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To: Jim Davis
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Fax: 445-5718
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From: Barbara Byron
Nuclear Waste Policy Advisor
California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street, MS 36
Sacramento, CA 95814

" Phone 916-654-4976

FAX 916-654-4420
E-mail: bbyron@energy.state.ca.us

Re: Comments on the Draft EIS for a Geologic Repository for the Disposal of Spent
Nuclear Fuel and High-Level Radioactive Waste at Yucca Mountain, Nye County,
Nevada

Pages: 2.9

Message:  As we discussed, the federal Department of Energy (DOE) has just issued
a Draft EIS for their proposed action to construct, operate, and eventually clse a
geologic repaository at Yucca Mountain in Nevada for the disposal of spant
nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste. Preliminary site characterization

- studies concluded that Death Valley is hydrauiically connected to, and down-
gradient of, the aquifer beneath the Yucca Mountain site. The potential for
migration of radionuclide contaminants into eastern California aquifers, therefore,
is of concern as are potential impacts on water supplies for California fish and
wildlife populations in and near the Death Valley National Monument.

In 1988, we established a State of California High-Level Nuclear Waste Task
Force to review DOE's Site Characterization Plan to identify any additional
studies needed to address issues relevant to California. In light of DOE issuing
the Draft EIS, we are asking whether it is reasonable to reestablish this Task
Force to coordinate the review of this EIS or whether these California agencies
are conducting their own independent reviews. | phoned the State EIS
Clearinghouse and they had not yet received the document and DOE did nat
have a record of which agencies in California are being sent this docurnent for
review.
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Attached as | promised are:

1. The original list of members of the High-level Nuclear Waste Task Force
(established in 1988) and coordinated by the Energy Commission

2. Letter from the Energy Commission sent in 1988 to the agency Directors (sent to
Directors of Dept. of Conservation, Dept. Water Resources, Fish and Game, Parks
and Recreation, Water Resources. Control Board) asking that an mformal working
group be established; '

3. Comments prepared by thzs Task Force on the Yucca Mountam Stte o
Charactenzatlon Plan Lalg T S s

;I am trymg to detel

working group so that comments can be’ preparéd Jomtly A tf'thegroup is reestabhshed .
we should probably include the Dept. of Health Services and the Dept. of Toxnc oo
V‘Substances Control to get input on radlonucllde mxgra*txon and health effects '
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HIGH-LEVEL NUCLEAR WASTE TASK FORCE

STATE OF CALIFORNIXA

A-51

W. Ray Seiple (replaced John Alfors)
Division of Mines and Geology
Department of Conservation

630 Bercut Drive

Sacramento, CA 95814

3~7696

FAX 323-7778

F~-1

Barbara Byron, Nuclear Issues
Coordinator

Executive Office .

California Energy Comm1551on

1516 Ninth Street .

Sacramento, CA 855814

654-4976 “

FAY 654-4420

A=-36 .
Dennis Letl, Supervising Engineer Staff: Mike Floyd (7-1642)
Local Assistance Carl Hague

Department of Water Resources
1025 P Street, Rm. 199

P.0, Box 942836

Sacramento, CA. 94236

7-1642

FAX 327-1648

A-43
Don Lollock, Chief

and Pete Phillips (alternate)
Environmental Services Division
California Department of Fish and Game
1416 ninth Street, 12th Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814
5-1383
FAX 454-B553

F-1

Daniel Nix, Deputy Director

Energy Efficiency and Local Assistance Division
California Energy Commission

1516 Ninth Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

€54~4561

FAX 654-3882
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A-50

Richard Rayburn, Chief

Resource Protection Division
Department of Parks and Recreation
1416 Ninth Street, Room 923

P.O. Box 942896

Sacramento, CA 94296-0001

5«7067

FAX 323-6494

Staff:

G-8
Charlene Herbst, Chlef

Land Disposal Branch’ .
Water. Rasources Control Board<
901 P. Street RO
- Pa 0 xBox 100
g;Sacramento,
’ ‘739*4196

Staff:

CA 95801
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Mike Doyle 4-6415

Gil Torres 739-4279




