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	Q.1
	I understand that the ZNE or applied research and development projects in GFO 15-308 do not need to be inside a disadvantaged community, but that it contributes to the project. We’re interested in applying and we’d like to know if the San Diego Food Bank (which is not inside the specified disadvantaged communities, and is not a community in of itself) would count in that manner.

	A.1
	As stated in Part I, Section B of the application manual, disadvantaged communities are areas identified by census tract and represent the 25% highest scoring tracts in CalEnviroScreen 2.0 or later versions. Please use the SB 535 interactive maps to identify disadvantaged communities located at http://www.calepa.ca.gov/EnvJustice/GHGInvest/. If the San Diego Foodbank’s address does not meet this definition then it will not be considered a disadvantaged community.

To achieve points under Scoring Criteria 9 (optional for Groups 1, 2, 5 and 6), all test or demonstration sites must be located in a disadvantaged community and must justify how the project will benefit low income residents in the community. 


	Q.2
	For scoring, does a project need to be BOTH sited in a low income community location (CalEnviro Score) and also deliver benefits to the community for those points in Scoring Criteria 9?


	A.2
	To achieve points under Scoring Criteria 9, Section IV.F of Application Manual, the project must be in both a disadvantaged community and benefit low income residents. Refer also to Question 1 and Scoring Criteria 9.

	Q.3
	Please give an example of justification for how the project will benefit low income residents in disadvantaged communities. 

	A.3
	Examples of how the project will benefit low income residents in disadvantaged communities include documentation of employment of low income residents in the community to undertake proposed work or low income residents in the community being able to occupy buildings included in the project.
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	Q.4 
	About match funding: are there rules as to which parties may or may not contribute to match funding?

	A.4 
	As stated in Section I.E.2 of Application Manual, match funding sources include, but are not limited to, the prime contractor, subcontractors, and services provided by the pilot testing/demonstration/deployment sites.  Match funds do not include Energy Commission awards, EPIC funds received from other sources, future/contingent awards from other entities, the cost or value of the project work site, the cost or value of structures or other improvements affixed to the project work site permanently or for an indefinite period of time, or the use of existing equipment for the demonstration. 


	Q.5
	Are there rules as to who may or may not contribute to match funding? Does it have to be the project beneficiary who provides the match funds?

	A.5
	Match funding can be from any source provided that they follow the match funding requirements in Section I.E.2 of Application Manual. See also response to Question 4.


	Q.6
	For optional match funding, are the additional 5 discretionary points at all related to the amount? Would it be possible to score one point for amount committed and five points because it is cash in hand?

	A.6
	As indicated in Section IV.F Scoring Criteria 8:
· 5 points for this criterion will be awarded based on the percentage of match funding that exceeds the minimum match funding amount, relative to the EPIC funds requested. This ratio will be multiplied by 5 to yield the points, and rounded to the nearest whole number. 
· The remaining 5 points for this criterion will be based on the level of commitment, type of match funding (e.g., cash in hand funds will be considered more favorably than other types of match funding), dollar value justification, and funding replacement strategy as described in the match funding commitment letter (see Attachment 11).

Please refer to Section IV.F Scoring Criteria 8 for additional explanation of how match funding points are calculated.

	Q.7
	Investor-owned utilities (IOUs) cannot be applicants, however the solicitation is silent as to whether or not IOUs can contribute the match funding? Please let us know if IOUs can contribute Match Funding.

	A.7
	As indicated in Section II.A.1. This solicitation is open to all public and private entities and individuals with the exception of publicly-owned utilities. Investor-owned utilities can be applicants and may contribute match funds to the project. Please see match funding requirements in Section I.E.2 of Application Manual and also response to Question 8.

	Q.8
	I have the following questions:
1) May the IOU’s participate in our customer’s projects (that they would apply for in GFO-15-308)? 
2) Can EE incentives and/or rebates (or other types of utility funding support)) from IOUs be included as match funds? 

	A.8
	1) IOUs can be applicants, may contribute match funds to, and may otherwise participate in, projects under this solicitation.
2) Yes, IOUs can provide EE incentives or rebates as long as the utilities have the authority to do so. The Energy Commission has no restrictions on IOUs using non-EPIC funds as match funding for EPIC projects in this solicitation. However, the Energy Commission does not regulate utilities. Our understanding is that IOUs seeking recovery of any funds spent by them on EPIC projects must go through the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC). Please refer to Section IV.F Scoring Criteria 8 for additional explanation of how match funding points are calculated.

	Q.9
	Renewable generation may be one of the key components of the solution for implementing Net Zero efficiency. Can CEC funds be used to purchase Solar PV or does solar expense go towards match funding?

	A.9
	No. The generation system cannot be funded with EPIC funds for this solicitation. See Section II.B of the Application Manual, “Project Requirements.” However, the renewable generation system may be counted as match funding. Please see match funding requirements in Section I.E.2 of the Application Manual.

