
TOC-­‐1	
  

 

Table of Contents 
  

Draft Environmental Impact Report 
Harvest Power Project  

 
Executive Summary 
Project Elements .................................................................................................. page EX-1 
Project Objectives & Benefits.............................................................................. page EX-2 
Summary of Potentially Impacts & Mitigation Measures ................................... page EX-3 
Summary of Alternatives ..................................................................................... page EX-7 
Significant Unavoidable Impacts......................................................................... page EX-7 
Statement of Overriding Considerations.............................................................. page EX-7 
 
Introduction 
Chapter 1 
Local Regulatory Context ........................................................................................page 1-1 
Scope and Methodology .........................................................................................page 1-1 
Identification of Potentially Significant Impacts ....................................................page 1-2 
Consideration of Significant Impacts.......................................................................page 1-3 
Mitigation Measures ................................................................................................page 1-3 
Organization of the EIR...........................................................................................page 1-6 
Environmental Review Process ...............................................................................page 1-7 
References................................................................................................................page 1-9 
 
Project Description, Objectives, and Environmental Setting 
Chapter 2 
Introduction .............................................................................................................page 2-1 
Project Location .......................................................................................................page 2-1 
Vicinity of Project Site.............................................................................................page 2-1 
Surrounding Land Use .............................................................................................page 2-4 
Currently Allowed Use ............................................................................................page 2-4 
Proposed Use ...........................................................................................................page 2-4 
Regulatory Setting ...................................................................................................page 2-9 
Existing Operations................................................................................................page 2-10 
Detailed Description of Proposed Project..............................................................page 2-11 
Objectives of Proposed Project..............................................................................page 2-23 
 
Impact Analysis 
Chapter 3 
Aesthetics (3.1) .....................................................................................................page 3.1-1 
Agricultural Land and Forestry Resources (3.2) ..................................................page 3.2-1 
Air Quality (3.3)....................................................................................................page 3.3-1 
Biological Resources (3.4)....................................................................................page 3.4-1 
Cultural Resources (3.5) .......................................................................................page 3.5-1  
Geology and Soils (3.6) ........................................................................................page 3.6-1 



TOC-­‐2	
  

Greenhouse Gas Emissions (3.7) ..........................................................................page 3.7-1 
Hazards and Hazardous Materials (3.8)................................................................page 3.8-1 
Hydrology and Water Quality (3.9) ......................................................................page 3.9-1 
Land Use and Planning (3.10) ............................................................................page 3.10-1 
Mineral Resources (3.11)....................................................................................page 3.11-1 
Noise (3.12).........................................................................................................page 3.12-1 
Population/Housing (3.13)..................................................................................page 3.13-1 
Public Services (3.14) .........................................................................................page 3.14-1 
Recreation (3.15).................................................................................................page 3.15-1 
Transportation/Traffic (3.16) ..............................................................................page 3.16-1 
Utilities/Service Systems (3.17)..........................................................................page 3.17-1 
Mandatory Findings of Significance (3.18) ........................................................page 3.18-1 
 
Summary of Cumulative Impacts 
Chapter 4 
Cumulative Impact Analysis under CEQA..............................................................page 4-1 
Past, Present, Probable Future Projects....................................................................page 4-3 
Summary of Cumulative Impacts ............................................................................page 4-7 
References..............................................................................................................page 4-13 
 
Alternatives 
Chapter 5 
Introduction..............................................................................................................page 5-1 
Alternatives Considered...........................................................................................page 5-2 
Factors Considered in Analysis of Alternatives.......................................................page 5-3  
Potential Impacts of Alternatives.............................................................................page 5-4 
Environmentally Superior Alternative.....................................................................page 5-5 
Financial Analysis of Alternatives...........................................................................page 5-5 
Alternatives Analysis ...............................................................................................page 5-7 
 
Economic, Social, & Growth Inducing Effects 
Chapter 6 
Introduction..............................................................................................................page 6-1 
Environmental Setting .............................................................................................page 6-2 
Economic Effects .....................................................................................................page 6-2 
Social Effects ...........................................................................................................page 6-3 
Growth Inducement .................................................................................................page 6-5 
 
Unmitigable Impacts 
Chapter 7 
Environmental Effects That Cannot be Avoided .....................................................page 7-1 
Irreversible Impacts .................................................................................................page 7-1 
Statement of Overriding Considerations..................................................................page 7-2 
Odor Related Mitigation Measure 3.10-1, 3.18-1, 3.8-1&2 ....................................page 7-4 
Project Benefit Statements.......................................................................................page 7-5 
References................................................................................................................page 7-8 



TOC-­‐3	
  

Mitigation Monitoring and Program 
Chapter 8 
Mitigation Monitoring Program...............................................................................page 8-1 
 
