oL M,

County of Inyo /
Planning Department
P. O. Drawer L, Independence, CA 93526

(760) 878-0447, rFax (760) 878-0382
e-mail: aremus@qnet.com

June 30, 2003

Congressman Buck McKeon

C/o Kurt Courtney, Legislative Assistant
2351 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

FAX: (202) 226-0683

SENATOR FEINSTEIN/GOVERNOR DAVIS POSITION ON WIPP
SHIPMENTS ON CALIFORNIA STATE ROUTE 127

Kurt,

Attached for your review are letters from Senator Feinstein and the State of
California (Joint CEC/CHP correspondence) objecting to DOE’s use of State
Route 127 for shipments of transuranic waste from the Nevada Test Site
through Inyo and San Bernardino Counties to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant
at Carlsbad, New Mexico.

DOE planned to initiate shipments today, June 30,2003, but has deferred
initiation of shipping 10-14 days to respond to the issues discussed in the
letters.

We wanted to make you aware of this situation. Please feel free to call me
at (760) 878-0447 if I can be of any assistance.

A

Andrew Remus, Senior Planner
Inyo County Planning Department
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The Honarable Spencer Abraham
Secretary of Boergy

1000 Independence Ave.,, SW
Washington, DC 20585
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Trar Mr, Secrewny: I
I
I am writing to 2sk you to postpene shipments o!’p!lutommn contaminated wastes from
tie Nevada Test Site to the Waste Isalation Pilot Flan New Mexico that are scheduled to be
sent over California roadways as ea-ly as June 30%.

I do not understand the rationale for diverting shipinents into Oahfanua papacially when
the route is longer and less direct than alternative routes Emu oh Nevada.

-t

If your department is re-routing thege waste ship Tents to avoid transit through Lag
"rzas and over the Hoover Dam, the proposed 329-mile route though California is nota .
logical alternative, Most of this route, along California S;a.c Route (27, has extremely limited
emergency response capability and wag net engineere fdr heavy truales. In fact, California
State Route 127 was originally a wagon road to Death Iley Taday this poorly paved route
endures heavy seasonal raffic to Death Valley which lfes .25 millioy vigitors annually, Safer
and more dirsct rautes do exist, such as Nevada State Rojte 160, and should be ennsiderad
more carefully = with the input of bath Califorpia and Neyada officials. However, according
ww officials at the California Energy Cornmission and Cplifornia Highway Patrol, the Stats of

“iifernia has not been consuited and certainly does nat doncur with the routes chosen by your

Luprargnent ‘ i
§

Since there is uo apparent urgency w shipping tksp wastes, [ urge you to poatpons these
shipiments untl a1 agreement can be reached between Qalifornia, Nevada, and the Deparment
of Enerey an this issue, !

Thank you very niuoh for youwr consideration of this request.
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June 13, 2003

Ms. Jessie H. Roberson

Assgistant Secretary

.8, Department of Energy

Office of Environmental Management
1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20585

Dear Ms, Roberson: -~ - .

This is 10 advisa the U.8. Depariment of Energy (DOE) that California does not concur
with the routes that DOE has selected for the shipments from the Nevada Test Site
(NTS) to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP), We Understand DOE I’ In the'
process of preparing for shipmonts to WIPP along this earridor and plans o bagin
shipments on June 30, We request that DOE pastpane thase shiprqents until this
rauting issue can be satisfaclornily resalved,

We are concerned that DOE is rerouting Increasing numbers of nuclear waste
shipments through southaastern Callfornia to and from DOE sites in Nevada In order
ta avaid transit through Las Vegas and over Hoover Dam. Although we understand
the need to avoid shipments through these areas, we do not understand the rationale
for diverting shipments inta Califonia, when thera ars better roads and more direct
alternative routes that avoid thase areas. The prapased NTS route in Califomia-
extands approximataly 329 miles via California State Route 127, then Intgrstate 15 to
Darstow and finally east on US Route 40 to Arizona. (Pleasa ssa Attachment 1), A
This is a longer, less direct route than altemative routes. Route 127 was nat
engineerad far heavy truck traffic, has extremsly long stretches of roadway with no
shoulders, and originally was a wagoen road to Death Valley that was paved over. It
has extremely limited and remote emargancy responga capability, and has seasonai
haavy taurist traffic since it is the primary access route o the Death Valiey National
Park (1.25 million visitors annually),

California representatives have objected for years to DOE's plans to divert more
ghipments into California and use Californta State Route-127 and Barstow for the NTS
shipments. However, in spite of these concems, DOE has parsisted In planning to
use this route, We strangly abject to DOE'a diversion of shipments through California,
~dding considerable distance and time In transit.

1he Western Governors and the Secretary of Energy recently endorsed the “W{PP
Transportation Safety Program implementation Guide” In a Memorandum of
Agreement, This Gulde says that DOE Is commitied to following the U.S. Department
of Transportation’s (QOT) Highway Raute Controlled Quantities (HRCQ) guidelines for
WIPP shipments and that DOE “will consult with affected states for the use of an
alternative route that is not formally designated under the DOT regulations.” Upen
compietian of the preferrad route desinnation or nagotiation pracess, states must
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“gither file their routing designations with the DOT's Federal Motor Carrler Safety
Administration (FMCSA) or advise the DOE-CBFQ of their concurrenca 'with negotiated
routes.” Neithar of them avents has occurred for tha proposed route in California,

At the heart of the overall success and public sccaptanes of these WIPP shipments is
the DOE/Westem Governars’ Assoclation cooperative transpartation safety program,
inciuding the transport safety protocals in the Gulde, It would set an undesirabie
precedent and contradict the spirit and intent of this cooperative effort if DOE begins
shipments or a route, withaut concurrence from the atfected states, itis unlikaty that
other states invalved in the WIPP Transporiation Safety Program would welcome such
a precedem.

Finally, only eight out of the approximately 40-60 NTS shipments are planned for
transport this summer followed by a long delay, anticipated to be years, until more
wastes can be prepared for shipmant. It would seem prudent, in terns of efﬁmancy in the
use of emergency respanse regources, to pastpone these shipments until thase issues
can be resolved and shipments are consolidated. This region is entering its peak fire
season, gnticipated to be one of lhe worst on record. Emergency crews are fully
presccupied with fira protaction and other dutles. We question the need to begin only a
few NTS shipments to WIPP thia Summer, anly to halt them for years untit more waste
can ba preparad for shmment

iri light of these concerns Cahfomxa respectfully requests thet DOE postpone these
shipments until these Isaues can be Sahafacturily resolved.

2.0. HELMICK
Commissioner, Califomia Highway Patrol

Attachment: Proposed Truck Routes for DOE TRUW Shiprnents to WIPP

Ce: The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
The Honorabie Barbara Boxer
The Honorable Jarry Lewis
The Honorable Sam Farr
Patrice Bubar, DOE-HQ
Or. Inez Triay, Casey Gadbury, Ralph Smith, DOE-CRBFO
WGA WIPP Transport Advisory Group
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TR ALTEANATIVE ACUTE USING 5R-100

R AL MANATIVE NORTHERN RCUTE

MR  ALTERNATIVE ROUTE USING $R-127 TO BARETOW
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