	Q.10
	Are energy storage, solar or demand response technologies eligible for grant funds? If not, are they eligible as match?

	A.10
	Energy storage and solar technologies cannot be funded with EPIC funds for this solicitation but can be included as match funds if directly related to the project. See Sections II.B and I.E.2 of the Application Manual.  Demand response technologies are eligible if they directly contribute to reducing the building or facility electricity demand or usage or provide other services that reduce impact on the electric grid, such as ability to address over-generation at certain times of the year.

	Q.11
	Can solar systems deployed with a power purchase agreement or lease be eligible as match?

	A.11
	For PPAs, only the energy price paid by the end-user during the EPIC agreement term can be used as match. 

Please see match funding requirements in Section I.E.2 of Application Manual.

	Q.12
	Can ratepayer/IOU incentives such as rebates be used as match?

	A.12
	 Yes. See response to Question 8.

	Q.13
	Can PG&E funds be used as match funds?

	A.13
	Yes. See response to Question 8. 

	Q.14
	Can DOE funds be used as match funds?

	A.14
	Yes. Please see match funding requirements in Section I.E.2 of Application Manual.

	Q.15
	Under the assumption that student and instructor labor would be a major contribution to constructing the ZNE microhomes, could the community colleges' own funding of instructors and student stipends count towards the 20% match?

	A.15
	Yes. Please see match funding requirements in Section I.E.2 of Application Manual.

	Q.16
	It was noted in the Workshop Q&A that energy storage was not a part of this proposal. As it does play a role in demand side management– is storage eligible as match funding?

	A.16
	Yes. Energy storage can be included in project proposals; however; these costs must be covered by match funds. See response to Question 10.

	Q.17
	Please clarify – in one section it states:
“Match funds” do not include… the cost or value of structures or other improvements affixed to the project work site permanently or for an indefinite period of time (e.g., photovoltaic systems)” then below under Equipment it states
“Purchasing equipment with match funding is encouraged because there are no disposition requirements at the end of the agreement for such equipment. Typically, grant recipients may continue to use equipment purchased with Energy Commission funds if the use is consistent with the intent of the original agreement.” 

Please clarify whether equipment remaining at the project site for an indefinite period of time can still count as match.

	A.17
	Equipment related to the project such as a PV system purchased during the agreement term that is expected to remain at the project site for an indefinite period of time may count as match.  

	Q.18
	Can generation assets be used as cost share for projects under Groups 5 and 6 (i.e. battery energy storage, solar PV or fuel cells)?

	A.18
	Yes. Match funding must follow requirements included in I.E.2 of the Application Manual. Please also see response to Question 10.

	Q.19
	If property is purchased and being paid for with loan payments during and after the project, can the loan interest be used as match? 

	A.19
	No. Eligible match funding categories are listed in Section I.E.2 of the Application Manual. Match funds do not include the cost or value of the project work site. Please also see response to Q4.

	Q.20
	Can affordable housing projects use local or state funding sources as match? Specifically, low income tax credits used for the development of the project?

	A.20
	Yes. The amount of tax credit that can be used as match would be the amount that accrues during the agreement term of the project. 

	Q.21
	Can public land that has already been donated to enable the development of a ZNE project be considered as the 20% required match? 


	A.21
	No. Match funds must be spent during the agreement term of the proposed project. Match funds do not include the cost or value of the project work site. Please also see Section I.E.2 of the Application Manual and response to Q4.

	Q.22
	I have the following questions:
a) Can EPIC funds be used for out of country travel?  
b) Can EPIC funds be used to fund the testing facilities located outside of the United States? 
c) If not, can these costs be included as match funding?

	A.22
	a) EPIC funds cannot be spent on out of country travel.
b) EPIC funds cannot be spent on work outside the United States.
c) Match funds may cover these costs if there are no legal restrictions.
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	Q.23
	Does this solicitation apply only to commercial and multi-family buildings, or can it apply to non-commercial, e.g., some industrial facilities?

	A.23
	This solicitation applies to residential (e.g., single and multi-family) and commercial buildings (e.g., retail, offices, schools, hospitals, restaurants, etc.). Industrial facilities are not included (e.g., manufacturing facilities, food processing, canneries, wastewater and water treatment, etc..

	Q.24
	For new construction projects: a) are there any restrictions to applying for projects that are currently in construction, or b) do the projects need to be in pre-design or design phases?

	A.24
	a) Although there are no restrictions for projects currently in construction, projects that are in the construction phase must justify why EPIC funds are needed and discuss this in Attachment 4 under Technical Merit and Need.  For instance, if a project under construction was designed to meet only the Title 24 building energy efficiency code for 2013, you must explain why the grant funding will result in higher efficiencies to achieve zero net energy. EPIC funds cannot be used to supplant already existing funds budgeted for the project. 
b) Projects do not necessarily need to be in the pre-design or design phases, but please be aware of the time frame for completing the projects in Groups 5 and 6 of March 31, 2020, and that the projects are anticipated to start around June 30, 2016. 

