
 

 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

California Energy Commission 
 

Minutes of the March 3, 2010, Energy Commission Business Meeting.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:02 by Chairman Karen Douglas. The Pledge of Allegiance 
was led by Chairman Douglas.  
 
Present:  
Karen Douglas, Chairman 
James D. Boyd, Vice Chair  
Jeffrey D. Byron, Commissioner 

 
Robert B. Weisenmiller, Commissioner 
Anthony Eggert, Commissioner

1. BUTTE GLENN COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT. Possible approval of a 
$766,231 loan to Butte Glenn Community College District to upgrade lighting systems, 
mechanical, and HVAC systems at the Butte College campus. The projects will reduce 
annual energy use by 380,837 kilowatt hours of electricity and 2,738 therms of natural 
gas, reducing annual energy expense by $61,579. The simple payback is 12.4 years based 
on the loan amount. (ARRA funding.) Contact: Amir Ehyai. (5 minutes) 

 
Commissioner Byron moved and Commissioner Eggert seconded approval of the loan to the 
Butte Glenn Community College District. The vote was unanimous. (5-0) 
 
2. CITY OF INDIAN WELLS. Possible approval of a $715,000 loan to the City of Indian 

Wells to install seven small photovoltaic arrays totaling 197 kilowatts at Civic Center 
facilities. The solar energy from this project is expected to zero out the city’s electricity 
bills and save the city $55,000 annually. The simple payback is 13 years based on the 
loan amount. (ARRA funding.) Contact: Joseph Wang. (5 minutes) 

 
Commissioner Eggert moved and Commissioner Byron seconded approval of the loan to the City 
of Indian Wells. The vote was unanimous. (5-0) 
 
3. CITY OF SOUTH LAKE TAHOE. Possible approval of a $657,461 loan to the City of 

South Lake Tahoe to implement a number of energy efficiency measures at the city’s 
recreation and swimming pool complex. The project includes a 65-kilowatt microturbine 
cogeneration system, new boilers and a premium efficiency motor with pump speed 
control, a new filtration system, and upgraded interior lights. This project is estimated to 
save $60,531 in energy costs annually, with a simple payback of 10.9 years. (ECAA 
funding.) Contact: Joseph Wang. (5 minutes) 

 
Commissioner Byron moved and Vice Chair Boyd seconded approval of the loan to the City of 
South Lake Tahoe. The vote was unanimous. (5-0) 
 
4. MAKEL ENGINEERING, INC. Possible approval of Agreement PIR-09-014 with Makel 

Engineering, Inc., for a $580,706 grant to develop and demonstrate a biogas-fueled 
combined heat and power system based on homogeneous charge compression ignition 
technology. (PIER electricity funding.) Contact: Avtar Bining. (5 minutes) 
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Vice Chair Boyd moved and Commissioner Byron seconded approval of Agreement PIR-09-014. 
The vote was unanimous. (5-0) 
 
5. UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE. Possible approval of Agreement 

PIR-09-015 with the University of California at Irvine for a grant of $666,285 to develop 
a low-emission, flexible-fuel control system to manage exhaust quality and heat content 
in distributed generation and combined heat and power systems. (PIER electricity 
funding.) Contact: Avtar Bining. (5 minutes) 

 
Commissioner Byron moved and Vice Chair Boyd seconded approval of Agreement PIR-09-015. 
The vote was unanimous. (5-0) 
 
6. Minutes: Approval of the February 24, 2009 Business Meeting Minutes. 

 
Vice Chair Boyd moved and Commissioner Byron seconded approval of the February 24 
Minutes. The vote was unanimous. (5-0) 
 
7. Commission Committee Presentations and Discussion:  
 
Chairman Douglas reported that she will testify before the Assembly Utilities and Commerce 
Committee on Monday, March 8 on the Energy Commission’s ARRA-funded programs.  
 
Vice Chair Boyd commented on the reconstituted Bioenergy Working Group and the progress of 
bioenergy legislation. 
 
Commissioner Byron expressed support for holding evidentiary hearings in power plant 
licensing cases  near the project sites, to accommodate greater public participation. 
 
8. Chief Counsel's Report: None. 

 
9. Executive Director’s Report: Executive Director Melissa Jones gave the report.  

 
10. Public Adviser's Report: Public Adviser Jennifer Jennings gave the report.  

 
11. Public Comment: None. 

 
12. Internal Organization and Policy. No discussion.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
HARRIET KALLEMEYN 
Secretary to the Commission  
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