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The Committee hereby submits its Presiding Member's Proposed Decision for the 
Abengoa Mojave Solar Project (Docket Number 09-AFC-5).  We have prepared this 
document pursuant to the requirements set forth in the Commission's regulations.   
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The Committee recommends that the Application for Certification be approved, subject 
to the Conditions of Certification set forth herein, and that the Energy Commission grant 
the Project Owner a license to construct and operate the Project.   
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	Winds and temperature gradients will not likely intensify power plant noise significantly at nearby noise-sensitive receptors, due to the receptors’ locations relative to the power plant and the prevailing wind direction.  To ensure this, Condition of Certification NOISE-4 requires that the power plant’s noise level be measured at these receptors during a windy day.  Therefore, noise impacts related to wind will be less than significant. (Exs. 1, p. 5.8-40, 301, p. 5.6-12.)
	Tonal Noises.  Tonal noises are individual sounds (such as pure tones) which, while not louder than permissible levels, stand out in sound quality.  The Applicant plans to address overall noise in project design, and to take appropriate measures, as needed, to eliminate tonal noises as possible sources of annoyance.  To ensure that tonal noises do not cause public annoyance, Condition of Certification NOISE4 will require mitigation measures, if necessary, to prevent project-related tonal noises.  Therefore, impacts related to tonal noises will be less than significant. (Exs. 1, pp. 5.8-39 – 5.8-41, 301, p. 5.6-12.)
	Linear Facilities.  All water pipes and gas pipes will be underground and therefore silent during plant operation.  Noise effects from electrical interconnection lines typically do not extend beyond the lines’ right-of-way easements and will be inaudible to receptors. Thus, noise impacts related to linear facilities will be less than significant. (Exs. 1, p. 5.8-39, 301, p. 5.6-12.)
	Vibration.  The operating components of a simple cycle power plant consist of high-speed gas turbines, compressors, and various pumps.  All of these pieces of equipment must be carefully balanced in order to operate; permanent vibration sensors are attached to the turbines and generators.  Experience with numerous previous projects employing similar equipment indicates that ground-borne vibration from the AMS project will be undetectable by any likely receptor, and related impacts will be insignificant.  (Ex. 301, pp. 5.6-12 - 5.6-13.)
	Worker Exposure to Noise.  The project will include measures to protect operating and maintenance workers from noise hazards.  Signs will be posted in areas of the plant with noise levels exceeding 85 dBA (the level that OSHA recognizes as a threat to workers’ hearing), and hearing protection will be required and provided.  (Ex. 301, p. 5.6-13.)In addition, Condition of Certification NOISE-5 will ensure that plant operation and maintenance workers are adequately protected.  Therefore, impacts related to worker exposure to noise will be less than significant. 
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	 Major Equipment Installation. This includes larger equipment installation, assembly of solar field components in the onsite SCA assembly buildings and their installation on foundations.
	The evidence shows that existing visual quality in this location is compromised by the existing SEGS VIII and IX facilities and lacking in vivid, scenic features. The number of viewers at this location is extremely low and observation of wildlife in the wetlands to the east (away from the project site) is the principal reason for visitors to come to this location.  For these reasons, viewer concern with scenic quality is not considered to be primary, and the change in visual character due to the project, though adverse, will not substantially affect the wildlife observation of viewers. As a result, project impacts to views are adverse but less than significant at KOPs-6 and -7. (Exs. 1, pp. 5.15-46 – 5.15-48, 301, pp. 5.12-21 -  5.12-23.)
	The severity of the impacts created by the project’s visible water vapor plumes depends on several factors, including the duration, and physical size of the plumes, the sensitivity of the viewers who will see the plumes, the distance between the plumes and the viewers, the visual quality of the existing viewshed, and whether any scenic landscape features will be blocked by the plumes. 
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