	Q.25
	Are Building Integrated Wind Power R&D pilot plant or technical demonstration projects applicable to this Solicitation?

	A.25
	Building integrated wind power is a promising renewable generation technology that could be a component of a ZNE project; however the cost of the generation component would have to be covered by match funds since this solicitation focuses EPIC funds towards building end-use efficiency. See also response to Question 9.

	Q.26
	Can the patents owned by the small business company proposing for the suggested Building Integrated Wind Power project be from another State (i.e. AZ) to comply with the project requirements?

	A.26
	There are no restrictions in this solicitation related to patents owned by an out-of-state company. Please note that unless agreed upon and noted in the resultant agreement, all products and deliverables are public. 

	Q.27
	Will the CEC consider non-conventional housing types and sizes that may require the negotiation of waivers from the local building official as exceptions to building code, for example room sizes that are smaller than code requires, particularly if those conversations are already happening?

	A.27
	No. This solicitation targets residential and commercial buildings as included in Title 24 standards and not contingent on receiving waivers from local building officials.    

	Q.30
	If the customer already has a procurement in process for energy storage, can that actual purchase cost apply to multifamily EE for ZNE?

	A.30
	Purchase cost for energy storage can be applied as match funding if the transaction was completed during the term of the agreement and the requirements included in Section I.E.2 of the Application Manual are otherwise met. See also A.10. 

	Q.31
	Are site demonstrations in a building technologies test facility applicable for the demonstration or pilot requirement?  It may be appropriate for some pre-commercial technologies, and could allow for a wider range of use case testing under one roof.

	A.31
	Groups 1 and 2 focus on pilot scale and prototype testing.  Use of test facilities that replicate real world conditions (environment, occupant behavior, etc.) are acceptable and are applicable to Groups 1 and 2.  

Groups 5 and 6 focus on large scale demonstrations. Groups 5 and 6 require installations in actual existing, occupied buildings.  See group requirements in Section II.B.2.

	Q.32
	Are phase change materials which shift timing of energy use eligible for grant funds?

	A.32
	The use of phase change materials in building materials or as part of an HVAC load shifting system (e.g., thermal energy storage) can be included in an integrated suite of energy efficiency projects if justification provided makes the case for improving end-use efficiency. They cannot be stand-alone projects. Please see Sections I.A and II.B.2. of the Application Manual for more information. 

	Q.33
	While the CPUC clearly identifies self-generation such as CHP as an integrated demand side management technology (http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUC/energy/IDSM/), Group 5 requires that the IDSM package be integrated "at a cost within 10% of existing commercially available equipment/conventional construction using standard cost estimating sources such as RS Means cost data."  Would that requirement be applicable and/or required?

	A.33
	Yes. The cost, including the CHP system, must be within 10 percent of the standard construction costs for the buildings/facilities identified for Group 5. 

	Q.34
	Group 5 requires that the "Proposed energy efficiency technologies must exceed applicable 2016 Title 24 and 2015 Title 20 energy efficiency standards." While Title 24 identifies the TIME DEPENDENT VALUATION (TDV) ENERGY to be included in the energy budget which includes power generation, title 20 appears to cover only appliance efficiency standards.  Should we infer that the "and" should be “or” for an IDSM that is self-generation?

	A.34
	No. Both Titles may be applicable. For example, if a proposed project does not involve appliances, then only Title 24 will be applicable. All proposed energy efficiency technologies must exceed applicable 2016 Title 24 and 2015 Title 20 energy efficiency standards.  

	Q.35
	Can grant-supported projects include natural gas-fueled fuel cells if the grant money/cost share money is not used to pay for the fuel cells?

	A.35
	Yes. As EPIC grant funds cannot fund natural gas-fueled systems, this component must be covered with match funds. The funding for this solicitation targets electricity end-use efficiency.  
For groups 3 and 4 which pertain to studies and comparisons with all electric and natural gas infrastructures, we can fund the natural gas portion of the analysis.

	Q.36
	Will the grant pay for part of fuel cells using directed biogas (renewable generation)?

	A.36
	No. The funding for this solicitation must focus on electricity end-use efficiency, not generation including renewables. See response to question 9.

	Q.37
	I have the following questions:
a) Is using directed biogas covered? 
b) Does it have a source requirement? 
c) Does the contract need to extend for any specific length of time?
d) Is there a required percentage of biogas required?

	A.37
	a) No. Funding for this solicitation cannot be used for renewable energy generation. See response to Questions 9 and 36.
b) This question is not applicable as this solicitation focuses on electricity end-use efficiency technologies and not the use of biogas for renewable energy generation or a substitute for natural gas.
c) Please refer to Section I.F  which provides the agreement end dates for all groups
d) This question is not applicable—see response to item b above.

	Q.38
	Would the CEC consider projects that meet Title 24 but require waivers from local building officials?

	A.38
	No. This solicitation targets residential and commercial buildings as included in Title 24 standards and not contingent on receiving waivers from local building officials. See response to Question 27.    

