By Todd Fitchette
Inyo Register News Editor

Two sets of traffic studies are

being undertaken to assess the
impacts Yucca Mountain wil]
have on Inyo County,

State Route 127 travels along
the east side of Death Valley,
through the communities of
Death Valley Junection and
Shoshone. Because it is & main
route used to get to Yucea Moun-
tain and the Nevada Test Site,
Inyo County and Caltrans are
cooperating on a traffic study.

“Before potential transporta-

tion system impacts to the com-
munities served by Hwy. 127 can

addressed, it is essential to
have an understanding of the
current- baseline traffic condi-
tions,” Brad Mettam, project
coordinator for Inyo County’s
Yucca Mountain Assessment
Office said in g . prepared
statement,

According to Mettam, the pur-
pose of the study is to examine
traffic -volumes, flow patterns,
vehicular mix and the hazardous
Materials component of current
highway traffic, ‘

Hwy. 127 willbe g main route

should one of those trucks
involved in a crash along the §
highway., .

The survey, which began Wed-
nesday and runs through March :
30, will stop traffic at five sepa- |
rate locations along the highway
and gather voluntary data which j
will be used to determine who
uses the highway, and what |
types of vehicles by classification :
travel the road.
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Notes about FHWA classification data:

Some 2 axle motorhomes will be classed as a class 4 bus
vecause of similar axle spacing.

Some 3 axlie motorhomes will be classed as a class 5 Dus
herause of similar axle spacing.
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3 axle motorhomes towing a vehicle or trailer are
ed as class 8 trucks because of similar axle spacing.
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VEHICLE TYPE

APPENDIX A

Motorcycle
Car or light pickup

Car +
Car +
Heavy
Heavy
Heavy
Bus 2
Bus 3
Truck
Truck
Truck
Truck
Truck
Truck
Truck
Truck
Truck
Truck
Truck
Truck
Truck
Truck

trailer

2 axle trailer

pickup

pickup + 2 axle traller
pickup + 3 axle trailer
axle

axle

2 axle

+ 3 axle traller

3 axle

4 axle (triaxle)

semi 251

semi 252

semi 3S1

semi 352

tandem + 2 axle trailer

+ 3 axle trailer

(4 axle) + 2 axle traller
semi 383

+ double bottom 251-2

+ double bottom 3S1-2

Vehicle with 7 or more axles
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