










June 16, 2014 
 
 
Robert Oglesby  
Executive Director  
California Energy Commission  
1516 Ninth Street, MS 39  
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512 
 
 
Dear Mr. Oglesby: 
 

I am writing as the President of the Sacramento City Unified School District Board of education and the Chair 
of the district’s Facilities Committee, a body that oversees the operations of over 90 facilities throughout 
Sacramento.  I am specifically writing to urge the California Energy Commission to ensure that the regulations 
requiring training and certification of persons who perform Title 24-mandated non-residential “acceptance 
testing” for lighting controls go into effect concurrently with the rest of the 2013 Energy Code on July 1, 2014.   

 
Staggering the effective date of various lighting requirements in the Code will cause substantial confusion and 
should be avoided. Compliance with the lighting control acceptance test requirements will be much more likely 
and enforcement significantly easier if the certification requirement goes into effect the same date as the rest of 
the 2013 Energy Code.  I strongly urge the Commission to take the steps necessary to ensure a concurrent roll 
out on July 1, 2014. 

 
The confusion that will result from staggered implementation dates will come at significant cost to public 
agencies such as school districts in resources spent responding to inquiries from confused contractors and other 
parties. The Energy Commission will also be wasting resources responding to counties and municipalities who 
are confused by a staggered implementation.  

 
Perhaps most important, delayed implementation of the certification requirement will result in reduced energy 
efficiency and sub-standard performance.  Until the Commission’s certification requirements go into effect, 
there are no training or qualification requirements for the person performing and documenting the acceptance 
testing.  The 2013 Title 24 energy code requires sophisticated acceptance test inspections, but these inspections 
are unreliable unless performed by acceptance testers who have the skills, knowledge and ability to competently 
perform these inspections.  Without reliable acceptance tests, the code cannot be meaningfully enforced, and we 
will not achieve our energy efficiency goals.   

 
I once again strongly urge the Commission to take the steps necessary to ensure a concurrent roll out on July 1, 
2014. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Patrick Kennedy 

 
 
Patrick Kennedy 
President 
SCUSD Board of Education 
  
  

 
Putting Students First 
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