	Q.39
	Would the CEC fund any training or skills instruction that supports construction of microhomes if cost effectiveness could be demonstrated (compared to conventional construction)?

	A.39
	No. Workforce training isn’t covered by this solicitation.  Please refer to the following website for other solicitations that may be appropriate: http://www.energy.ca.gov/contracts/.

	Q.40
	Can grant funds be applied to any energy generation (PV, etc.) for a project?

	A.40
	No. For this solicitation EPIC grant funds cannot be used to purchase energy generation equipment. Groups that have a ZNE component (Groups 2 and 6) must have the generation system covered by match funds. This solicitation focuses on electricity end-use efficiency technologies. Please refer to Questions 9and 37.

	Q.41
	With the understanding that Section I.A of the application manual contains a “include but not limited to” list, as much as possible please provide additional guidance to the specific types of technologies that CEC has in mind as well as those which it would not consider. We understand that any such list could not be exhaustive, but from a proposal standpoint it allows for a much better targeted approach and less uncertainty as to what we should and should not pursue.

	A.41
	The list in Section I.A. identifies some of the major energy using systems associated with buildings.  The technologies for the integrated packages can include some or all of these elements.  Please also refer to Section II.B, “Project Requirements,” and Attachment 13, “Sample Projects,” for other ideas.  The technologies can be emerging, such as those that have not been widely used and meet the definition of pre-commercial as defined in Section I.E of the solicitation manual, but should have high potential for energy savings and cost effectiveness. The technologies used must show some advancement over current practices. See also response to Question 55.

	Q.42
	Can a project consider deferred energy consumption related to heating and cooling, for example, the use of ice banks or hot water cylinders to store energy for later use? 

	A.42
	No. Thermal energy storage (e.g., making ice or chilled water at night) could be included as match funding. Keep in mind that the focus of this solicitation is on-site, electricity end-use efficiency. 

	[bookmark: _Toc433192962]Zero Net Energy Buildings

	Q.43
	If EV chargers comprise most of a new site's load, how will these loads be treated with respect to ZNE?

	A.43
	EV charging loads do not need to be considered in ZNE projects when sizing renewable generation system.

	Q.44
	I have the following questions:
a) How is cost effectiveness defined?  By actual energy/utility cost or TDV?
b)  Can builders or homeowners be compensated from grant funds to buy down the cost of ZNE incremental costs?


	A.44
	a) For the purposes of this solicitation, cost-effectiveness is defined as having simple payback within the useful life of the equipment. Projects should consider cost-effectiveness based on actual energy/utility cost. Simple payback is defined as the total project cost divided by the annual energy cost savings.
b) Yes. Builders and homeowners can use the grant funds to buy down the ZNE incremental costs for technologies that show advancement over current practice and that improve energy efficiency. 

	Q.45
	What is the definition of “near-ZNE” (slide 20 of CEC staff Oct. 6th presentation)?

	A.45
	“Near ZNE” means getting as close to ZNE as cost-effectively and technically achievable. 

	Q.46
	Since the location (e.g. the effect of climate) of a demonstration project influences the impact of any given efficiency technology; and of the strategy/feasibility to achieve ZNE, are there preferred demonstration locations (aside from the IOU territory requirement and disadvantaged community preferences)

	A.46
	No. Test and demonstrations sites are up to the applicant to decide.
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	Q.47
	Please elaborate on the requirement of one application per group from an organization. 
a) If the proposed project scope is distinctly different can multiple proposals per group be submitted?
b) How is organization defined? UC/UC Davis/WCEC?

	A.47
	a) If an applicant submits multiple applications that address the same project group, each application must be for a distinct project (i.e., no overlap with respect to the tasks described in the Scope of Work, Attachment 6). 
b) The term “organization” refers to the legal name of the applicant responding to the solicitation. This will be the recipient of any awards resulting from the solicitation. With organizations such as the University of California, the applicant may be Regents of the University of California on behalf of a specific campus. Please consult with your legal and/or administrative staff to determine the correct designation for your organization. 


	Q.48
	Can a non California resident businesses apply as Prime?

	A.48
	Yes. The solicitation requires all recipients to be registered and in good standing with California Secretary of the State. Please see section II.A.4 of Application Manual.

	Q.49
	Please confirm:  the restriction on the eligibility for “publicly-owned utilities.” Does this mean that CA IOU’s may not participate in the solicitation?  

	A.49
	California investor owned utilities (IOUs) can participate in this solicitation-see also responses to Question 7 and 8. Publicly-owned utilities such as Sacramento Municipal Utility District, and Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, are not eligible to participate.  In accordance with CPUC Decision 12-05-037, funds administered by the Energy Commission may not be used for any purposes associated with publicly-owned utility activities. See Section II.A.1. in the application manual for more information.

	Q.50
	If a Group 5 project focuses on a community-serving facility (e.g., a food bank) that is not inside the specified disadvantaged communities (and is not a community itself), is it counted for purposes of disadvantaged communities?

