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California imposes battery efficiency standard

Sacramento Business Journal by Melanie Turner, Staff Writer
Date: Friday, January 13, 2012, 8:11am PST

California has approved a first-in-the-nation standard that will reduce the amount of energy
wasted by battery chargers commonly used to power cell phones, laptop computers, power
tools and other devices.

The California Energy Commission on Thursday approved the new rules for battery-charged
appliances. The rules are expected to save consumers more than $300 million per year, and
eliminate 1 million metric tons of carbon emissions.

"The standards will reduce the wasted electricity from powering our day-to-day appliances by
40 percent and help California meet its strategic climate policy goals,” CEC chairman Robert
Weisenmiller said in a news release.

Small devices such as cell phones, digital cameras and electric toothbrushes, and larger items
such as golf carts and forklifts, all use battery charger systems.

Consumer chargers used in small devices like cell phones must comply with the new standards
by Feb. 1, 2013. Industrial charger compliance is required by Jan. 1, 2014. Compliance for small
commercial chargers, such as portable bar code scanners, is required by Jan. 1, 2017.

Read more here: http://www.bizjournals.com/sacramento/news/2012/01/13/california-
imposes-battery-efficiency.html




