STATE OF CALIFORNIA-BUSINESS . TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY PETE WILSON, Governor
b e

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

500 South Main Street
BISHOP, CA 93514

October 20, 1993

Brad Mettam

Project Manager

Yucca Mountain Repository Assessment Office
County of Inyo

P.O. DrawerL. .

Independence, CA 93526

Dear Brad:

Thank you for the traffic information that Chris Ward, Chief Ranger for Death Valley National
Monument, had sent to you, and you forwarded to me. I compiled the traffic counts for two of the
stations, Ryan, on Route 190 approximately 30 miles west of the Routes 190 and 127 junction, and
Ashford, on the Badwater Loop Road just before Route 178 west. I have enclosed the maps prepared by
DVNM indicating these two locations. - * '

In plotting the last three years by month of traffic counts on graphs for these two stations it does
appear that the volumes tend to be heaviest around Easter break. December and January appear to be slow
months, May seems to be consistently in between, and the others are too cyclical to tell. Again, these are
both feeder routes on Route 127 and do not necessarily reflect conditions on Route 127. I think they give
us some good information.

I noticed that in the last update of the "Highway 127 Traffic Study" the 9-hour times were changed
to "during daylight hours." I am asking Ray Van De Weerd to let me know, after consulting his Farmer's
Almanac, what might be a good 9-hour period during March, April, and May. '

The Study has been circulated internally. The only comments I received internally were to give
everyone adequate notice so equipment and schedules can be arranged. I am planning to send it'to our
Headquarters' experts around November 1. Please let me know if you are going to revise or update it in
any way before then. Again, you can reach me at 872-0691.

Sincerely,

, F.K. WALTON
Chief, Transportation Planning
Branch A

Enclosure
cc: Ken Deboy
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Death Valley Traffic Counts

RYAN STATION (RTE 190)

MONTH 1991 1992 1993
January 3290 7035 6753
February 4186 9713 6139
March 5561 11703 6067
April 3090 12982 11502
May 8145 8235 8153
June 6857 4362 7032
July 7575 7956 8543
August 5853 7588 11148
September 7950 7576
October 10375 10894
November 10062 9793
‘December 6646 5128
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14000
12000 + _
10000 +
8 8000
[%]
r
2 6000 +
4000 +
2000
o -+ : - ..
— S S -~ s e 1 o
s § F 5 § £ 3 % 3 3 3 3
2 2 s < S - = E S £ E
s £ z 8 0 @ @
2w a O 3 3
3 Z o
Month - Year

Page 1




Death Valiey Traffic Counts
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ASHFORD (W.of RTE 178)
MONTH 1991 1992 1993
January 1253 875 759
February 1443 947 215
March 1660 1295 1974
April 2614 1271 3568
May 1901 1675 1593
June 595 1650 2106
July 632 658 1803
August 912 2502 2489
September 868 903
October 1724 1810
-November 1800 1776
December 801 1669
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