	A.50
	No. See also response to Question 1.
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	Q.51
	I have the following questions:
a) For Group 2 (new construction) - can we include work that evaluates the performance of homes that were designed to be ZNE that were already constructed? 
b) Is modeling/simulation work allowed?

	A.51
	a) No. The main work must focus on piloting at a test site, including innovative precommercial measures in an integrated suite to achieve climate-specific ZNE for new residential and commercial buildings. Actual data collection post-installation of technologies/packages must be conducted and meet the other requirements outlined in Section II of the Application Manual.
b) Yes. The project can include modeling and simulation work such as helping to establish the baseline, and to assist with package development (including sizing the renewable generation system). 

	Q.52
	For new construction - how specifically does the test site need to be defined? Is a commitment from a builder to build a home in a specific region acceptable?

	A.52
	No. The specific site address for projects in Groups 1,2, 5, and 6 must be provided for each test site or demonstration site and this must be listed in Attachment 1.The specific site address(es) are needed to help review CEQA requirements (see Attachments 1 and 8) and also to determine whether projects are in disadvantaged communities. See also response to Question 91. 

	Q.53
	Does load management and energy storage qualify for Group 1?

	A.53
	The purpose of this group is to maximize energy efficiency in buildings. Load management may qualify for funding if justification provided makes the case for increased end-use electricity efficiency and reduction in the facility electricity demand. Energy storage must be included as match funding.  See also response to Question 10.

	Q.54
	Please clarify the "new construction" requirement for Group 6: "New single-family residential communities (subdivisions), disadvantaged and market-rate multifamily, commercial, military bases, college campuses". For projects at military bases and college campuses, does Group 6 apply only to "new construction" campuses?

	A.54
	No. Group 6 has been expanded to include both new and existing buildings. The latest addendum reflects this change. 

	Q.55
	Can Groups 1 or 5 bidders “adopt” already existing and known pilot-test ready retrofit packages (assuming existing compliance with the Section II and Title 24 2016 requirements of those packages), then propose deployment pilot test or demonstration projects that target the numerous market and/or business practice barriers listed in the Section II & Attachment 13 bullets?

	A.55
	This solicitation targets pre-commercial technologies which are defined in Question 64. These technologies can be those that are not widely used but have high potential for advancing technology and could help overcome barriers to market adoption. See also response to Question 41.

The purpose of funding Groups 1 or 5 is not to duplicate programs being implemented by investor owned utilities. In Attachment 4, you must make the case for how the proposed project will advance, supplement and/or replace current technology and science and why the proposed technologies or packages are pre-commercial. This will be evaluated per Section IV.F, Scoring Criteria 1 of the Application Manual. Groups 1 and 5 projects that meet all solicitation requirements listed in Section II of the Application Manual, and can include efforts to overcome market barriers associated with the proposed project.

	Q.56
	Can Group 5 be used for a college campus that meets all the other requirements of Group 5?


	A.56
	Yes, if the project meets all other requirements in the solicitation. 

	Q.57
	Can Group 6 be used for technology demonstration and deployment projects at an existing college campus with existing buildings?

	A.57
	Yes. Group 6 has been updated to include both new and existing buildings. See also response to Question 54. 

	Q.58
	Can the grant money under Groups 5 and 6 be used to pay for installation of generation assets that are not paid for by the grant (i.e. battery energy storage or fuel cells)?

	A.58
	No. Funding for this solicitation must be used for end-use efficiency, not generation technologies. See also response to Question 9.

	Q.59
	For group 5, one type of customer mentioned is a high energy-using commercial facility.  How is high energy-using commercial facility defined in this case?

	A.59
	High energy-using commercial facilities are buildings with high energy intensities (e.g., kwh/sq-ft), such as food stores, health facilities, and restaurants. Please refer to Attachment 12. Under the Commercial Tab of the Excel spreadsheet, you will find a list of the annual energy use and square footages of various commercial facilities in California. Those with the highest energy density are food stores, health facilities, and restaurants.

	Q.60
	For group 5, it states that the goal is to reduce on-site electricity use through energy efficiency.  Based on how ZNE works, should it be both electricity and therms?

	A.60
	Funding for this solicitation can only be used for end-use electricity efficiency. Proposals that include natural gas technologies must have that portion of the project covered by match funds.

	Q.61
	For group 5, would a reputable organization to perform the peer review of past test results include a University?

	A.61
	Yes, as long as the Applicant is not affiliated with the university that performed the peer review. The intent is to receive an unbiased analysis, free of conflicts of interest.

	Q.62
	Section II.B.2.B, Technology Demonstration & Deployment Group: The Group 4 and 5 references appear incorrect and appear to refer to Group 5 and 6, correct?

	A.62
	Yes. The addendum has corrected this issue. 

	Q.63
	For Groups 1 and 2 please define “packages.”

