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March 16, 2011

Ms. Melissa Jones

Executive Director

California Energy Commission 

1516 Ninth Street 

Sacramento, Ca 95814-5514 

Re: 
Green Building Ordinance and the Building Energy Efficiency Standards 
Dear Ms. Jones, 

Per the request of Commission Staff, Joe Loyer, we would like to express to you our firm commitment to have the City of Santa Rosa enforce the current Title 24, Part 6, Building Energy Efficiency Standards as part of the implementation of our local model code ordinance. As the Chief Building Official, I have provided extensive training to our plan check and inspection staff and will work with my staff involved in energy plan review and field inspection to stay knowledgeable in verifying compliance of the energy standards. This includes special training as needed which focuses on enforcement of the energy standards and the special requirements of the ordinance.   We are also establishing qualified personnel to act as special inspectors to further verify compliance with the California Green Building Standards Code (CALGReen) which requires energy compliance at a level higher than the minimum California Energy Commission standard.

On October 19, 2010, I presented to the City Council/County Board, the Model Code Update Ordinance for the 2010 California Code of Regulations, Title 24, with amendments to require compliance with Chapters A4 and A5 of the California Green Building Standards Code at Tier 1 levels for both residential and nonresidential projects. The Council approved the Ordinance as amended. As required, we have also submitted a request for approval of our Model Code Ordinance with a code effectiveness study to the California Energy Commission staff for approval.  Staff approval of our Model Code Ordinance is pending receipt of this letter.
I have also been active and successful in obtaining regional adoption of CALGreen at the Tier 1 level.  The City of Santa Rosa City Council and our neighboring jurisdictions are committed to doing what they are able to do to help reduce green house gases.  They are aware that higher levels of energy efficiency and green building standards will assist in this effort.  The adoption of CALGreen at Tier 1 level for both residential and nonresidential projects will ensure that residential and non-residential buildings in the City will consume no more energy than permitted by Title 24, Part 6.

Michael K. Whitaker

Chief Building Official
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