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AB 1900 Proceeding Update

California Public Utilities Commission
May 31, 2013



AB 1900 Rulemaking 13-02-008
• In response to AB 1900 (Gatto, 2012), Commission opened R. 13-02-008
• Commissioner’s Scoping Memo, May 2, 2013:

– Standards and requirements for constituents that may be found in 
biomethane

– Monitoring, testing, reporting, and recordkeeping requirements 
– Process to review and update the biomethane standards and 

monitoring, testing, reporting, and recordkeeping requirements 
– Tariff requirements that ensure non-discriminatory open access to a gas 

company’s gas pipeline system 
– Other enforcement tools are necessary to ensure compliance with 

Commission-adopted standards, requirements, and rules
– The Commission shall give due deference to the determinations of the 

CARB/OEHHA for biomethane standards and requirements as it relates 
to human health and safety and the monitoring, testing, reporting, and 
recordkeeping requirements for biogas
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Additional Issues
• Identifying the cost associated with meeting the Commission-adopted 

standards and requirements will be addressed in the AB 1900 proceeding 
(R.13-02-008)

– To be addressed after rules and standards are adopted

• Biomethane promotion, as required by AB 1900, remains in the RPS 
proceeding (R.11-05-005)

– Policy issue of whether some or all of the costs of complying with the adopted 
biomethane standards and requirements should be subsidized by customers of 
the gas utilities, is an issue that belongs in the RPS proceeding (R.11-05-005)

• Solutions regarding impediments that limit biomethane procurement are 
issues within the purview of the Energy Commission. 
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Key Dates
March 27: Prehearing conference
March/May: Workshops 1 and 2 - ARB/OEHHA methodology and 

preliminary results
May 15: ARB/OEHHA report due and delivered
June 4: Workshop 3: Pipeline safety and integrity
July 8: Supplemental testimony

- address recommendations in ARB/OEHHA report
- utilities to include pro forma tariffs

August 5: Rebuttal testimony
August 19-22: Evidentiary hearings as needed
December: Decision adopted by the Commission
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Prehearing Conference March 27, 2013

Workshop 1 – ARB/OEHHA preliminary findings (San Francisco) March 27, 2013

Workshop 2 – ARB/OEHHA preliminary findings (Sacramento) May 2, 2013

CARB and OEHHA report due.  May 15, 2013

Workshop 3 – Pipeline Safety (San Francisco) June 4, 2013, 12:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Supplemental testimony to be served regarding CARB and OEHHA 
results, and whether evidentiary hearings needed.

June 7, 2013  July 8, 2013

Ruling to issue on whether evidentiary hearings will take place.  Mid‐June 2013  Late‐July 2013

Concurrent rebuttal testimony to be served. July 1, 2013   August 5, 2013

Evidentiary hearings to be held, if needed, at the CPUC, 505 Van Ness 
Avenue, San Francisco. 

August 19, 2013 at 10:00 a.m., and each weekday 
through August 22, 2013, as needed

Opening briefs to be filed, including request for oral argument, if 
requested.

To be decided

Reply briefs to be filed, and projected submission date. To be decided

Proposed decision issued. Within 90 days of filing of reply briefs

Comments and reply comments on proposed decision. In accordance with Rule 14.3 of the Commission’s 
Rules of Practice and Procedure

Decision adopted by the Commission if evidentiary hearings held. Approximately December 2013 

Issuance of ruling regarding procedural schedule to address cost issues 
of complying with Commission‐adopted standards and requirements.

Late summer or early fall 2013

Proposed decision issued on cost issues. To be decided

Decision adopted by the Commission on cost issues. First quarter of 2014

AB 1900 Proceeding Schedule 
(Updated by ALJ Email Ruling, May 17, 2013)



For more information:
Service list for CPUC Proceeding R.13-02-008: 
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/service_lists/

Sign up via the form at: 
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/forms/service_list_addition_change.pdf
(send the information requested on that form to the email address in that form—
no need to fax or snail-mail)

Staff contact:
Franz Cheng, Analyst, Energy Division, franz.cheng@cpuc.ca.gov
Richard Myers, Supervisor, Energy Division, richard.myers@cpuc.ca.gov
Jennifer Kalafut, Advisor, Commissioner Peterman, jennifer.kalafut@cpuc.ca.gov
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Thank you!

Jennifer Kalafut
Advisor to Commissioner Carla J. Peterman

Jennifer.Kalafut@cpuc.ca.gov


