
Mr: E. Ralph Smith 
Department of Energy-Carlsbad Area Office 
P.O. Box 3090, GSA 221 
Cartsbad, NM 88221 

March 26, 1998 

Dear Mr, Smith: 

As you know, questions have been raised by the State of Nevada over the use of State 
Rou~e 127 in Cal~rnia f~r ~uture shipments of transuranic wa=te ~rom the Nevada Test 
Site to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant in New Mexico, Attached is the California Highway 
P~C~’o!’s response to ~ese inquiries. 

They haw ~on~luded that the use of $R-127 for shipments of radioactive materials ;n 
quantities greater than Highway Route Controlled Quantities (HRCQ)., as defined in 
173,403 US Department of Transportation regulations (Title 49 Code of Federal 
Regulations), is prohibited by statute (3~304 VC). However, radioa~be material 
shipments that do not meet this definition are not subject to these restrictions. 

If you have any quastions, please phone me at 91616~,-4861. 

Sincerely, 

Danie! Nix 

cc: Bob Loux, State of Nevada 
Ron Ross, Western Governors’ Association 
M. J. Paditla, California Highway Patrol 
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-. ~$~ate of California,..:. Business~. Transportation and Housing A~ency 

Memorandum 

Da:~’	 March 16, ~998 

To’ D~eI Nix 
¯	 Caiifom.ia Eaer~ Conwaissio~
 

Executive Office
 
1516 N~ S~et, ~S36
 
S acr~~nto, CA 95814
 

From: ,	 DEPARTM[ENT OF CA.LIFORN’IA ttiG~AY PATROL 
Com.~erciat Vehicle Section 

F/I~ No." 62.008368o980a50 

Subject:	 RAM ROUT~G ON SR 127 

[n response ~o your fax of March 9, I998 we have re .vi~w~ tahe State ofNevada’~ r~quest to use 
Stat~ Route SR-I27 ~. ~yo ~4 S~. B~m~dmo Co,~~s for ~ ~sponation of~~w~v
Rout~ Con~olled Qu~ti~ ~CQ) ~d ~or.-~CQ sbJpmenu of r~oactive mate.nala ~,~. 
N~vad,,a pref~s ~e route t~ st~ at ~eir site ne~ M~rc~-~d ~av=l do~ U8-95 to S~te Route 
373 ~to Cali~om2a on SR-127. ~ey be~eve ~e s~pments could ~aveI on ~tsmtate 15 to 
~terstate 4~ ~n ~avel emt back ~:o Nevada md ~to New Me.co 
Pl~t. 
SR-127 hm not been desi~a:ed ~ ~ ~M rotate by Ca~go~a 
tb.ese co.ties, ~I.l not meet ~e c~tena ~o be desi~ated m m ~proved route. ~erefore, 
~e of SR-127, or may othez non-desi~ated ~~ ay ~: Califo~a for ~e ~~o~ati~n of 
~CQ s~pm~nts of~~ is pro~bit~ by statute. (31304 VC) 

It should b~ noted rha~ ~M s~pments n~t mee~ag ~e deflation of~CQ La !73.403 US 
Dep~~nt ofTr~.~ponation regalatio~ (Title 49 CFR) m~ not subject to Cali~om, a’s 
restrictions. 	 ’ 

TCT~L. ~. 02--." 


