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UNITED STATES : Energy Commission Awards $1.5
Million For Smart Grid Research Projects
Social Media Tools

The California Energy Commission today awarded $1,499,999 for two research projects
addressing smart grid.

Funding for both projects comes from the Commission's Public Interest Energy Research (PIER)
program. The smart grid is a system consisting of an electrical grid, a communication network,
and computerized control systems to monitor, control, and manage the creation, distribution,
storage, and consumption of electricity.

"The research will help take California's electrical grid into the 21st century by making it more
responsive, robust, and efficient," said Energy Commission Chair Dr. Robert Weisenmiller.

San Diego Gas and Electric (SDG&E) will receive $1 million to install an advanced, wireless
communications system that will be used to monitor and control smart grid devices. The
Commission's funding is the cost-share for SDG&E's $28.1 million American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act award from the U.S. Department of Energy. SDG&E will provide the
remaining funds for the $63.1 million project.

The communications system will use the latest in wireless technology to deliver digital data to
and from smart grid devices. The system will also allow SDG&E to monitor, communicate with
and control transmission and distribution equipment over a regional grid spanning 4,100 square
miles, helping to accelerate the use of smart grid applications and devices.

The Commission also approved $499,999 to the University of California at Los Angeles to
implement automated demand response with the campus' smart grid communications
platform. In automated demand response, sensors and monitors collect data in real time,
allowing buildings to monitor and respond automatically to commands from an utility or
independent system operator. The research will help determine the most effective method of
implementing demand response based on the behavior of residents living in campus dorms.
The project will also explore new applications of automated demand response such as electrical
vehicles and smart appliances.

Read more here: http://www.utilityproducts.com/news/2012/03/15/united-states-energy-
commission-awards-1-5-million-for-smart-grid-research-projects.html







