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I, Michael D. McGuirt, declare as follows: 
 

1. I am presently employed by The California Energy Commission in the Siting, 
Transmission, and Environmental Protection Division as a Planner II. 

 
2. A copy of my professional qualifications and experience is attached hereto and 

incorporated by reference herein. 
 
3. I prepared the staff testimony on Cultural Resources, for the Ivanpah Solar Energy 

Generating System project, based on my independent analysis of the Application for 
Certification and supplements thereto, data from reliable documents and sources, 
and my professional experience and knowledge. 

 
4. It is my professional opinion that the prepared testimony is valid and accurate with 

respect to the issues addressed therein. 
 
5. I am personally familiar with the facts and conclusions related in the testimony and if 

called as a witness could testify competently thereto. 
 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 
 
 
 
 
 
Dated: September 2, 2009      Signed:      
 
At: _Sacramento, California_______ 
 



MICHAEL D. MCGUIRT, MA, RPA 
 
SUMMARY OF PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Fifteen years of professional academic and cultural resources management experience in 
western North America, Hawai’i, Central America, and Eastern Europe. Former regulator 
and present planner with expert knowledge of Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA). Thorough knowledge of the California Environmental 
Quality Act of 1970, Section 110 of the NHPA, and the US Army Corps of Engineers’ 
Appendix C. Working knowledge of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, Native 
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990, and the Archaeological 
Resources Protection Act of 1979. Expert in developing and coordinating historic 
preservation solutions that comply with complex Federal, state, and local regulatory 
environments for large energy, transportation, and telecommunications projects. Expert 
technical skills in geoarchaeology, mapping and spatial analysis, archaeological survey and 
excavation, and material culture analysis. 
 
EDUCATION 

MASTER OF ARTS, Anthropology, University of Texas at Austin 
May 1996 
 
BACHELOR OF ARTS, Anthropology and Archaeological Studies, University of Texas at Austin 
December 1990 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

Register of Professional Archaeologists 
Society for American Archaeology 
Society for California Archaeology 
National Trust for Historic Preservation 
California Preservation Foundation 
 
HONORARY AFFILIATIONS 

Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi 
 
RECENT PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT 

ENERGY PLANNER II, California Energy Commission, Sacramento, California 
November 2007 to present 

Develop environmental impact analyses of the potential effects that the construction and 
operation of proposed thermal power plants may have on significant cultural resources. 
Apply applicable Federal, State, and local statutes and regulations, as they relate to the 
consideration of cultural resources. Design and execute cultural resource impact 
analyses that are appropriate to the specific regulatory context for each proposed 
project. Gather and evaluate information on projects and on cultural resources in project 
areas. Develop and maintain agency and public relationships to acquire the most useful 
data and to elicit input in the development of California Energy Commission conditions 



of certification. Succinctly convey, orally in different public forums and in different written 
technical formats, the results of cultural resource impact analyses and proposed 
conditions of certifications meant to mitigate adverse impacts to significant cultural 
resources. Periodic reviews of licensees’ actions to ensure compliance with extant 
conditions of certification. Oversight of consultants’ who are preparing cultural resource 
impact analyses. 
 

ASSOCIATE STATE ARCHAEOLOGIST, Office of Historic Preservation, California Department of 
Parks and Recreation (California State Parks), Sacramento, California 
May 2001 to November 2007 

Regulator, in the California Office of Historic Preservation (OHP), of the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation's (Advisory Council) process implementing Section 106 
of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). Conducted among the most complex 
Section 106 reviews, and participated in, and often guided, the consultations of which 
those reviews were a part. Formally advised other OHP units and the California State 
Historical Resources Commission on the appropriate disposition and treatment of 
archaeological resources in the context of other State and Federal historic preservation 
programs that OHP either administers or in which OHP participates. Worked out of 
class for two consecutive, six-month terms as a Senior State Archeologist, from 
December 2004 through December 2005, supervising the Project Review Unit for the 
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO). As the Acting Chief of Project Review, 
managed and trained a staff of eight professionals and one clerical assistant to conduct, 
on behalf of the SHPO, the review of all Federal agency actions in the State of 
California under 36 CFR Part 800, the Advisory Council's Section 106 regulation. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIALIST III, Jones & Stokes, Sacramento, California 
February 1999 to May 2001 

Designed, conducted, and managed short- and long-term archaeological projects in 
California, Nevada, and New Mexico to comply with Sections 106 and 110 of the NHPA. 
Prepared proposals. Assisted with client contract negotiations. Conducted 
archaeological record searches and archival research. Directed Phase I pedestrian 
inventory surveys and test excavations for Phase II evaluations. Analyzed material 
culture assemblages. Prepared technical reports and regulatory compliance documents 
including National Register property and district evaluations, and monitoring and 
discovery plans. Represented clients in consultations with federal and state agencies, 
and coordinated and managed clients’ compliance with federal cultural resource 
regulations and the cultural resource regulations of California, Nevada, and New 
Mexico. 
 

