SAMPLE MESSAGING

Solar is important to our community.

As part of Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger’s $3.3 billion California Solar Initiative, California has set a goal to create 3,000 megawatts of new, solar-produced electricity, while the Solar Water Heating and Efficiency Act of 2007 set a goal to install 200,000 solar water heating systems by the end of 2016 – moving the state toward a cleaner energy future and helping lower the cost of solar electric systems for consumers. We want our community to be a leader in preserving the environment by using fewer natural resources and producing less greenhouse gasses than other communities. We are embracing the New Solar Homes Partnership (NSHP) in our community; and we are providing a bevy of resources to facilitate solar installation for new home builders.

Our local programs are important, and are an important step towards bringing renewable energy to our communities.

Through our effort to protect the environment and the quality of life for our residents, we are encouraging homeowners and developers to build using environmentally sound practices. To support this process, we have established incentive programs, policies, ordinances, and guidelines to promote green sustainable building practices.

The state’s programs are valuable and builders should use them.

In addition to the local resources we are offering, the NSHP provides financial incentives and other support to builders for installing eligible solar photovoltaic (PV) systems on new residential buildings that receive electricity from investor-owned utilities. Along with the financial incentives, the NSHP will provide non-financial support services, offering marketing and technical assistance to builders, and training to building officials and salespeople. Participating builders report that new solar homes sell twice as fast as their competitors who do not offer energy efficient solar homes to consumers, making this a winning program for the builder, the consumer and our environment.
