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I am an Associate Energy Specialist in the Fuels and Transportation Division of the California Energy Commission. Based on my review of (1) Fullerton Joint Union High School District’s ((FJUHSD) which is both the lead agency and project proponent) Initial Study (IS) and Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for their compressed natural gas (CNG) refueling upgrade and expansion, and (2) proposed Agreement ARV-16-003, including the final version of the scope of work, it is my opinion that the work to be performed under the proposed agreement is consistent with the MND and implementation of the MND’s mitigation measures will mitigate the environmental impacts of the Agreement project to less than significant levels. The reasons for my conclusion are as follows:

FJUHSD’s proposed project upgrades, relocates, and expands the existing CNG refueling facility at the District’s Transportation Center (DTC or CNG Site). Main construction components include:  (1) relocation of current CNG compressor/equipment from the southwest corner to the northeast corner of the site secured by the installation of a six-foot-high chain-link fence (with gates) around the equipment; (2) expansion of the facility by installing 15 new time-fill posts with 2 dispensers (hoses) per post, totaling 30 new dispensers; (3) installing a new public vending fast-fill post with 2 dispensers (available 24/7 with an automated payment system) constructed under an 18-foot canopy (NOTE: The existing 6 slow-fill posts (12 dispensers) would remain and the existing fast-fill post with 2 dispensers would be upgraded and replaced); (4) modifying two driveway approaches to provide access to the new CNG site; and (5) separating the public refueling station from the time-fill refueling station and bus yard by erecting an eight-foot-high concrete masonry wall and two wrought-iron rolling gates. All of the construction for this project and operation will be within the existing FJUHSD bus yard and on the driveway approaches on Leslie Street and falls within the scope of the IS and MND and will take place on existing paved areas. The scope of work of the proposed agreement has no omissions from, or conflicts of information with, the IS and MND.

This project will provide the following improvements and services to FJUHSD, other local transit agencies and the public: (1) the existing time-fill CNG refueling station provides 128 standard cubic feet per minute (scfm) or 60 gas gallon equivalent per hour (GGE/hr) and the proposed project would provide approximately 200 GGE/hr with 250 GGE in storage and potential for an additional 250 GGE in storage. (NOTE: No change to the existing underground storage tank (UST) is proposed.); and (2) the new public vending refueling facility will have the capacity, with 2 dispensers, to provide CNG to 30 vehicles per hour and up to 280 customers per day.

Cultural Resources: 
The proposed project would require trenching and limited grading. The only recorded archaeological resource identified in the La Habra area is over one mile away. Considering the project site has been previously developed and the ground disturbance would be limited for trenching for utility lines, disturbing only the fill elements, the chances of discovering an archaeological resource would be minimal. Should grading disturb soils underneath fill material, as a mitigation measure FJUHSD will retain a qualified archaeologist to perform monitoring during ground-disturbing activities. If subsurface archaeological resources related to major periods of California history or prehistory are uncovered, the discovery will be evaluated for significance by an Orange County Certified Professional Archaeologist and if found significant, evaluations will be completed as appropriate and applicable and included in a comprehensive final report and delivered along with any artifacts, to appropriate agencies.

Transportation/Traffic: 

To facilitate vehicle movement into and out of the CNG site and to minimize the occurrences of vehicles rolling over curbs, the project driveway approaches are designed with tapers flaring outward instead of inward. Signs and pavement arrows will be used at the ingress and egress driveways to inform motorists of the one-way circulation pattern at the CNG refueling station.  Because the project has the potential for vehicles larger than standard school buses to use the public vending refueling station (i.e., large trucks with greater turning radius’s) will be directed to the east side of the public refueling island. As a mitigation measure to facilitate ingress/egress of large trucks and increase safety for all other smaller public vehicles, FJUHSD will also coordinate with the City of La Habra to install red curb (no parking areas) as appropriate on both sides of Leslie Street.
In addition to the above described environmental factors, I agree with FJUHSD’s findings that the proposed project would have no impacts or less-than-significant environmental impacts for all other environmental factors listed in FJUHSD’s IS and MND.