ASSISTANT ANTHROPOLOGIST, Bernice Pauahi Bishop Museum, Honolulu, Hawai`i 
August 1996 to June 1998 

Assisted with archaeological project design, preparation of proposals, and client 
contract negotiations, directed Phase I pedestrian inventory surveys, test excavations 
for Phase I subsurface inventory surveys, test excavations for property evaluations, and 
data recovery excavations, and assisted with preparation of technical reports on short-
term cultural resource management contracts. Analyzed field records, prepared site 



reports and synthetic report chapters, and analyzed and prepared reports on lithic 
assemblages for Phases I–III of a long-term federal highway project (Interstate Route 
H–3). Conducted research in Hawaiian archaeology, and delivered public and 
professional presentations of that research. Advised on the integration of 
geoarchaeological methods and techniques into cultural resource management field 
efforts, and on geoarchaeological interpretations of extant field records, and designed 
and conducted geoarchaeological components of fieldwork for short–term cultural 
resource management contracts. 

 
RECENT PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
CULTURAL RESOURCE AND ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 

Successful CEQA Compliance: An Intensive Two-Day Seminar 
Sacramento, California, University of California, Davis, Continuing and Professional 
Education, Terry Rivasplata and Maggie Townsley 
June 2009 
ACHP - FHWA Advanced Seminar: Reaching Successful Outcomes in Section 106 
Review 
Vancouver, Washington, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, Don Klima and 
Carol Legard; Federal Highway Administration, Mary Ann Naber 
October 2007 
NEPA Compliance and Cultural Resources 
Portland, Oregon, National Preservation Institute, Joe Trnka 
October 2007 
Section 106: How to Negotiate and Write Agreements 
Sacramento, California, National Preservation Institute, Claudia Nissley 
November 2004 
Consultation with Indian Tribes on Cultural Resource Issues 
Sacramento, California, National Preservation Institute, Thomas F. King and Reba 
Fuller 
September 2003 
Section 106: How to Negotiate and Write Agreements 
The Presidio, San Francisco, California, National Preservation Institute, Thomas F. King 
May 2002 
Introduction to CEQA 
Sacramento, California, University of California, Davis, Continuing and Professional 
Education, Ken Bogdan and Terry Rivasplata 
July 2000 

 

TECHNICAL ARCHAEOLOGY 
Introduction to Historic Site Survey, Preliminary Evaluation, and Artifact ID 
West Sacramento, California, California Department of Transportation, Julia Huddleson, 
Anmarie Medin, Judy Tordoff, and Kimberly Wooten; California Department of Parks 
and Recreation, Glenn Farris, Larry Felton, and Pete Schulz 
September 2006 



Principles of Geoarchaeology for Transportation Projects (Course No. 100246) 
Sacramento, California, California Department of Transportation, Graham Dalldorf, 
Glenn Gmoser, Jack Meyer, Stephen Norwick, Adrian Praetzellis, and William Silva 
October 2006 

 

 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

GIS: Practical Applications for Cultural Resource Projects 
Sacramento, California, National Preservation Institute, Deidre McCarthy 
September 2006 

 
RECENT PAPERS AND REPORTS 

BASTIAN, BEVERLY E. AND MICHAEL D. MCGUIRT 
2009 Cultural Resources.  In Final Staff Assessment, Canyon Power Plant, Application 
for Certification (07-AFC-9), Orange County (CEC-700-2009-008-FSA, September 2009), 
edited by Siting, Transmission and Environmental Protection Division, California Energy 
Commission, pp. 4.3-1–4.3-51.  Siting, Transmission and Environmental Protection 
Division, California Energy Commission, Sacramento. On file with the California Energy 
Commission, Sacramento. 
 
BLOSSER, AMANDA, MICHAEL D. MCGUIRT, AND BEVERLY E. BASTIAN 
2008 Cultural Resources.  In Staff Assessment, Orange Grove Project, Application for 
Certification (08-AFC-4), San Diego County (CEC-700-2008-009, November 2008), edited 
by Siting, Transmission and Environmental Protection Division, California Energy 
Commission, pp. 4.3-1–4.3-43.  Siting, Transmission and Environmental Protection 
Division, California Energy Commission, Sacramento.  On file with the California Energy 
Commission, Sacramento. 
 
