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Subject: POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF CALCERTS AS A HERS PROVIDER FOR HERS RATERS 

CONDUCTING FIELD VERIFICATION AND DIAGNOSTIC TESTING TO 
DEMONSTRATE COMPLIANCE WITH THE 2013 BUILDING ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
STANDARDS FOR NEWLY CONSTRUCTED BUILDINGS AND ALTERATIONS TO 
EXISTING BUILDINGS AND THE CALCERTS HERS DATA REGISTRY AS A 
RESIDENTIAL DATA REGISTRY. 

 
Summary of Item 

 
The Energy Commission’s HERS regulations, Title 20, Chapter 4, Article 8, Sections 
1670 through 1675, authorize the Energy Commission to approve organizations to be 
HERS Providers, who oversee the training, certification, and oversight functions of 
HERS Raters. The Title 20 regulations detail the functions and systems that must be 
included in a HERS Providers’ program, and the application requirements and other 
criteria that must be met for Energy Commission approval. HERS Raters conduct the 
field verification and diagnostic testing services required to demonstrate compliance 
with Title 24, Part 6, Building Energy Efficiency Standards to ensure correct installation 
of specific building features and equipment that have been shown to be prone to 
incorrect installation in the past. The procedures for how Field Verification and 
Diagnostic Testing is to be conducted are detailed in sections RA2 (for residential 
construction) and NA1 (for non-residential construction) of the Reference Appendices 
for the 2013 Building Energy Efficiency Standards. The Reference Appendices are 
adopted as regulations at the same time that the Energy Commission adopts the 
Building Energy Efficiency Standards. Detailed protocols for Field Verification and 
Diagnostic Testing of specific building features and equipment are also included in the 
2013 Reference Appendices. 
 
CalCERTS has submitted an application for approval as a HERS Provider to oversee 
HERS Raters conducting field verification and diagnostic testing for newly constructed 
buildings and alterations to existing buildings for the 2013 Building Energy Efficiency 
Standards, which will go into effect on July 1, 2014. Staff has reviewed the CalCERTS 
application and has determined that they satisfy the requirements specified in the HERS 
regulations, the Reference Appendices, and the 2013 Building Energy Efficiency  
Standards as a HERS Provider overseeing HERS Raters conducting field verification 
and diagnostic testing for newly constructed buildings and alterations to existing  




