     ITEM 1

Proposed Amendment between California Energy Commission
and

  Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Lighting Research Center

Title:
A Platform for Innovation in Solid-State Lighting

Amount:
$0.00

Term:
12 months

Contact:
Dustin Davis

Committee Meeting:
1/18/2011

Recommendation

Approve this agreement with Lighting Research Center - Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute for $0.00. Staff recommends placing this item on the consent calendar of the Commission Business Meeting.

Issue
The following needs to be changed in this agreement:

1) Match Funds: the Lighting Research Center has a total of $800,000 in match funding for this project. Of this amount, $500,000 was spent prior to execution of the agreement. Requesting approval to reduce match funds from $800,000 to $300,000 due to the Energy Commission's definition of match funds which are defined as funds being spent during the terms of the agreement. The contractor cannot continue work until this amendment is approved.

2) 12 month no-cost time extension which extends the agreement end date from October 31, 2011 to October 31, 2012. A no-cost time extension is needed because of delays in the demonstration phase of project and to effectively complete all tasks. 

Background

This project was submitted through competitive solicitation, Building Efficiency Research Grant Program Opportunity Notice 08-002.  The project was ranked 5 out of 27 proposals received through the solicitation. 

Match funds of $500,000 from USG Corporation were spent prior to execution of the agreement. USG used the match funds to develop the prototype system that will be field tested at Paramount Studios in Los Angeles.  An amendment is needed to reduce the match funds by $500,000 to meet the Energy Commission's definition of match funds which are defined in the terms and conditions as funds spent during the terms of the agreement. Additionally, the amendment is needed to allow the contractor to continue work and receive payment from the Energy Commission on its invoices.

This project will receive $300,000 in match funding from OSRAM Sylvania in materials and labor which will be spent during the agreement term. 

The project team is currently designing the lighting system and needs a time extension because of delays  in the demonstration phase at Paramount Studios. 

Proposed Work
The research involves developing a new building infrastructure that will allow lighting to be reconfigured in a building easily and inexpensively, much like rearranging furniture. The infrastructure will allow a building occupant to move or replace light fixtures without extensive rewiring and take advantage of solid state lighting systems. The proposed modular, mechanical infrastructure will carry the necessary electrical power and electronics control signals to enable building occupants to easily customize their interior lighting via an open architecture of modular ceiling and wall panel grid system.
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