	A.63
	Packages include several energy efficiency technologies and strategies that affect multiple energy end-uses of a building to improve overall building performance. The packages can include advanced building envelope, HVAC, controls, lighting and plug load strategies (See Section I.A.). Group 1 focuses on maximizing energy efficiency while Group 2 aims to achieve ZNE. 

	Q.64
	I have the following questions:
a) What is the definition of a ‘pre-commercial’ technology?  
b) For example, in Group 1, are packages of commercially available technologies that are not provided as an integrated off-the-shelf solution viable as a pre-commercial technology?

	A.64
	a) For purposes of this solicitation, a pre-commercial technology is one that has not reached commercial maturity or been deployed at scales sufficiently large and in conditions sufficiently reflective of anticipated actual operating environments to enable the appraisal of operational and performance characteristics, or of financial risks. Applicants must provide justification how proposed technologies/packages meet this definition. Please see Attachment 4, Technical Merit and Need. 
b) No. Please see response to question 55.

	Q.65
	Group 1- Are schools (classrooms) considered as small commercial buildings under this group?

	A.65
	Yes. See response to Question 81.

	Q.66
	Group 1- Would a single end-use technology such as HVAC with multiple sub systems and controls count as a retrofit package under this group?

	A.66
	No. Multiple energy end-uses must be addressed, such as lighting, HVAC, and plug loads. 

	Q.67
	Group 2- How is new construction defined since projects need 12 months of data?

	A.67
	As defined by Title 24[footnoteRef:1], newly constructed buildings are those that have never been used or occupied for any purpose. Projects must provide performance and benefits evaluation of proposed integrated packages for at least 12 months post-installation. [1:  http://www.energy.ca.gov/title24/2008standards/prerulemaking/documents/2007-06-13-15_workshop/language/Subchapter1_100_102_rev31.pdf, page 16.
] 


	Q.68
	Group 2- How close does the building demonstration site need to come to net zero, if this is research project to reach net zero?

	A.68
	Building simulation models (such as Energy Pro) can be used to show that the proposed building is designed to achieve zero net energy. Once the project is installed, then independent measurement and verification (12 months of post-installation monitoring and evaluation) will be used to confirm whether ZNE was achieved. . 

	Q.69
	Group 3 states “Determine and estimate the cost of supplying a subdivision/community with electricity-only service to each of the buildings, including all initial infrastructure and capital cost and future maintenance and upkeep.  Does supplying electricity service include ZNE home end uses such as heating and cooling as well as electricity supply e.g., rooftop solar PV?

	A.69
	Yes, we want a comprehensive cost estimate to build an all-electric ZNE community.

	Q.70
	Group 3- Is the comparison to homes/subdivisions with both electric and natural gas utilities meant to refer to ZNE homes with both electric and gas or comparison to non-ZNE homes with both electric and gas for comparison?

	A.70
	All-electric ZNE homes and subdivisions must be compared to ZNE homes and subdivisions with both electricity and natural gas utilities.

	Q.71
	Should Group 3 focus exclusively on new homes?

	A.71
	It can focus on new homes or a major redevelopment of many homes and businesses in a community.  However, the latter (i.e., redevelopment) must show the infrastructure cost savings and benefits to all parties.

	Q.72
	Group 4- Can a proposal only cover either the multifamily or commercial buildings under this group?  Or does it have to cover both in a proposal?

	A.72
	Both multifamily and commercial buildings must be covered in a proposal.

	Q.73
	Our understanding of “energy packages” is an integrated suite of different technologies that will be evaluated in conjunction with each other.
1. Please provide some guidance on the expected or preferred number of technologies to be integrated. 
1. Is a more diverse package (one with technologies that address various different aspects of efficiency) preferred, or would something that focused on a single aspect (e.g. lighting) be viewed equally as long as the cost effectiveness and energy benefit is comparable
1. To what extent are the technologies expected to be evaluated/analyzed individually as well as components of the package as a whole?


	A.73
	a) Since this solicitation focuses on integrated “packages,” the expectation is that these packages include several technologies that address multiple energy end-uses. There is no specific number of technologies that you must include. See answer to Question 66. 
b) The more diverse the packages that affect multiple energy uses, the more attractive your project may be from a scoring perspective. See answer to Question 66.
c) Technologies are expected to be evaluated as an integrated package based on their innovation, advancement of technology and/or scientific knowledge, and contribution towards achieving the energy efficiency goals for zero net energy and existing buildings cost effectively.   

	Q.74
	Regarding Group 5 projects, there may be an inconsistency between the Application Manual and Attachment 13, Sample Projects.  On page 19 of The Application Manual, it states that Group 5 Projects must meet at least one of the following requirements (emphasis added): 
· Demonstrations target disadvantaged communities as defined in Section IV F. of scoring criteria; 
· Demonstrations target high-energy-using commercial facility (e.g., grocery store);
· Demonstrations target small commercial (e.g., small business) facility; 
· Demonstrations target large-scale residential deployment of IDSM measures in retrofit applications.
Attachment 13, page 3 regarding Group 5, the “Applications” are listed as:
New and existing disadvantaged communities, high-energy-using commercial facilities (e.g., grocery store), small commercial, large-scale residential deployment
Does the “large-scale residential deployment” need to be in a disadvantaged community?  I assume not, but need to be certain.        


