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 Developed from recommendations of 
Climate Action Leadership Committee 
and Community Advisory Committee in 
2010 

 Ordinance enacted May 2013 

• Regulations promulgated December 
2013  

 Advisory Committee formed to 
provide feedback on regulations 
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• Owners of large buildings required 
to annually report their energy and 
water use and greenhouse gas 
emissions, using Portfolio Manager 

• City makes the information publicly 
available starting in 2015 

• Buildings required to conduct an 
energy assessment or action every 
five years, with exemptions for 
highly efficient buildings and 
buildings making significant 
progress 



Phase-In of Reporting Requirements 
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2013 City of Boston buildings lead by example 

2014 Nonresidential buildings over 50,000 square feet 

2015 Residential buildings over 50,000 square feet or 50 units 

2016 Nonresidential buildings over 35,000 square feet 

2017 Residential buildings over 35,000 square feet or 35 units 

• Annual reporting deadline of May 15 (this year, September 15) 

• Encompasses approximately 2,100 buildings by 2017 

• 2.4% of Boston’s private-sector buildings, but over 40% of 
the built square footage 

• Buildings begin reporting as follows: 



Utility Data Resources 
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• The utilities NSTAR (electricity), National Grid (gas), and Veolia 
(steam) are making whole-building energy use totals available to 
owners 

 Owners do not need to ask tenants for energy bills 

 Data is aggregated for the whole building, and provided in a 
format that can be uploaded into Portfolio Manager 

• Draws on strong existing partnerships between City and utilities 

• Renew Boston program, 2011 MOU on program liaison 
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Accessing Whole-Building Data from NSTAR 
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Owner’s 
common space 

meter 



Accessing Whole-Building Data from National Grid 
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Whole-Building Data Services: Exception Processes 
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• Buildings that have 3 or fewer tenants or have a tenant with the 
majority of energy use in the building (>50%) 

• Tenant sign-off is required to use data services 

• Building owners that do not have a common meter in their buildings 

• Owner authorization form is needed 

• NSTAR and National Grid have provided joint forms 

 



Reporting Resources 
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 Informational resources: step-by-step guide, helpdesk, and office 
hours 

 Outreach through stakeholder engagement and direct mailing 

 City, EPA, and utility staff conducted workshops with local real estate 
and stakeholder groups 

 Close coordination between City and utilities 

 



Overarching Goals and Benefits 
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• Building owners can identify inefficient buildings, make comparisons 
to peer buildings in Boston, and market efficient buildings 

• Access to whole-building data has been useful to owners 

• Process has been insightful to owners 

• Residents more engaged in understanding the energy efficiency of the 
buildings they live and work in 

• City’s energy efficiency programming and incentives can be better 
focused and targeted 

 



Thank You 

Greenovate  Boston 

Nikhil Nadkarni 

Climate and Buildings Program Manager 

Environment Department 

City of Boston 

 

Nikhil.Nadkarni@boston.gov 
(617) 635-3850 
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