
Mary Dyas - Russel City Energy Center agenda item for August 11, 2010 

  
August 9, 2010 
  
Mary Dyas, Compliance Project Manager 
  
California Energy Commission 
1516 9th St., MS-2000 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
  
RE: The inclusion of the Russell City Energy Center on the Aug.11th Business Meeting Agenda. 
  
Dear Ms. Dyas, 
  
            The Hayward Area Recreation and Parks District (HARD) requests that the Commission remove 
the Russell City Energy Center (RCEC) item from the August 11, 2010 Business Meeting agenda (item 
5) and not reschedule a vote on certification of the RCEC requested amendments until the issues below 
are addressed.  
  
            HARD was founded in 1944 and its Shoreline Interpretive Center is located at 4901 Breakwater 
Avenue in Hayward. The center and adjacent bay land provide educational and recreational 
opportunities to bay area schools, community groups and the general public all year round. The center 
has both on going and traveling exhibits, a laboratory for hands on research, and a heavily used 
reference library. Our naturalists and volunteers are invaluable in sharing their knowledge about the 
hundreds of acres of bay land and eight miles of bay trail that make up the very popular and scenic 
Hayward shoreline. (Please see the attachments from our upcoming Fall and past Summer program and 
note that they don’t include the school field trips that visit the shoreline almost daily during the school 
year). 
             
            It’s been our concern all along that the building and operation of a highly visible 600 MW power 
plant adjacent to our precious shoreline will have a negative effect on our programs, the wildlife and the 
patrons who use the shoreline as a peaceful respite from their busy lives. HARD and the Hayward Area 
Shoreline Planning Agency (HASPA), a “joint powers agency” of which HARD is one of three agency 
members, has requested on several occasions that no federal permits or state certifications be granted 
until the potential impact of the RCEC to HARD’s Shoreline Interpretive Center, its staff, its patrons, 
and the shoreline resources and wildlife are fully addressed. Thus far, no analysis has been done 
  
            This year HARD conducted its own survey of its shoreline users to help determine how our 
programs might be affected should the RCEC be built adjacent to the shoreline and found that: 

From:    Jameson <jameson1@pacbell.net>
To:    <mdyas@energy.state.ca.us>
Date:    8/9/2010 3:59 PM
Subject:    Russel City Energy Center agenda item for August 11, 2010
CC:    "'John Gouveia'" <GouJ@haywardrec.org>, "'Rita Shue'" 

<ShuR@haywardrec.org>, <paul@hodgesforhard.org>
Attachments:   Nature Camp Info0001.pdf; HARD nature classes 001.jpg; HARD nature 

classes.jpg; HASPA letter to CEC onRusselCityEnergy12-23-09.doc
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  * 96% of respondents will cease to use OR will decrease their participation in the Shoreline
     area outdoor activities.  
  * 79% will cease to use OR decrease their participation in our Shoreline Interpretive   
     Center activities.  
  *75% will cease to use OR decrease their participation in our Shoreline Special Events 
  
            As a recreational district with substantial shoreline recreational and educational programs and 
infrastructure that were years in developing and required a significant investment of tax dollars, the 
results of this survey are extremely alarming to us. HARD has a duty to its users to protect their 
educational and recreational experiences and nothing in any phase of the ongoing certification and 
licensing of the proposed 600 MW fossil fuel power plant has addressed this impact of the RCEC to 
HARD programs and resources. As there is direct correlation between the number of visitors that HARD 
serves at its shoreline facilities and the funding that HARD receives to maintain its shoreline 
infrastructure and run its educational and recreational shoreline programs, it is possible that construction 
and operation of the RCEC could require HARD to cut its hours at the Shoreline Interpretive Center, 
discontinue educational programs serving thousands of school children a year, and lay off valued, expert 
staff. 
.     
            HARD is also concerned about the significant deterioration to the habitat of the state and federal 
listed species as well as to the experience of the HARD shoreline users, when as a result of the 
construction of the RCEC, helicopters and planes are routed directly over the shoreline habitat because 
of the FAA’s change to its Airman’s Instruction Manual (AIM). The change to the FAA’s AIM to pilots, 
instructing them to fly upwind of the dangerous toxic plumes produced by fossil fuel power plants will 
in the case of RCEC, result in hundreds of helicopters and planes from the Hayward Executive Airport 
being routed directly over HARD shoreline resources (at a low altitude due to the conditions mandated 
by the nearby Oakland Airport.) Again, the impact to the experience of the HARD shoreline user and to 
the lives of the state and federally listed endangered species has been unexamined. 
   