	A.74
	No. The large-scale residential deployment of IDSM measure in retrofit applications component of this group does not need to be in a disadvantaged community. However, if the project meets the requirements of scoring criteria 9, it will get additional points.

	Q.75
	Regarding Group 6 projects, a community-scale retrofit project could fulfill all the other requirements of Group 6. Is it truly limited to new-construction projects or could an existing community-scale project (size definition required) be allowed? 

	A.75
	Group 6 has been expanded to include both new and existing buildings. The latest addendum reflects this change. See response to Questions 54 and 57.

	Q.76
	Regarding applications under Group 5, and assuming that a team proposes demonstrations targeting large-scale residential deployment of IDSM measures in retrofit applications:
a. IDSM package costs should be within 10% of existing commercially available equipment/conventional construction using standard cost estimating sources such as RS Means cost data.  Does this mean that the IDSM package in a residential retrofit application should be less than 10% of the current cost of the building?  If not, what is the reference cost basis against which the cost of the IDSM package is to be compared?
b. The proposed efficiency technologies must exceed applicable 2016 Title 24 and 2015 Title 20 energy efficiency Standards.  I assume this requirement is for the efficiency improvements to the building, correct?  If not, what additional features/elements of the building must exceed these code requirements?

	A.76
	a) No. That the IDSM package should be within 10% of the cost of existing commercially available equipment/conventional construction using standard cost estimating sources such as the RS Means cost data. This includes installation labor. The reference cost should be based on current equipment that meets Title 24/20, or what is currently available in the marketplace (for unregulated loads). For instance, standard HVAC units installed with standard in-attic ductwork that meets code may cost $11,000, including installation.  A high efficiency HVAC unit, with sealed attics and buried ducts may cost $12,000, including installation. The cost difference in this case is less than 10%. See also response to Question 33.
b) Proposed energy efficiency technologies included must exceed applicable 2016 Title 24 and/or Title 20 energy efficiency standards which are applicable to the proposed efficiency improvements to the building.  

	Q.77
	From Group 5  “All projects in this groups must … Include multiple market players, such as building owners; developers; property managers; real estate agents; and appraiser.”
a. What constitutes a “market player”? Anyone who is involved in the housing market? 
b. How many is multiple?  More than one?
c. To what extent do they have to be involved? Is a letter of support considered “inclusion”?

	A.77
	a) Market players are specific audiences in the buildings market that drive the adoption of clean energy technology on a larger scale. Examples of market players include but are not limited to building owners, designers, contractors, real estate agents and appraisers. 
b) The more market players included in a project, the higher potential for market adoption and future deployment. Projects that have the potential for deployment and expansion after our project ends are more attractive from a scoring perspective than those that have limited potential after our agreement ends. 
c) It depends on their level of involvement. If these entities will provide match funding, a demonstration site, or a test site, then they must submit a Letter of Commitment.  Market players that are not contributing these items can submit Support Letters.  Please refer to Section III.E.11 for Commitment and Support Letter requirements. 
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	Q.78
	How do we find interested building retrofit candidates for Building Integrated Wind Power? When do we need them to commit to the project?

	A.78
	The Energy Commission recently created a networking hub on LinkedIn titled “California Energy Commission Networking Hub” (https://www.linkedin.com/grp/post/6925861-6057920613496926210). To join that group, press ‘Join’.  All test and demonstration sites needed to be committed at the time your application is submitted to the Energy Commission. 
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	Q.79
	Can you define new construction?  Can new construction include an expansion in square feet of an existing building?  

	A.79
	Newly constructed building as defined by Title 24 is a building that has never been used or occupied for any purpose. To be considered new construction for this solicitation, building(s) targeted in the proposed project must meet this definition. See also response to Question 67.

An addition to a building can be considered new construction.  However, it must meet all the group requirements stated in the solicitation.    

	Q.80
	If buildings are built for occupancy in 2015 but not fully operational or occupied, are they considered to be “New”?

	A.80
	Newly constructed building as defined by Title 24 is a building that has never been used or occupied for any purpose. See response to Question 67.

	Q.81
	How is ‘small commercial’ defined?

	A.81
	Any building with less than 50,000 square feet of conditioned space that is a business, school, office, medical facility, and others that are not industrial/ manufacturing facilities. This also defined in the application manual.

	Q.82
	Are hospitals considered businesses/commercial buildings?

	A.82
	Yes, they may be.

	Q.83
	Are new or modified tools considered pre-commercial technology?

