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Subject: California Environmental Quality Act Analysis for EPC-15-042

I am a Mechanical Engineer in the Research and Development Division, California Energy Commission, and am the Commission’s Agreement Manager for proposed Agreement EPC-15-042 (“Agreement”).  

Pursuant to my work in developing the Agreement, including the Scope of Work for the Agreement, I have reviewed the City of Chino’s (the “City’s”) California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) documents for The Preserve Specific Plan Project (“The Preserve”) a 5,435 acre subdivision plan.  The City’s CEQA documents for the plan include the 2003 Final Environmental Impact Report for The Preserve (“FEIR”); the City’s 2003 Resolution No. 2003-015, adopting the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan and Statement of Overriding Considerations; and the City’s 2008 Addendum to the 2003 EIR.  The 2008 Addendum was for Specific Plan Amendment 2007-02 for minor roadway realignments within the project site. 

In the City’s FEIR, it identified six areas in which The Preserve would create significant, but unavoidable, environmental impacts.  These areas are:  Land Use; Agriculture; Biological Resources; Transportation; Air Quality, and; Electricity.  In each of these areas, the City concluded that specific economic, social, or other considerations make infeasible the mitigation measures or Project alternatives identified in the FEIR.  	(Pg72-96)

Based on my review and consideration of the above documents, it is my independent and professional opinion that, since the above CEQA documents have been finalized, there have been no new project changes, and no new, additional, or increased significant environmental impacts have occurred.  Furthermore, I have not identified any new information which would change the conclusions of the City’s CEQA documents, or render those conclusions inadequate.  

It is also my independent and professional opinion that the work to be performed under the proposed Agreement falls within the scope of the City’s CEQA documents, and that the Agreement will not result in any new significant environmental impacts.  Finally, I have not identified any new mitigation measures, within the Commission’s authority, that would lessen or further mitigate the impacts of The Preserve.  

The reasons for my conclusions are as follows: 

The proposed Agreement includes three main construction components: (1) Upgrading equipment efficiencies from the baseline energy code requirements; (2) Altering construction techniques used to build the new residential structures; and (3) Switching fuel types for some appliances installed in the new buildings (i.e., moving from gas appliances to electric appliances).  The proposed Agreement would fund Zero Net Energy upgrades for up to fifty single family residences within The Preserve.  All of the construction and operation for the proposed Agreement will be within the activities evaluated by The Preserve CEQA documents identified above. The scope of work of the proposed Agreement has no omissions from, or conflicts of information with, the City’s 2003 FEIR or the 2008 Addendum to the 2003 EIR. 

Land Use: 
The proposed Agreement will not have any impact on land use, and will not change the impacts identified in the City’s CEQA documents. 

The Statement of Overriding Considerations identifies several unmitigable items under the land use category, including:
1. Land use change from rural to urban. 
2. Land use conflicts between urban and agricultural uses.
3. Land use conflicts between urban uses and IEUA Co-Composting Facility.
4. Conversion of agricultural/open space to urban uses.
The proposed Agreement will not implicate any of the findings as identified in the statement of overriding considerations.

Agriculture:
The proposed Agreement will not have any impact on agriculture, and will not change the impacts identified in the City’s CEQA documents.

The Statement of Overriding Considerations identifies several unmitigable items under the agriculture category, including:
1. Loss of prime farmland.
2. Acceleration of Williamson Act contract non-renewals and cancellations.
3. Offsite relocation of dairies.
The proposed Agreement will not implicate any of the findings as identified in the statement of overriding considerations.

Hydrology and Water Quality:
The proposed Agreement will not have any impact on hydrology and water quality, and will not change the impacts identified in the City’s CEQA documents.

Biological Resources:
The proposed Agreement will not have any impact on biological resources, and will not change the impacts identified in the City’s CEQA documents.

