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About the CPUC
• Regulates privately owned 
telecommunications, electric, natural gas, 
water, railroad, rail transit and passenger 
transportation companies

• Five Governor-appointed 
Commissioners serve staggered 
six-year terms

•Major CPUC Energy Goals for next 5 years:
- Reduce per capita energy use through 
efficiency and conservation 
- Ensure energy resources to meet demand 
- Promote renewable power 
- Decrease the impacts of California energy 
services on global warming

Michael R. Peevey

Dian M. Grueneich

John A. Bohn

Timothy Alan Simon

Nancy E. Ryan
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CPUC Alternative-Fueled Vehicle 
Rulemaking status

• May 2009: Issued comprehensive staff white paper
• August 2009: Issued Order Instituting Rulemaking.
• October 2009 Senate Bill 626 (Kehoe)
• January 2010: Phase I Scoping Memo:

– March 16 2010: Joint Agency Home Charging Workshop
• June 24 2010: SDG&E TOU EV rate pilot approved
• July 29 2010: D. 10-07-044

– Concludes legislature did not intend the Commission to 
regulate charging providers as public utilities

• Fall 2010: Phase II workshops
– Utility Role– metering and boundary
– Revenue allocation and rate design

• February 2011: Target Phase 2 Decision
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D. 10-07-044 Conclusions
• Leg. did not intend that ownership or operation of a facility that sells EV charging 

services to the public does not make the person/corporation a public utility - PU C. 
S 216 & S 218

• PU Code S 740.2 grants the PUC authority to develop rules to avoid adverse grid 
impacts and to attain GHG and Renewable goals

• Policy Context: Widespread use of PEVs complements CA efforts to reduce GHG, 
integrate intermittent renewables, reduce petroleum consumption

• Applicable PUC Authority:
– Procurement authority 
– Notification and Application requirements for new service
– Tariff terms of service / Interconnection Rules

• Electric vehicle charging service provider will generally be an end-use customer
– Net costs (Impacts and benefits) recovered via D,T (potentially G) cost component of tariff (PU Code 

S 454)
– Charges can include volumetric (kwh), demand (based on time), and fixed charges
– If IOU provides electric vehicle charging services, provision of such services will not affect the utility’s 

status
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The Utility Role in Supporting
Plug-In Electric Vehicle Charging

•Do some metering arrangements 
better encourage (or discourage) 
technology changes or market 
developments?

•What utility role issues should be 
prioritized in order to minimize 
stranded costs as industry evolves?

•Questions



6

Revenue Allocation and Rate Design -
Facilitating PEV integration

• Are existing PEV rates scalable?
• EVSP rate treatment?
• Should PEV residential rates be opt-in, non-tiered rates?
• Should residential PEV include fixed demand charges?

•Questions
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Smart Grid Overlap Issues
• Direct Charging Management Incentives
• Potential Value Streams 

» Customer: Distribution cost avoidance (Staggered 
charging)

» Utility: Wholesale energy price stability (Off-peak bid)
» Society: Renewable integration (Dynamic load asset)

• Potential Regulatory Considerations
» Are direct charging incentives a priority issue?
» Are utility DR programs sufficient to accommodate PEVs?
» NIST Standards adoption
» Risk: Customer acceptance / override
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Where to Get Further Information

CPUC Alternative‐Fueled Vehicle webpage:
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/afv

Andy Campbell
Advisor to Commissioner Ryan

Phone: (415) 703-2501
Email: agc@cpuc.ca.gov

Matthew Crosby
Analyst, Energy Division 

Climate Strategies
Phone: (415) 703-2692

Email: mc4@cpuc.ca.gov

http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/afv/a
mailto:agc@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:mc4@cpuc.ca.gov
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