DARCANGELO, JENNIFER, JOHN SHARP, MICHAEL D. MCGUIRT, ANDREA GALVIN, AND CLARENCE 
CAESAR 
2004 Section 106 for Experienced Practitioners: Consulting with the California 
SHPO (GEV4111).  Course taught on 8 September 2004 in Oakland to California 
Department of Transportation cultural resources personnel and private sector cultural 
resource consultants (8 hours). 
 
DARCANGELO, JENNIFER, JOHN SHARP, MICHAEL D. MCGUIRT, AND ANDREA GALVIN 
2005 How to Consult with the California SHPO.  Workshop presented on 23 April 
2005 at the 39th Annual Meeting of the Society for California Archaeology, Sacramento, 
California (6 hours). 
 
JONES & STOKES 
1999a Cultural Resource Inventory Report for Williams Communications, Inc. 
Fiber Optic Cable System Installation Project, Wendover, Nevada to the California 
State Line.  Volume 1: Draft Report.  July. (JSA 98-358.)  Sacramento, California.  
Prepared for Williams Communications, Inc., Tulsa, Oklahoma. 



 
1999b Cultural Resources Report for the Williams Communications, Inc.  
Interstate 80 Fiber Optic Cable System Installation Project.  Volume I.  September.  
(JSA 98-358.)  Submitted to Williams Communications, Inc., Tulsa, Oklahoma.  On file 
with the State Historic Preservation Office, Carson City, Nevada. 
 
1999c Archaeological Site Avoidance and Monitoring Plans for Williams 
Communications’ Fiber Optic Cable Installation In the Union Pacific Railroad Right-
of-Way, Doña Ana County to Hidalgo County, New Mexico.  October.  (JSA98-379.)  
Sacramento, California.  Prepared for Williams Communications, Inc., Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
 
2001 Final Phase II Cultural Resource Evaluation for the Kramer Mining District, 
Edwards AFB, Kern and San Bernardino Counties, California.  Volume I.  November.  
Sacramento, California.  On file with the Base Historic Preservation Officer, Edwards AFB, 
California. 
 
LEBO, SUSAN A. AND MICHAEL D. MCGUIRT 
1997 Geoarchaeology at 800 Nuuanu: Archaeological Inventory Survey of Site 50-
80-14-5496 (TMK1-7-02:02), Honolulu, Hawai`i.  Department of Anthropology, Bishop 
Museum, Honolulu.  (100 pp.)  Submitted to Bank of Hawaii, Honolulu.  On file with the 
State Historic Preservation Division, Honolulu. 
 
1998a Assessments of Stone Architecture: a Case Study from North Hālawa Valley, 
O`ahu.  Paper presented at the 11th Annual Hawaiian Archaeology Conference of the 
Society for Hawaiian Archaeology, Kailua-Kona, Hawai`i. 
 
1998b Pili Grass, Wood Frame, Brick, and Concrete: Archaeology at 800 Nuuanu.  
Department of Anthropology, Bishop Museum, Honolulu.  (142 pp.)  Submitted to Bank of 
Hawaii, Honolulu.  On file with the State Historic Preservation Division, Honolulu. 
 
LENNSTROM, HEIDI A., P. CHRISTIAAN KLIEGER, MICHAEL D. MCGUIRT, AND SUSAN A. LEBO 
1997 Archaeological Reconnaissance of Pouhala Marsh, `Ewa District, O`ahu.  
Department of Anthropology, Bishop Museum, Honolulu.  (14 pp.)  Submitted to Ducks 
Unlimited, Inc., Rancho Cordova, California.  On file with the State Historic Preservation 
Division, Honolulu. 
 
MCGUIRT, MICHAEL D. 
1996 The Geoarchaeology and Palynology of an Early Formative Pithouse Village 
in West-Central New Mexico.  Unpublished M.A. thesis, Department of Anthropology, 
University of Texas at Austin. 
 
1998 50-80-10-2010, 50-80-10-2016, 50-80-10-2088, and 50-80-10-2134.  In Activities 
and Settlement in an Upper Valley: Data Recovery and Monitoring Archaeology in North 
Hālawa Valley, O`ahu, vols. 2a and 2b, edited by Department of Anthropology, Bishop 
Museum, pp. 1–3, 1–44, 1–5, and 1–46.  Department of Anthropology, Bishop Museum, 



Honolulu.  Submitted to State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Honolulu.  On file 
with the State Historic Preservation Division, Honolulu. 
 