            In summary, HARD requests that the agenda item regarding the RCEC project be put on hold 
until the potential negative impacts to HARD resources, users, and protected species are adequately 
addressed. Furthermore, we would like to request that HARD is kept apprised of all studies conducted 
regarding the shoreline in relation to the RCEC.  
  
Very sincerely, 
Minane Jameson 
Vice President, HARD Board  
  

Page 2 of 2

8/10/2010file://C:\Documents and Settings\mdyas\Local Settings\Temp\XPgrpwise\4C6025...











 

HAYWARD AREA SHORELINE PLANNING AGENCY 
 

Hayward Area Recreation and Park District 
East Bay Regional Park District 

City of Hayward 
 
 
December 24, 2009  
 
Ms. Mary Dyas 
Compliance Project Manager 
Siting, Transmission and Environmental Protection Division 
California Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street, MS-2000 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: Petition for Amendment No. 2, Russell City Energy Center (01-AFC-7C) 
 
Dear Ms. Dyas,  
 
The Hayward Area Shoreline Planning Agency (HASPA) at its regular meeting on December 
17, 2009 was informed of the consideration by the California Energy Commission (CEC) of 
the Petition for Amendment No. 2 for the Russell City Energy Center (RCEC), Hayward, CA. 
Coincidentally, the agency Board of Trustees had just heard a presentation by hydrology 
consultant Phillip Williams and Associates (PWA) who was commissioned by HASPA to 
report on the affect of projected sea level rise on the Hayward Shoreline.  The basis for the 
PWA presentation was an inundation map developed for the San Francisco Bay 
Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC) by the USGS (Knowles 2008), that I 
have attached for your information and use.   
 
As you may already know, the RCEC project is located on a site that will be affected by the 
projected rise in sea level and although the floor elevation of the energy center may be built 
higher than actual flood level, the increase in groundwater levels at this site must also be 
considered in the design of underground pipelines and conduits in this area.  However, 
nothing in the Amendment No. 1, or in the recently produced Amendment No. 2, addresses 
how the RCEC building foundation, underground gas and water lines, conduits, cabling, etc, 
will be engineered to deal with this rise in the level of the groundwater both at and nearby the 
RCEC site.  As the engineers from PWA pointed out in their presentation to HASPA, the rise 
in groundwater levels associated with sea level rise, will present serious problems for 
infrastructure that has not been designed to withstand the corrosive effects of being situated 
below groundwater level.  
 
We are concerned that this issue has not been adequately addressed by RCEC, LLC and 
request that the CEC require RCEC, LLC to provide a clear statement on their strategy to 
address the rise in groundwater levels and the potential inundation of the RCEC site.   
Depending upon the strategy chosen, the need for an environmental assessment and a 
determination of what will be the affect of their strategy on the interests of the agencies that 
compromise HASPA may also be required.  
 
We are also concerned about the intense; omni-directional perimeter lighting required for the 
RCEC by the FAA, whose affect on the adjacent environment has yet to be determined.  The 
CEC must require RCEC, LLC to produce a lighting plan for the energy center and make an 
assessment of the environmental impact of these lights.  
 

Mail: c/o East Bay Regional Park District, Attention: Mike Anderson  
2950 Peralta Oaks Court, Oakland, CA 94605-0381 

Telephone: 510-544-2303.   E-Mail: manderson@ebparks.org 



There is also the likelihood that the FAA will in the first quarter of next year, codify its policy 
that pilots must circle upwind of power plant plumes.  As the Hayward Airports current "over-
flow" flight path is basically over the top and east (downwind) of RCEC this would result in an 
increase in the number of planes and helicopters circling directly over the Snowy Plover, 
Black Rail and Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse habitat found at the Hayward Shoreline. This 
seems to pose some obvious reasons for concern that should be weighed by the CEC staff 
as they consider the new amendment, as well as the USEPA and USF&WS. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment and we hope you will seriously consider these 
comments in the processing of the subject documents. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ms. Carol Severin, Chair 
Hayward Area Shoreline Planning Agency 
 
 
Cc: Agency Trustees 
  
 HSCAC members 
 
 Shaheer Kelly 
 USEPA REGION 9  
 75 Hawthorne Street  
 Mail Code: AIR-1  
 San Francisco, CA 94105 
 
 Eric Mruz 
 Refuge Manager 
 Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge 
 9500 Thorton Ave. 
 Newark, CA 94560 
 
 Joe La Clair 
 Chief Planning Officer 
 San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission  
 50 California Street, Suite 2600 
 San Francisco, California 94111 
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