Notice of Exemption											          Form D
To:	Office of Planning and Research				From:	California Energy Commission
	PO Box 3044, 1400 Tenth Street, Room 222				1516 Ninth Street, MS-48
	Sacramento, CA 95812-3044						Sacramento, CA 95814

[bookmark: title]Project Title:	Reclamation of Wastewater for Cooling Tower Operations at the Gills Onions Processing Plant in Oxnard, California

[bookmark: address]Project Location – Specific:	Gills Onions1051 South Pacific Avenue Oxnard, CA 93030

[bookmark: city][bookmark: county]Project Location – City:	Oxnard	Project Location – County:     Ventura

Description of Project:
[bookmark: projectDescription]The technology demonstration will be conducted at an existing commercial food processing plant.  The technology will be installed within the existing processing facilities and contained within the existing property boundaries. It will employ a membrane filtration system to clean and reuse wastewater produced from the processing plant for process cooling uses, thus reducing demand for fresh city water, decreasing volume impact on the sewer systems, and reducing water conveyance energy demands (i.e., energy associated with delivering water to and carrying wastewater from the onion processing plant).  Any physical change(s) to the processing plant environment during the demonstration will be minor and contained within the existing property boundaries. There is no substantial evidence in the project record supporting either a finding of significant direct changes to the existing physical environment, or a finding of reasonably foreseeable indirect significant changes to the existing physical environment that would require mitigation either on or off the project site. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project:	California Energy Commission

[bookmark: company]Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project:	Gas Technology Institute

Exempt Status: (check one)
		Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
		Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
		Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
[bookmark: chkCategorical][bookmark: categoricalCode]	X	Categorical Exemption.  State type and section number    	14 CCR 15301 and 15306
[bookmark: chkStatutory][bookmark: statutoryCode]		Statutory Exemptions. State code number.	
[bookmark: chkCommon]		Common Sense Exemption. 15061(b)(3)

Reasons why project is exempt:
This project is categorically exempt under both Class 1 (operation, repair, maintenance, or minor alteration of existing structures or facilities not expanding existing uses) and Class 6 (basic data collection, research, experimental management, and resource evaluation activities that do not result in major disturbances to an environmental resource.)  This project involves researching and demonstrating the effecitveness of applying a membrane filtration system to an existing onion processing operation in order to clean and reuse its wastewater.  The research involves testing and scaling up a membrane system to demonstrate at the plant.  Any physical change(s) to the processing plant during the demonstration will be minor, contained within the existing property boundaries, and involve no expansion of use of the existing facility.  If successful, the project will reduce the plant's demand for fresh city water, which will decrease the impact on the sewer systems, and reduce the water conveyance energy demands (i.e., reduce the energy currently used to transport water to and wastewater from the plant).    

Lead Agency
[bookmark: contactPerson][bookmark: contactPhone]Contact Person:	Richard Sapudar	Area code/Telephone/Ext: 	916-327-1450

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?		Yes		No


Signature:					        Date:			Title:

      X	Signed by Lead Agency

	Signed by Applicant				Date received for filing at OPR:
[bookmark: contractorName]		GTI		
[bookmark: contractNumber]CEQA Notice of Exemption	Page 1 of 2	PIR-10-021	