The Statement of Overriding Considerations identifies several unmitigable items under the biological resources category, including:
1. Loss of burrowing owl habitat.
2. Loss of raptor habitat.
3. Loss of land cover types.
The proposed Agreement will not implicate any of the findings as identified in the statement of overriding considerations.


Geology and Soils:
The proposed Agreement will not have any impact on geology and soils, and will not change the impacts identified in the City’s CEQA documents.

Hazards:
The proposed Agreement will not have any impact on hazards, and will not change the impacts identified in the City’s CEQA documents.

Transportation & Circulation:
The proposed Agreement will not have any impact on transportation and circulation, and will not change the impacts identified in the City’s CEQA documents.

The Statement of Overriding Considerations identifies several unmitigable items under the traffic and circulation category, including:
1. Traffic impacts on local and regional intersections, streets and highways to LOS “E” or “F”.
2. Impacts on 35 freeway segments needed to provide adequate LOS.
The proposed Agreement will not implicate any of the findings as identified in the statement of overriding considerations.

Air Quality:
The proposed building of Zero Net Energy homes under the Agreement would not increase local air emissions. To the contrary, this Agreement would reduce the overall on-site emissions from those identified for The Preserve. The Agreement would reduce greenhouse gas emissions through: (1) replacement of LNG burning appliances with electrically powered; and (2) reduction of net energy consumption through the installation of high efficiency appliances and on-site renewable generation. Therefore, no new significant air emissions, beyond those originally identified in the City’s CEQA documents, either for criteria pollutants or toxics, would occur should the Energy Commission approve the Agreement. 

The Statement of Overriding Considerations identifies several unmitigable items under the agriculture category, including:
1. Construction activity emissions impacts on air quality.
2. Project related increases in NOx and CO emissions at Build out.
3. Odor impacts on sensitive uses during the transition to urban uses.
The proposed Agreement will not implicate any of the findings as identified in the statement of overriding considerations.

Population and Housing:
The proposed Agreement will not have any impact on population and housing, and will not change the impacts identified in the City’s CEQA documents.

Public Services – Schools, Police, Fire, Library, Parks/Recreation:
The proposed Agreement will not have any impact on public services, and will not change the impacts identified in the City’s CEQA documents.

Noise:
The proposed Agreement will not have any impact on noise, and will not change the impacts identified in the City’s CEQA documents.

Utilities – Water, Wastewater, electricity, Natural gas, waste management, telecommunications
Electricity:
The proposed Agreement will not significantly impact total electrical demand beyond that originally identified in the City’s CEQA documents. According to the FEIR for The Preserve, approximately 33% of the projected demand, or 55,017,390 MW/hr/yr, has been attributed to residential electrical uses for the entire original scope of The Preserve. The proposed Agreement (EPC-15-042) will develop approximately 50 zero net energy homes, which has the potential to reduce the total estimated electrical demand by up to 547 MW/hr/yr.  As such, the activities funded by the Agreement will potentially reduce The Preserve’s impact upon electrical demand.  

The Statement of Overriding Considerations identifies several unmitigable items under the agriculture category, including:
1. Uncertainty over future electricity supplies to serve the project.
The proposed Agreement will not implicate any of the findings as identified in the statement of overriding considerations.

Natural Gas:
The proposed Agreement will not significantly impact total natural gas demand beyond that originally identified in the City’s CEQA documents.  According to the FEIR for The Preserve, approximately 3.9 Million ft3/yr has been attributed to residential natural gas uses for the entire original scope of The Preserve. The proposed Agreement (EPC-15-042) will develop approximately 50 zero net energy homes, which has the potential to reduce the total estimated natural gas demand by up to 2.12 Million ft3/yr.  As such, the activities funded by the Agreement will potentially reduce The Preserve’s impact upon natural gas demand.  

Cultural Resources:
The proposed Agreement will not have any impact on cultural resource, and will not change the impacts identified in the City’s CEQA documents.

Aesthetics:
The proposed Agreement will not have any impact on aesthetics, and will not change the impacts identified in the City’s CEQA documents.