	A.83
	Yes, they may be. However, the tools must relate to one of the groups and must meet all the project requirements in Section II. Applicants must provide justification on how the proposed tool will meet the technical merit and need requirements in the Scoring Criteria, Section IV.F.
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	Q.84
	The new online submission portal link did not work - is it being updated for use by Nov 20?  

	A.84
	The online electronic submissions option is not available for this GFO.


	Q.85
	The GFO calls for anyone with a contract over $100k to be identified in the proposal. We know the contractor on our project will indeed exceed that threshold. 

Does the contractor that will build the proposed residential zero net energy structures need to be selected and identified in the proposal, if our team prefers to put the design package out to competitive bid to secure the best pricing and qualifications? Does the contractor have to be identified?

	A.85
	Subcontractors do not need to be identified at the time of application submission.  They can be listed as “to be determined” in the budget.  However, budget details (Attachment 7) must be submitted for each subcontract containing: 1) $100,000 or more of Energy Commission funds or 2) 25% or more of the total Energy Commission funds requested, even if those subcontractors are “to be determined”.  The budget details must include direct labor rates, fringe benefits and indirect overhead rates, etc.

	Q.86
	Can sub-contractors be selected at a later point in time for those with budgets over $100,000?

	A.86
	Yes, see response to Question 85. Since the duration of these agreements will be limited, your ability to identify as many subcontractor team members will increase the likelihood of being able to complete the project within the project schedule in Section I.F.

	Q.87
	Will electronic submissions be allowed? 

	A.87
	No, see response to Question 84. 

	Q.88
	What is flexibility of project duration- can it be 3 years?

	A.88
	Project term is up to the applicant to the extent that the project timeline is within the required start and end dates identified in I.F of the application manual. 

	Q.89
	As I understand the GFO, there are four regions in which the agency is seeking projects for the “Reducing Costs for Communities and Businesses” grants (GFO-15-308).  Los Angeles, Ventura, and Orange counties have been clustered together.  I recall it being mentioned at the workshop in Lynwood that the agency is reconsidering this restriction.  Is this correct and do you intend to allow additional counties?  I have identified some great potential partners for commercial demonstrations, but they are in Riverside and San Bernardino Counties.  Also, a significant amount of Los Angeles County is off the table because they are serviced by LADWP. 

	A.89
	You are referencing another solicitation, perhaps GFO-15-306, Regional Energy Innovation Clusters. We have referred your question to Angela Hockaday, the Grant Officer for this solicitation.

As for GFO-15-308, which is the subject of this question and answer set, this solicitation is open is open to all public and private entities and individuals with the exception of publicly-owned utilities. However, all test and demonstration sites must be located in an electric investor-owned utility service territory. 

	Q.90
	In the Statement of Work, Att 6, the “Recipient shall” section refers to specific allowed software application development. Would you have to convert everything if you use for example, Java or C++?


	A.90
	No, if you obtain Energy Commission staff approval in advance of using different software listed in the Statement of Work, Attachment 6. The Software Application Development section included in Subtask 1.1 of Attachment 6 Statement of Work states that the Applicant will use the most up-to-date applicable software version required to complete the agreement unless the Energy Commission approves other software applications such as open source.
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	Q.91
	The solicitation does not specifically request a property location be specified. However, clearly in order for CEQA compliance to be made by mid-Feb 2016, a site must be selected for the grant application purposes. Because our public sector partner has not yet made the proposed property for this project public, but is in the environmental review process and will have CEQA documents completed by mid-Feb. 2016, is it sufficient to describe the site in terms of general location, i.e., property acreage, topography, existing/required utilities, access to public transportation and so forth, without specifying the exact location address?

	A.91
	No. Without a project address, your application will be deemed incomplete and will not pass the screening criteria. This is required in Attachment 1 of solicitation documents for each test or demonstration site(s) included in projects. Applicants must complete Attachment 8, CEQA Compliance Form. Item 3 of this form requires identifying the street address.  This address will be listed on agreement documents and will become public once the Notice of Proposed Award is posted in early January 2016. 


	Q.92
	Does CEQA compliance apply for every retrofit?  I believe in some instances CEQA compliance is not required, so if that is the case how would we provide documentation within the 30 day period of the NOPA?

	A.92
	All projects must comply with CEQA, including retrofits in existing buildings. In some instances, (a) categorical exemption(s) may apply. Whether or not (a) categorical exemption(s) applies is dependent on the facts of the particular project. The Energy Commission may determine that a categorical exemption applies to applicable projects, depending on the role taken (i.e., lead or responsible agency) and work already done by any local jurisdiction. If a local jurisdiction has already determined, prior to the Energy Commission’s review, that a project is categorically exempt, the applicant may submit to the Energy Commission the local agency’s resolution, order, or other document showing that determination. The Energy Commission would consider this in its own, independent CEQA review. 

Categorical exemptions can be found at Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, Chapter 3, sections 15300 et seq. Section 15301 For example, “Existing Facilities,” may be of particular interest to applicants targeting upgrades to existing buildings (e.g., Group 1) under this solicitation.”
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