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Landscape BMP supports 
Five Basic Elements of 

Water Efficient Landscapes

• Design
• Installation
• Operations and maintenance
• Management
• Equipment





Installation



Operations



Maintenance



Equipment



Landscape BMP

• 90% of dedicated CII landscape meters
• 15% of mixed and unmetered CII 

connections
• Parallels Model Landscape Ordinance
• Extensive Flex Menu 



Landscape Flex Items
• Monitor & report on landscape water 

use
– Water budgets & use reports
– Agency-wide water budgets 

• Technical landscape resources & 
training
– Provide design assistance
– Perform landscape & irrigation audits
– Landscape workshops, training, & 

presentations



Landscape Flex Items (Con’t)
• Provide Incentives:

– Budget-based rate structures
– Conversions to dedicated landscape 

meters
– Irrigation system upgrades
– Reduction in irrigation water use demand

• Landscape design 
• Turf reduction

– Conversion to recycled water or 
Alternative sources of water (graywater, 
rainwater, cisterns, etc.)  



Implementation

Council is developing a Guidebook for 
supplemental implementation 
information:
– Mentoring
– Continuing educational opportunities
– Useful research, case studies and 

examples
– Step by step how’s & why’s



Landscape Design Guidelines 
incorporating the best ideas from 
existing standards for new residential 
construction
Six residential landscape design 
templates that incorporate Landscape 
Design Guidelines

Smart Urban Landscapes





Landscape Templates
• For “typical” and “zero-lot line” 

homes
• Bay Area; Central Valley; Sierra 

Foothills; Southern Coastal, Inland, 
and Foothills

• Landscape design with plant list; 
irrigation design with schedule & 
water budget



Status of Smart Urban 
Landscape Project

• Materials will be posted on Council 
website by April 15, 2009

• Materials will be available to 
members soon thereafter



The California Water Smart 
Irrigation Controller Project

Results and Perspective on a Large Field Study of an 

Important Emerging Technology

Project Funding Provided  by California Department of Water Resources



Preliminary Results

Location N Mean % 
Mean 
Kgal

All Sites 2294 -14.5 137.9

North 411 -4.7 363.5

South 1883 -16.6 88.7



Preliminary Results

Statistically Significant 
Change in Water Use?

# of 
Sites %

Increase 959 41.8

No Change (+ or – 6%) 35 1.5

Decrease 1300 56.7



Questions?

• Chris Brown, chris@cuwcc.org

• Marsha Prillwitz, 
marsha@cuwcc.org

• (916) 552-5885

mailto:chris@cuwcc.org
mailto:marsha@cuwcc.org
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