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Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project:

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

Project Location - Specific:

Notice of Exemption

To: Office of Planning and Research
P.O. Box 3044, Room 212
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

County Clerk
County of

From: (Public Agency)

Project Title:

Project Location – County:Project Location – City:

Name of Public Agency Approving Project:

Exempt Status:  (check one)
  Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
  Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
  Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
  Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
  Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

(Address)

Reasons why project is exempt:

Lead Agency
Contact Person: Area Code/Telephone/Extension:

Signature: Date: Title:

  Signed by Lead Agency

  Signed by Applicant
Date received for filing at OPR:

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?      Yes           No
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	noecounty: 
	noecountyaddress: 
	noecountyaddress2: 
	noefrom: California Energy Commission
	noefromaddress: 1516 Ninth Street
	noefromaddress2: Sacramento, CA 95814
	noeprojectitle: Grant Award # ARV-11-002 to North Star Biofuels LLC (Recipient)
	noeprojectlocation: 860 West Beach Street
	noeprojectcity: Watsonville
	noeprojectcounty: Santa Cruz
	noeprojectdescrip: The project will fund the equipment purchase and installation of a biodiesel blending facility as part of a larger project (not being funded by the Commission) to build a biodiesel and biojet fuel production facility in Watsonville. The entire project will be built on a 1.76 acre site zoned for industrial use that contains an existing 19,924 sq ft building, a 5,000 sq ft steel canopy, a rail spur, access roads, and all necessary utilities. The project will be installed in the existing buildings, and has no air or water emissions associated with it. The project benefits R Power Biofuels LLC, AB Bioenergy, LLC, the City of Watsonville, and the public by demonstrating the cost-effectiveness and feasibility of alternative and renewable fuel, thereby reducing reliance on petroleum fuels, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and increasing local green jobs.
	noeapprovingagency: California Energy Commission
	noeagencycarryingout: North Star Biofuels LLC
	noestatus: categorical
	noecategtype: "In-fill development" (§ 15332)
	noestatutory: 
	noewhyexempt: The project occurs within city limits on a site of 1.76 acres (< 5 acres) and surrounded by urban uses, the site has no value as biological habitat as it is already developed, the production facility does not have air or water emissions and will not significantly increase traffic to the site as there is an existing rail line and an existing access road that is sufficient for the proposed vehicle traffic, and the site can be served by existing utilities and services. No unusual circumstances or exceptions apply, and therefore, the project will not have any significant impacts and is exempt as an in-fill development.
	noeleadcontact: Kristen Driskell
	noeleadphone: (916) 654-3951
	noewho: Off
	noesigdate: 
	noesigtitle: Staff Counsel
	noesiglead: Yes
	noesigapplicant: Off


