drive 

the development of a 
sustainable solar industry in 
California.  PG&E has more 

solar custormers than any other 
utility in the U.S.

PG&E's Solar Habitat 
Program is a partnership 
between PG&E and local 

Habitat for Humanity chapters to 
fund solar electric systems on 
newly built Habitat homes in 

northern and central California.  
The program brings solar energy 
to families with limited incomes 
and provides training to expand 
Habitat for Humanity's expertise 

with solar installations.

PG&E's Solar Schools 
Program supports public 
schools in underserved 

communities.  This initiative 
allows participating schools to 

reduce their energy costs, 
benefit the environment, and 
educate their students about 

alternative energy and 
environmental protection.

t
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tip
to 72 degreesto 72 degrees

thermostatthermostat

to get readyto get ready
for summer.for summer.

setset
youryour

“ “

Simple
changes can

make all
the 

difference. 

7

uJ eJunenJ    e

www.pge.com

Let the sun and wind
help save you energy.

un



Grade 8, Toby Johnson Middle School, Elk Grove
I tried to show that everyone can come together and help our environment.  I want to tell people that 
it isn’t as hard as you think for helping our planet and that everyone can come and work together to help 
improve the way we are living.

Samantha B.

We Can All 
Help This Planet

We Can All 
Help This Planet
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The California Independent 
System Operator Corporation 

(California ISO) ensures fair
access to California's electricity 
grid and helps "keep the lights 
on" by obtaining the last few 

megawatts needed to balance 
supply and demand.  

Going green is important to the 
California ISO.  Whether it is 

wind, solar, biomass or 
geothermal, the ISO is helping 

renewable energy gain access to 
the power grid.  This will help the 
state reach its renewable goals, 
and reduce greenhouse gasses.

The not-for-profit public-benefit
grid operator triggers the Flex 

Your Power conservation 
campaign, signaling to 

consumers when conservation is 
critical.  Conservation helps 

maintain reliability and it reduces 
electricity costs during high-

demand periods.  Future 
programs may help by putting 

load reduction on a level playing 
field with power generation.  

Partnering with consumers and 
the electricity industry, the 

California ISO is prepared to 
meet the growing electricity 
needs of the Golden State.

CALIFORNIA
INDEPENDENT SYSTEM

OPERATOR

observed

yJululyluJ
44

gogo
greengreen
gogo

greengreenJuly
“Be a 

‘GO GREEN’
savin’ 
energy 

machine.

“

www.caiso.com

Buy reusable,
Buy reusable,not disposable,
not disposable,products to save 

products to save energy and mone

energy and money. . 
$$

energy

tipenergy

tip



Grade 6, Mission Valley Elementary School, Fremont
I tried to show that there are many different, cleaner energy sources to power a city like San Francisco.  One of the most 
dependable – solar energy – can be used because it can last for millions of years.  This is also a way to develop solar panels so they are more efficient 
to the point that it can cleanly power an entire city and more.  Eventually, this would power the world along with other clean energy sources.

Mark C.
Solar PowerSolar Power
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Anaheim Public Utilities, the 
only municipal electric and water 
utility in Orange County, is proud 

to serve more than 345,000 
residents.  Our power story 

began in 1894 when Anaheim’s 
leaders seized the opportunity to 
build the first municipal electric 

utility in Southern California.

With electric rates that average 
25 percent lower than those of 
surrounding communities, we 

have helped Anaheim evolve into 
a leading regional industrial 
and manufacturing center in 

Southern California. 

We have also made a 
commitment to the efficient use 

of clean, renewable energy.

For information about Anaheim 
Public Utilities’ energy-saving 
and renewable programs, visit 

our website at
www.anaheim.net

click on Public Utilities, then 
Advantage Services.  

Au     ustust
ANAHEIM PUBLIC

UTILITIES

2 3 4

gAugust
Go Solar . . .

Think
Globally!

ThinkThink
Globally!Globally!

The earth receives more energy 
from the sun in just one hour 

than the world uses in a whole year.

Go Solar . . .
“

energy
energy

fact
fact
fact
fact

Solar Energy 
Awareness Month

The sun
is the

source 
for all
energy.

“



Grade 7, Joaquin Miller Middle School, San Jose 
In my artwork, I tried to show the many different ways the people of California could help the air/environment and save energy.  
The Earth’s climate is getting worse and worse, and burning fossil fuels and wasting energy isn’t helping.  Everybody in California should try 
to use renewable, environmentally-friendly energy and try to conserve that energy.  There are so many easy ways to do it, and they all have their 
benefits.  Anyone can (and should) do it.

Benjamin C.

Towering GreenTowering Green
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www.pge.com/solarschools

Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company (PG&E) and the 

NEED Project are pleased to 
partner on the PG&E Solar 

Schools Program.  This program 
helps schools in the PG&E 

service area access resources to 
enhance the classroom 

experience, teach students about 
solar power, and receive the 

training necessary to teach about 
solar energy in the classroom. 

 
PG&E, in partnership with NEED 

and the Foundation for 
Environmental Education, has 
developed a program that assists 
local public schools with energy 
resources and science project 

grants, and supports local 
teachers with specialized 

curricula - all at no cost to the 
school. 

