Energy Commission approves $5 Million for Fresno Biorefinery
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It's probably less difficult than changing swords into plowshares, but converting sugar beets into a fuel
to power your car still takes money. So at its business meeting Thursday morning, the California Energy
Commission has awarded $4,998,399 to Mendota Bioenergy LLC. The money would be used for the
design, construction and operation of an advanced biorefinery demonstration plant.

The project is slated to use advanced technology to convert 10,000 tons of sugar beets into 285,000
gallons of advanced biofuel ethanol. Eventually, the facility could produce 40 million gallons of biofuel
annually. Sugar beets are plentiful in the area, and were processed at a Mendota sugar plant until it
closed in 2008.

This project supports the design and development of a future biorefinery center in Mendota in western
Fresno County, a community often cited by national news media for its high unemployment rates.The
project is expected to create more than 250 jobs during construction, roughly 100 long-term positions in
operations, and more than 150 labor and agricultural jobs.

"This award supporting the development of an advanced biorefinery will help to keep California as the
leader in alternative fuel innovation," says Energy Commission Chairman Robert Weisenmiller.
"Developing advanced fuels is essential to reducing greenhouse gas emissions to protect the
environment and public health, and to meet the state's climate change policies."

The award is being made through the Commission's Alternative and Renewable Fuel and Vehicle
Technology Program, created by Assembly Bill 118. For the current fiscal year, the program is slated to
invest approximately $90 million to encourage the development and use of new technologies, and
alternative and renewable fuels, to help the state meet its climate-change goals. It is funded through
vehicle and boat registration fees, as well as smog check and license plate fees.\



