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RE: Docket No. 09-Renew EO-01 — Comments on DRECP Draft Planning Agreement

Save the Foothills Coalition endorses the comments of The Protect Our Communities Foundation (November 17,
2009) and wishes to add the following.

Large remote generators carry with them not only the serious drawbacks of taking up wild areas and open space
and long transmission lines, but also the additional degradation caused by the necessity of ancillary services, such
as pumped hydro.

Large wind farms are especially problematic. Not only have these wind farms proven to be quite destructive to
birds, but they take up huge amounts of open space. In addition, remote wind farms require long transmission
lines to wheel power to load. In advocating for large remote wind power, the industry failed in their fiduciary
responsibility to educate the public about the downside of large-scale wind.

The public is even less aware of the fact that in all likelihood large-scale wind will require large amounts of pumped
hydro storage to act as load for night time off-peak wind generation so that this generation can be load-shifted to
serve peak daytime load. A new generation of pumped hydro will be necessary to serve not only as storage but
also as spinning and non-spinning reserve as well as in other capacities to integrate remote large-scale wind.

These pumped hydro facilities will be located in many cases hundreds of miles from the generation they serve.

Pumped hydro requires elevation differences available only in mountainous areas, such as the Sierra Nevada. In
some cases, existing reservoirs can be utilized. But even when this is the case, degradation to mountainous terrain
occurs in the construction of pumped hydro facilities. Large work crews must be housed in remote areas to build
these facilities. Once the facilities are complete, staff must be housed on site, which requires considerable
infrastructure in addition to the facility itself. In other cases, new reservoirs must be built. While the impacts of
pumped hydro are much less than those of conventional hydro, the impacts of pumped hydro facilities are
significant and affect many square miles of the surrounding environment.

Large-scale renewable electrical generators are part of the new generation of colonization of wilderness and rural
areas of America by cities, which by dint of their larger populations and greater political clout have always
assumed it is their manifest destiny to use areas and resources outside their physical borders to serve their needs.
Pumped hydro and its significant impacts on mountainous environments are yet another expression of manifest
destiny by large population and industrial centers. It is time for these centers to become self-sustainable. Local
distributed generation within the borders of these load centers—mostly in the form of rooftop solar PV—is the
correct and ethical solution for the renewable energy needs of California cities.

Thank you,
Charles M. Ashley
President, Save the Foothills Coalition