2002 Committee Reports, OHP Liaison.  SCA Newsletter 36(3):4–5. 

2004 Committee Reports, OHP Liaison.  SCA Newsletter 38(2):7, 38(3):6–8. 

2006 Preservation Archaeology.  In California Statewide Historic Preservation Plan: 
2006–2010, edited by Marie Nelson, pp. 8–15.  California Department of Parks and 
Recreation’s Office of Historic Preservation, Sacramento.  Submitted to the National Park 
Service, Washington, D.C.  On file at the California Office of Historic Preservation, 
Sacramento. 
 
2008 Dealing with Multi-element Cultural Resources under Section 106.  In Historic 
Properties Are More Than Meets the Eye: Dealing with Historical Archaeological Resources 
under the Regulatory Context of Section 106 and CEQA.  Session presented on 25 April 
2008 at the 33rd Annual California Preservation Conference of the California Preservation 
Foundation in Napa, California, moderated by Michelle Messinger and Michael D. McGuirt 
(1 1/2 hours). 
 
MCGUIRT, MICHAEL D., AMANDA BLOSSER, AND BEVERLY E. BASTIAN 
2009 Cultural Resources.  In Final Staff Assessment, Beacon Solar Energy Project, 
Application for Certification (08-AFC-2), Kern County (CEC-700-2009-005-FSA, August 
2009), edited by Siting, Transmission and Environmental Protection Division, California 
Energy Commission, pp. 4.3-1–4.3-131.  Siting, Transmission and Environmental 
Protection Division, California Energy Commission, Sacramento.  On file with the California 
Energy Commission, Sacramento. 
 
MCGUIRT, MICHAEL D. AND LESLIE H. HARTZELL 
1997 50-80-10-2139 and 50-80-10-2459.  In Imu, Adzes, and Upland Agriculture: 
Inventory Survey Archaeology in North Hālawa Valley, O`ahu, vols. 2c and 2d, edited by 
Department of Anthropology, Bishop Museum, pp. 1–17 and 1–5.  Department of 
Anthropology, Bishop Museum, Honolulu.  Submitted to State of Hawaii, Department of 
Transportation, Honolulu.  On file with the State Historic Preservation Division, Honolulu. 
 
1998 Chapter 1: Introduction.  In Activities and Settlement in an Upper Valley: Data 
Recovery and Monitoring Archaeology in North Hālawa Valley, O`ahu, vol. 1, edited by 
Department of Anthropology, Bishop Museum, pp. 1–14.  Department of Anthropology, 
Bishop Museum, Honolulu.  Submitted to State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, 
Honolulu.  On file with the State Historic Preservation Division, Honolulu. 
 
MCGUIRT, MICHAEL D. AND SHANNON P. MACPHERRON 
1998 50-80-10-2137.  In Activities and Settlement in an Upper Valley: Data Recovery 
and Monitoring Archaeology in North Hālawa Valley, O`ahu, vol. 2b, edited by Department 
of Anthropology, Bishop Museum, pp. 1–86.  Department of Anthropology, Bishop 



Museum, Honolulu.  Submitted to State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Honolulu.  
On file with the State Historic Preservation Division, Honolulu. 
 
MCGUIRT, MICHAEL AND SARAH C. MURRAY 
2008 Cultural Resources.  In Preliminary Staff Assessment, Ivanpah Solar Electric 
Generating System, Application for Certification (07-AFC-5), San Bernardino County (CEC-
700-2008-013-PSA, December 2008), edited by Siting, Transmission and Environmental 
Protection Division, California Energy Commission, pp. 5.3-1–5.3-73.  Siting, Transmission 
and Environmental Protection Division, California Energy Commission, Sacramento.  On 
file with the California Energy Commission, Sacramento. 
 
MCGUIRT, MICHAEL D. AND DEBORAH I. OLSZEWSKI 
1997 50-80-10-2256.  In Imu, Adzes, and Upland Agriculture: Inventory Survey 
Archaeology in North Hālawa Valley, O`ahu, vol. 2d, edited by Department of Anthropology, 
Bishop Museum, pp. 1–9.  Department of Anthropology, Bishop Museum, Honolulu.  
Submitted to State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, Honolulu.  On file with the 
State Historic Preservation Division, Honolulu. 
 
MIKESELL, STEPHEN, MICHAEL MCGUIRT, AND TRISH FERNANDEZ 
2007 Introduction to the White Papers in State Historical Resources Commission 
Archaeology Committee White Papers.  SCA Newsletter 41(1):18–21. 
 
SHARP, JOHN, MICHAEL D. MCGUIRT, JENNIFER DARCANGELO, AND ANDREA GALVIN 
2004 How to Consult with the California SHPO.  Workshop presented on 18 March 
2004 at the 38th Annual Meeting of the Society for California Archaeology, Riverside, 
California (4 hours). 
 


