Energy Efficiency Appliance Awareness Week

FACT SHEET
In April 2001, Governor Gray Davis and the members of the State Legislature unveiled the most sweeping conservation campaign ever undertaken by a state -- Flex Your Power. Over $850 million in new energy conservation and efficiency initiatives was appropriated in Senate Bill 5X and Assembly Bill 29X to augment the $424 million in existing programs already funded by the State (CPUC and CEC) and publicly owned utilities.  The new initiatives alone are expected to reduce California’s peak load demand by more than 3,200 MW this summer.

Californians are responding to the appeal for conservation in record numbers, reducing energy consumption in June by 12% as compared to June 2000, and 8% for July as compared to last year’s energy usage.  The purchase of Energy Star® energy efficient appliances will ensure that conservation will not be a month by month effort, but a long term, permanent way of life for Californians.  Already the most energy conscious state in the country (California ranks 50th in overall energy consumption per capita), purchase of energy efficient appliances will ensure that Californians take control of their future by conserving in even greater numbers while saving money on energy costs.

During the week of August 11th -- 18th, more than 580 retail appliance stores in California will participate in Appliance Awareness Week.  These participating appliance retailers agreed to make best efforts to reduce energy use in their stores by as much as 20%, train all sales associates on the benefits of efficient appliances, and provide enhanced marketing to increase sales of Energy Star® labeled appliances throughout the State. In addition, these retailers will display promotional materials that educate consumers on the value of energy efficient appliances and will distribute consumer brochures that provide valuable energy efficiency tips. Energy Star® is the national symbol for energy efficiency and is operated by the US Environmental Protection Agency and the US Department of Energy in conjunction with private and public sector partners like the State of California.

Energy Star® Appliance Fast Facts
Energy Star® Labeled Refrigerators (qualifying level is 10 percent more efficient than the federal minimum standards instituted on July 1, 2001)

· Energy Star® qualified units save 407kWh per year vs. a ten-year-old unit

· A refrigerator uses the most energy of any home appliance.  A 2001 Energy Star® labeled refrigerator is over 40% more efficient than last year’s conventional model.

· Replacing a 10-year-old refrigerator can reduce an electricity bill by $40-$55 a year (more if you have high energy costs).

· 180 qualified models are listed with Energy Star® at present, or about 20% of all models currently available.  

· If half of all households in California replaced their ten year old refrigerator with a new Energy Star® qualifying model, the annual savings would be 2.3 billion kWh, or enough energy to power California for 11 days and light the city of San Diego for nearly four years.  

Energy Star® Labeled Dishwashers (qualifying level is a minimum Energy Factor of 0.58 or 25 percent more efficient than the federal minimum standards)
· Energy Star® qualified units save 305 kWh vs. a ten-year-old unit

· Replacing a 10-year-old dishwasher can save upwards of $44 a year.

· 248 qualified models are listed with Energy Star® at present, or more than 22% of models currently on the market.

· If half of all California households replaced their ten year old dishwasher with a new Energy Star® qualifying model, the annual savings would be 1.75 billion kWh, or enough energy to power California for 8.5 days and light the city of San Diego for nearly three years.  

Energy Star® Labeled Clothes Washers (qualifying level is a minimum Modified Energy Factor (MEF) of 1.26)

· Energy Star® qualified units save 768kWh per year vs. a ten-year-old unit

· Qualifying units save more than half of the energy and water of a conventional machine of the same size.

· One year’s water savings is more than a person can drink in a lifetime!

· A qualifying unit can save as much as $90 a year, compared to a 5-year-old washer.

· 67 qualifying models are listed with Energy Star®, or about 11% of all models available.

· If half of all households in California replaced their ten year old clothes washer with a new Energy Star® qualifying model, the annual savings would be 4.4 billion kWh or enough energy to power California for 3 weeks and light the city of San Diego for over seven years.  

Energy Star® Labeled Room Air-Conditioners (qualifying level is 10 percent more efficient than minimum federal standards)

· Energy Star® qualified units save 188 kWh vs. a ten-year-old unit

· Qualifying units are 10% more efficient than required by new federal standards.

· 45 qualifying models are currently on the market.

· Size/capacity range from 5,400 BTU/hour to 25,000 BTU/hour, so most consumers will have a choice of several qualified models in each size range.

· If half of all households in California replaced their ten year old room air conditioner with a new Energy Star® qualifying model, the annual savings would be 1.1 billion kWh or enough energy to power California for 5 days and light the city of San Diego for 21 months.
