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The Bureau of Land Management’s
Solar Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement
and Renewable Energy Applications Status




Objectives

- Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement Overview

1 Status of CA renewable energy applications
- Public feedback

Solucar Tower, Seville, Spain; Wikipedia Commons
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Recently Completed PEISs
N

Wind Energy (2005)

o amended 52 BLM land use plans

Geothermal Leasing (2008)

o amended 114 BLM land use plans

West-Wide Energy Corridors (2009)

o amended 92 BLM land use plans

Coming soon: Solar Energy (2010)


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plans were intended to identify lands suitable for each type of development, best management practices, leasing procedures etc.


Solar Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement (PEIS)

Purpose: to facilitate utility-scale solar
energy development on public lands

Goals: to identify reasonable forseeable
regional and national development
scenarios for solar energy; to amend up to
58 BLM land use plans in 6 states; to
identify best management practices; and
to adopt mitigation measures



Solar PEIS: Partners

N
Joint project: Department of Energy and Bureau of
Land Management (BLM)

Contractor: Argonne National Laboratory

Multiple cooperating agencies

o California state agencies (CEC, CPUC, CDF&G et al)
o Department of Defense

o US Fish and Wildlife Service

o Arizona Department of Game and Fish

o Nevada Division of Wildlife

o Utah Public Lands Policy Coordination Office

You — public feedback


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose of the meeting: get engaged, follow progress; not independent – focus on transparency; we want to partner with you


More Information:

S
1 Solar PEIS:

o Sign up for emalil notifications
- BLM Solar Energy information:

o California Solar Energy information:


http://solareis.anl.gov/
http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/energy/solar_energy.html
http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/energy/solar_energy.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/prog/energy/solar.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/prog/energy/solar.html

Solar PEIS: Timeline
N

Notice of Intent published May 2008
Formal Scoping through July 15, 2008

11 public meetings (5 in California); 600
participants; 16,000 comments

Draft PEIS: August 2009
~Inal PEIS: Summer 2010




Solar PEIS: Current Status
N

Preliminary chapters released for internal
review

o Chapter 4 — Affected Environments

o Chapters 1 and 3 — Introduction and Technology
Overview to be released for editing soon

Coordination with ongoing efforts

o California’s Renewable Energy Transmission
Initiative (RETI)

o Western Governors’ Assoclation Renewable
Energy Zones


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note for bullet two, fine tuning alternatives: goal is to identify areas as much as possible with fewest resource conflicts



BLM Renewable Energy
Applications in California

California Renewable Energy Summary Statistics

as of March 2009

Wind

Total applications

92

71

Total acres

976,931

638,452

Approximate MW

N/A

47,981

CDD applications

63

69

CDD acres

442,666

635,812

Central CA apps

4

Central CA acres

Northern CA apps

25

Northern CA acres

516,957



http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/energy/solar_energy.html

Current Development

o Solar
o Needles — Ivanpah
o El Centro, Barstow — Stirling

- Wind
o Eagle Lake

o Transmission
1 Geothermal and biomass
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http:/www.blog.thesietch.org



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Existing wind in Palm Springs; biomass projects coming in the future; geothermal in place – Geysers; expecting others to meet renewable energy goals set at state and national levels; have EISs, but each project will receive own consideration; sage steppe restoration


Regional Coordination
N

- Collaborations and agreements
o Renewable Energy Transmission Initiative
o Department of Defense
o Desert Managers’ Group
o Master agreements
o Other local and tribal collaborations



Recent and Anticipated Changes
N

Renewable Energy Coordination Offices
(RECO)

o Increasing capacity to coordinate processing with
applicants and state agencies

o Increasing capacity to plan strategically and
expedite permitting
o Staff

Renewable Energy Project Managers in California
Desert District (CDD) and State Office


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reason we’re here: part of our collaborations, executive order, RETI, CalWEA, master agreements;
Streamlining: link CEQA and NEPA, CEC MOU, weekly coordination meetings with state agencies, involvement in RETI, contracts for writing, reviewing, engineering (purpose: faster processing time)’
Need: staff project offices with the right people
CASO: main focus is to coordinate with the state – multi-agency virtual office


Contacts

Greg Miller, CDD Renewable Energy Program
Manager;

Steve Borchard, California Desert District Manager

Ashley Conrad-Saydah, State Office Renewable
Energy Project Manager,

Jim Abbott, Associate State Director

Tom Pogacnik, Deputy State Director, Natural
Resources

Bob Doyel, Lands Chief


mailto:gmiller@blm.gov
mailto:aconrad@blm.gov

Thank you!
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/44/Solarplant-050406-04.jpg
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