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SMUD COSUMNES POWER PROJECT 
(01-AFC-19C) 

Petition to Amend to Inject Digester Gas into the Natural 
Gas Supply Line and Other Modifications 

 
 

Contact:  Christine Stora, CPM  654-4745 
 
Time Needed: 10 Minutes 
 
Action Requested of Siting Policy Committee:  Requesting that the Petition 
be added to the Business Meeting agenda. 
 
Business Meeting Date:  November 2, 2011 
 
Background:  The Sacramento Municipal Utility District Financing Authority 
(SFA) filed a petition on December 29, 2010 to make a number of modifications 
to the Cosumnes Power Plant (CPP) including the following: 

• Inject digester gas from the Sacramento Regional Wastewater 
Treatment Plant into the natural gas supply line serving the facility. The 
digester gas will be redirected from the Carson Energy Ice-Gen Facility 
(also known as Central Valley Financing Authority Cogeneration Plant, 
a joint powers authority between SMUD and the Sacramento Regional 
County Sanitation District); 

• Refine the allowable levels of total dissolved solids in the cooling tower 
recirculation water to match the actual performance of the newly 
installed OnePass water filtration system; 

• Remove the peak flow condition in WATER RES-1 to allow the project 
owner to maximize generation on high-temperature days while 
maintaining compliance with the annual water use limit; and, 

• Make a number of other administrative changes to make the 
Conditions of Certification consistent with the Sacramento Metropolitan 
Air Quality Management District Authority to Construct (ATC) permit. 

A Staff Analysis was docketed on June 20, 2011 and posted to the web on 
June 21, 2011. A 30-day public comment period was held from June 20, 2011 
to July 20, 2011 and comments were received from SMUD, which lead to a 
Revised Staff Analysis being prepared by staff to modify additional Air Quality 
Conditions of Certification. The Revised Staff Analysis was docketed on 
August 8, 2011 and posted to the web on August 9, 2011. A 30-day public 



comment period for the Revised Staff Analysis was held from August 8, 2011 
to September 7, 2011 and no comments were received. 
The following Conditions of Certification are proposed to be modified as part 
of this amendment: AQ-17, AQ-18, AQ-19, AQ-24, AQ-32, AQ-33, AQ-36, 
AQ-44 through AQ-53, and WATER RES-1. 

 
Justification for Action Requested: Staff recommends approval of the 
requested changes of the Air Quality COCs for CPP as revised in the Staff 
Analysis. With the recommended mitigation measures, all requested project 
modifications will continue to comply with all applicable LORS. Staff found that 
the change in water use is consistent with Energy Commission water policy and 
California Water Code, Division 7, Chapter 7, Article 7, Section 13550 and will 
not result in any impacts. 
 


