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[bookmark: _Toc448993430]Administrative
1. [bookmark: _Ref431390881]Q:	Who owns the equipment after grant completion if the equipment was purchased using grant funding?
A:	The recipient owns the equipment. However, the State has an interest in how the equipment will be used going forward. During the term of the agreement we want to ensure that the equipment is being used for our project alone. That is why the equipment cannot be encumbered during the term of the agreement. At the end of the agreement, we want to know how the equipment is going to be used going forward and that the equipment will be used for similar or the same activities. Equipment is encouraged to be purchased via match share.  Please see grant terms and conditions which can be found at: http://www.energy.ca.gov/research/contractors.html  
[bookmark: _Toc448993431]General
2. Q:	Is there a minimum amount of testing time required for the demonstration?  For example the equipment must be tested for X months.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A:	There is no minimum amount of testing time required, however, equipment testing for data collection should be sufficient to provide conclusions that result in measurable benefits for the proposed technology.
[bookmark: I08F75E14A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F75E15A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F78520A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F78521A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F78522A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F78523A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F78524A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F78525A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F7D340A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F7D342A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F7FA50A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F7FA51A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F86F80A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F86F81A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: _Toc448993435]Funding Qualification
3. Q:	Can two proposals be submitted for the same research and development, but with demonstrations in two separate air basins?
A:	Yes. Two separate proposals can be submitted if the demonstration sites are in different locations and in different groups listed in the application manual.
4. Q:	Can two of the same proposal be submitted but for different funding groups?
A:	Yes, however separate proposals must be submitted for each group indicating the distinction in demonstration sites.
5. Q:	Can a similar or the same vehicle being used for the demonstration be operated in two different air basins for a project? For example, a vehicle is demonstrated in the ports in the South Coast Air Basin, and then moved to the San Joaquin Valley Air Basin for further demonstration?
A:	Data analysis should support independent conclusions for separate applications submitted that include the same research, but with different demonstration sites. Separate applications should be submitted for separate demonstration sites. The Energy Commission reserves the right to fund partial portions of a project if research is considered duplicative; however, applications should be submitted as stand-alone projects based on demonstration locations if demonstration sites are in different groups.
6. Q:	Would the Energy Commission consider an application that proposed a budget that included work in the two air basins considered under this GFO?
A:	Yes, we would consider this under the scoring criteria as long as it falls into one of the three groups. Applicants should clearly identify work being done in each basin and provide budget details that distinguish funding amounts for each air basin.
7. Q:	Is there a format or menu that could be designed to allow applicants the option to comingle applications for both air basins so that dollars for research are clearly distinguished from demonstration dollars allowing CEC to consider options to fund work in one or both air basins while not repeating the research tasks?
A:	No.  Applicants should submit proposals using the format and attachments provided in the solicitation.
8. Q:	Is there a preference between a project that proposes more research versus demonstration compared to a project that proposes more demonstration aspects versus research?
A:	Both research and demonstration is eligible under this solicitation. The Energy Commission will consider both scenarios and score proposals accordingly based on solicitation scoring criteria. 
9. Q: Does converting a waste oil propane or diesel burner to natural gas qualify for funding? The burner is used in an off-road industrial application for the asphalt industry within the state of California?
A:	This solicitation is restricted to natural gas off-road vehicle development and the burner would not qualify under this solicitation.
10. Q:	Can grant funding be used for paying for the renewable natural gas needed to fuel the demonstration equipment?
A:	Yes, funding can be used for the purchase of the needed fuel to meet the research and demonstration requirements for a proposed project.
11. Q:	For infrastructure needs, is the infrastructure requirement limited to only being located in distribution hubs?
A:	No, the infrastructure requirement is not limited to locations in distribution hubs. For this solicitation, it is only required that the project have access to fueling. 
12. Q:	Will a fueling plan that has already been established or is currently in play and that can be utilized for a proposed project be considered for this solicitation?
A:	Yes. Projects should have access to fueling, but there are no restrictions on whether it is a new or existing fueling arrangement.
13. Q:	On page 13 under project requirements it says projects must meet the following requirement: “Integration of new production natural gas engines and aftertreatment systems into new chassis and vehicle platforms.” Would you consider projects that use old vehicles and older platforms given the high costs of some for new heavy-duty off road vehicles? Would repowers be considered? 
A:	Projects that utilize existing vehicles and platforms will be eligible for funding depending on the market sector. Applicants should provide information on the benefits of utilizing existing equipment by providing information on how the research will lead to commercial products and market benefits.
14. Q:	In reconsidering question 13 above, do you still then require participation by an OEM chassis manufacturer? For many specialist vehicles, the chassis is made by a diesel OEM, but the complete vehicle is made by an upfitter. The upfitter is the actual seller and manufacturer but not the chassis manufacturer. 
A:	Please see question 13 above. The issue is market benefits, which are related to how the research will lead to commercial products. Involvement should include project partners that can support product commercialization efforts, and applicants should describe participation and/or support from OEMs or upfitters that will support commercialization pathway efforts.
15. Q:	Can you please clarify the word “involvement” on page 13 under the bullet that states, “The engine manufacturer or vehicle Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM), (or third party designated by OEM) involvement with chassis integration.” We envision seeking technical advice and technical information from OEMS for engines, platforms and after treatment devices but we do not expect them to be subcontractors doing the research and development. Also, we envision purchasing engines, engine parts, and after treatment hardware from the appropriate OEMs or OEM representatives. Is this type of involvement satisfactory?
A:	Having engine manufacturer and vehicle OEM support is important and can improve the path to commercialization. Support letters that indicate a third party or OEMs level of participation are encouraged to validate support of the technology and its market potential.
16. Q:	Would a natural gas hybrid engine be eligible, and if so, are there any requirements? For      example, regenerative braking would require a hybridization, but the main fuel would still be natural gas. 
A:	A hybridized vehicle with a natural gas engine is eligible for funding under this solicitation.
17. Q:	If the ultra-low NOx natural gas engine is not yet ARB certified, can it be used in this demonstration (assuming ARB waiver)?
A:	Yes. Natural gas engines that may not yet be certified but are in development will be eligible for funding. Applicants should include an engine certification plan in the proposal, and this will be considered under the scoring of this solicitation.
18. Q:	Would dual fuel and bi-fuel be considered under this solicitation?
A:	This solicitation does not restrict applicants from the potential use of dual-fuel technologies, however bi-fuel would not be considered.
19. Q:	The application manual indicates that this solicitation is for heavy-duty vehicles. Would a smaller tractor be considered under this solicitation?
A:	As long as the engines are greater than 25 horsepower, then yes, some smaller applications would be considered. Funding smaller applications than those listed as examples in the GFO will be considered if the applicant can provide a strong case with significant benefits such as wide-scale market penetration and emission reductions. 
20. Q:	Does the entire project have to be in a disadvantaged community or just partially? Does all of the testing and demonstration have to be in the disadvantaged community to be considered for the disadvantaged communities preference points?
A:	Demonstrations that are done in, or utilize a vehicle fleet that routinely passes through disadvantaged communities as a part of a regular route, and justify how the project will benefit the identified disadvantaged community will be eligible to receive additional points under the disadvantaged communities scoring section.
21. Q:	Would the Ports be considered under the disadvantaged communities for preference points? While the ports are not listed as a disadvantaged community based on resources provided in the application manual, the ports are completely surrounded by disadvantaged communities and do have an impact on these communities.
A:	For this solicitation, work completed in the Ports will be eligible to receive additional points under the disadvantaged communities scoring section if there is a justification of how the project will benefit one or more disadvantaged communities.
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