Captain Laura Y. Kovary

Captain Laura Kovary is the current Chief of Marine Facilities Division (MFD) of California State Lands Commission.  The goal of MFD is to prevent oil pollution in State waters (as mandated under the Lempert-Keene-Seastrand Oil Spill Prevention and Response Act of 1990) and the proliferation of marine invasive species from ballast water and hull fouling.  The Marine Facilities Division regulates all marine oil terminals in California for compliance with State regulations including the Marine Oil Terminal Engineering and Maintenance Standards (MOTEMS).
Captain Kovary holds a Master’s degree from Maine Maritime Academy in Maritime Management, and a Bachelor of Science degree (from California Maritime Academy) in Nautical Industrial Technology.

After her graduation from California Maritime Academy, Captain Kovary sailed on U.S. and foreign merchant vessels, eventually upgrading her Merchant Marine license to Master, Unlimited Tonnage, Upon Oceans.  Her sea-going career included sailing into Desert Storm as 2nd in command of the S.S. CALIFORNIA, and 5 years as Chief Mate for Matson Navigation Company.  
In addition to her 17 years at sea, Captain Laura Kovary has been an Assistant Professor and an Adjunct Professor at two Maritime Academies, and a Tanker Operations Analyst for two global shipping companies.  She spent several years, as the California Port Superintendent for BP Shipping where she was responsible for auditing marine oil terminals throughout the Americas to ensure safe and compliant operations, as well as handling the day to day marine oil terminal issues for BP.
Since moving back to her “home ports” of Los Angeles/Long Beach in 2000, she has been very active in the Maritime Industry.  Prior to, and for many months following the attacks of September 11th, 2001, Captain Kovary was the Chairman of the MTS Sub-Committee on Safety and Security.  This committee brought local terminal operators, labor unions, the U.S. Coast Guard, and other stakeholders together to develop the framework for the current Federal port security regulations.

Captain Laura Kovary has held various positions on the Los Angeles/Long Beach Harbor Safety Committee over the last 14 years.  She has represented Tug Operators, Marine Oil Terminals, Tank Vessel Operators, and her current role representing California State Lands Commission.  She is also the President of the Los Angeles/Long Beach Chapter of the Propeller Club.