EIR Preparation 
Chapter 9 
 
 
 
 



TOC-­‐4	
  

Figures 
 
Figure 1:  Tulare County Cumulative Analysis Area 
Figure 2-1:   Vicinity map 
Figure 2-2:  Aerial Photo 
Figure 2-3:  LSAD Site Plan  
Figure 2-4: Office Plan 
Figure 2.5:  Digester Facilities Plan   
Figure 2-6:   Site Plan 
Figure 2-7:   Site Plan (Alternative Technology) 
Figure 2-8:   LSAD Process Flow Diagram 
Figure 2-9:   HSAD Process Flow Diagram 
Figure 3.1-1:    Aerial View of Project Site 
Figure 3.1-2:  View toward Project Site Entrance looking S from Road 140 
Figure 3.1-3:  View of Project Site from Road 140 
Figure 3.1-4:  Photo of Dust Screen 
Figure 3.1-5:  Location of the CNG Station 
Figure 3.1-6: Trees screening the project site at the proposed location of the 

Anaerobic Digester 
Figure 3.1-7:  View of the Project site from Sundale Elementary School 
Figure 3.1-8:  Scenic Highways 
Figure 3.1-9: Project site relative to Tulare County Eligible Scenic Highways 

and Scenic County Routes 
Figure 3.2-1:  Agriculture Preserve Map 
Figure 3.2-2:  FMMP Tulare County Important Farmlands 
Figure 3.4-1:  Special Species Map 
Figure 3.6.1:  Earthquake Faults 
Figure 3.9-1:  Watershed Map 
Figure 3.9-2  Water Balance 
Figure 3.9-3:  Existing Retention and Drainage Plan 
Figure 3.9-4:  Proposed Drainage Swale for Digester Project 
Figure 3.10-1:  Existing Zoning 
Figure 3.11-1:  Mineral Resource Zones 
Figure 3.12-1:  Map of Sensitive Receptors 
 
 



TOC-­‐5	
  

Tables 
 
Table 1:  Mitigation Monitoring Report and Program Summary 
Table 2:  Checklist Items with Significant Unavoidable Impacts 
Table 3:  Checklist Items with Less than Significant with Mitigation 
Table 2-1: Tonnage and Truck Traffic 
Table 3.2-1: 2012 Tulare County Lands under Williamson Act or Farmland 

Security Zone Contracts 
Table 3.3-1:  SJVAB Attainment Status 
Table 3.3-2:  Background Ambient Air Quality Data – Ozone 
Table 3.3-3:  Background Ambient Air Quality Data – Ozone 
Table 3.3-4:  Background Ambient Air Quality Data – PM10 
Table 3.3-5:  Background Ambient Air Quality Data – PM2.5

1 
Table 3.3-6:  Background Ambient Air Quality Data – CO2 
Table 3.3-7:  Background Ambient Air Quality Data – NOx3 
Table 3.3-8:  Background Ambient Air Quality Data – SOx4 
Table 3.3-9: State & National Criteria Air Pollutant Standards, Effects, and 

Sources 
Table 3.3-10:  Short-Term Project Emissions 
Table 3.3-11:  Emission Sources 
Table 3.3-12:  Long-Term Incremental Emissions 
Table 3.3-13:  2020 Emissions Projections 
Table 3.3-14:  Cumulative Long-Term Emissions* 
Table 3.3-15: Measures of Significance – OZONE (ROG and NOx 

Emissions) 
Table 3.3-16:  Measures Based on Ambient Air Quality Impacts (NOx) 
Table 3.3-17:  Measures of Significance – CARBON MONOXIDE (CO) 
Table 3.3-18:  Measures of Significance – SULFUR DIOXIDE (SO2) 
Table 3.3-19: Measures of Significance – RESPIRABLE PARTICULATES 

(PM10) 
Table 3.3-20: Measures of Significance – RESPIRABLE PARTICULATES 

(PM2.5) 
Table 3.3-21: Measures of Significance – TOXIC AIR CONTAMINANTS 

(TACs) 
Table 3.3-22: Sensitive Receptors Located < 5 Miles from Project 
Table 3.3-23:  Potential Maximum Impacts Predicted By HARP 
Table 3.4-1: List of Special Status Species that could occur in the Project 

Vicinity 
Table 3.7-1:  Emissions by Sector in 2007 
Table 3.7-2: Estimated Non-Mitigated Annual Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

(Tons/Year) 
Table 3.7-3: Total Change in GHG 

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
1 California Air Resources Board Website Data as of July 2012 
2 Ibid 
3 Ibid 
4 Data not available after 2001 as of July 2012. 
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