 
The program includes 

installations of solar generation 
systems for educational use, 
solar curricula and training 

provided by NEED, and Bright 
Ideas Grants of $2,500 and 

$5,000 for local schools.  

For more information visit our 
website.

 

PACIFIC GAS and
ELECTRIC COMPANY-

SOLAR SCHOOLS 
PROGRAM
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Walk, bike, car pool or take public transit to save energy. 

“
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Grade 3, Elliott Ranch Elementary School, Elk Grove
My artwork is trying to tell people in California to change the standard bulbs in their homes for compact 
fluorescent light bulbs.  Compact fluorescent light bulbs save money, use less energy, last longer and help 
the environment.

Daniel R.
Change a Light, 
Change the World
Change a Light, 
Change the World
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www.smud.org

SMUD, Sacramento's 
customer-owned electric service, 
offers a choice of programs and 

services to help you save money, 
use energy more efficiently and 

reduce your environmental 
impact.  Together, we can help 
build a healthier environment 

for our families, our community, 
our future. 

CFLs are
a bright

idea.
“ “

Change 
a light,

change 
the world.

Make the
change to

compact fluorescent 
light bulbs 

to save energy.
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Grade 4, St. Catherine of Siena, Burlingame
You conserve energy at home by being conscientious of the use of energy in every way. 
I want people to know that conservation is the key to California’s energy future.

Maddy S.
Save EnergySave Energy
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An EDISON INTERNATIONAL   Company
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www.sce.com

Southern California Edison, 
a subsidiary of Edison 

International, is one of the 
nation's largest investor-owned 

electric utilities, serving 
12 million people within a 
50,000 square-mile area 
in central, coastal and 
southern California.  

Based in Rosemead, California,
the utility is a recognized leader 

in cutting-edge research and 
technology and has provided 
reliable electrical service in its 
region for more than a century.

For more information visit our
website at
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Grade 8, Bret Harte Middle School, Campbell
I was trying to show how we can get energy from nature.  If we try to save more energy and try to use 
the energy from nature, our Earth would be a lot happier.

Rachel M.

What Makes the
Earth Smile

What Makes the
Earth Smile

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Artwork_December1.pdf   11/4/2008   1:57:51 PM



3 5 7 8 9
10 12 13 14 15 16
17 23
24

2

18

january
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

2010

4

25

11
20 21

6

26 27 28
22

6
8 10 12 13 14
15 17 18 19 20 21
22 24 27 28
29

7

23

november
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

2009
5

9

30

16

1 3 42

25
29 30

31

New Year’s Eve

fridaythursdaywednesdaytuesdaymonday

Hanukkah Begins

23

1713 14

21

11

18 19

22

15

86 12

5

26

Winter Solstice

2827

42 3

International Volunteer 
Day

Christmas Day

24

9

29 31
Kwanzaa

Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance Day

1

10

30

20

16

c   rbe em eD
saturday

The NEED Project is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit education association 

dedicated to promoting a realistic 
understanding of the scientific, 
economic and environmental 

impacts of energy, so that 
students and teachers can make 

educated decisions. 
 

The NEED program includes 
curriculum materials, 

professional development, 
evaluation tools, and recognition. 

NEED teaches the scientific 
concepts of energy and provides 

objective information about 
energy sources - their use and 
impacts on the environment, 

the economy and society.  
The program also includes 

information to educate students 
about energy efficiency and 

conservation, and tools to help 
educators, energy managers 
and consumers to use energy 
wisely.  NEED is proud to be 

Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E)   
Company's partner for the 

PG&E Solar Schools Program 
and ConocoPhillips’ partner 

in their national energy 
education programming.

 

  

NATIONAL ENERGY
EDUCATION

DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECT

www.need.org

c   rbem eDeD Be Energy 
Efficient

Be Energy 
Efficient

save energy

sunday

c   rbe em e
energy

tipenergy

tip

2525

Brighten
your 

holidays
the

LED lights
way.

“ “

Be energy savvy to save money & energy.
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Natural
Energy

Lauren F. - Grade 7, Resurrection School, Sunnyvale
“I was trying to show what we could use for energy besides gas 
and coal.  I also feel that people should be more careful of what 
they do to the environment because whatever they do, our 
generation, and generations after us, will have to 
live with it.”

Sun’s
Support

Blue Power
Helps the

World

Cindy L. - Grade 7, Muscatel Middle School, Rosemead
“I was trying to show how the sun, shown as a goddess, 
can help the Earth.  I want people to know that they should 
conserve energy for California’s future.  We should care 
for the sun as the sun cares for us.”

Lydia S. - Grade 5, Regnart Elementary School, Cupertino
“In my artwork, the tree symbolizes nature, and the lightbulbs
stand for energy.  I think we need to find energy that cannot 
make pollution.  I believe the best energy source comes from 
the sun, wind, and water.  We cannot survive without energy, 
but we must put the environment into mind too.”

Space
Puzzle

Tyler R. - Grade 4, Coyote Valley Elementary School, 
Middletown
“My picture shows that the world is like a puzzle and we still 
have discoveries to make and we will get there by using 
less energy and less non-renewable resources and by 
using solar panels.”
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        Have 
      a fun 

    year
saving 
energy.

Visit our 
award-winning
kids’ website at

www.energyquest.ca.gov
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