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CALIFORNIA SOLAR ENERGY INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION 

 
 
 
October 12, 2006 
 
California Energy Commission 
Dockets Office, MS-4 
1516 Ninth Street, MS-31 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re:  Comments on Staff Draft Guidebook of October 5, 2006 
 Docket No. 06-NSHP-1 
 
Dear Commissioners Pfannanstiel and  Geesman: 
 
As you know, the California Solar Energy Industries Association (CAL SEIA) represents the 
interests of over 100 companies and individuals involved in the solar energy business in 
California.  CAL SEIA represents the interests of all solar technology manufacturers, 
contractors, and others involved in the solar energy business in California. 
 
CAL SEIA has repeatedly prevailed upon the Commission in the past year to include solar water 
heating technologies in the California New Solar Homes Partnership program.  To date, this 
request has largely fallen upon deaf ears.  Many participants in the Partnership are PV advocates, 
few are solar thermal advocates, however both technologies can further California’s renewable 
energy goals. 
 
Solar water heating is a ubiquitous energy generating source throughout Europe, Asia, Austrailia, 
and other parts of the world.  To CAL SEIA, it is inconceivable that a “solar” program for the 
new homes market in the state would favor one solar technology over another, without 
consideration of relative cost and efficiency.  CAL SEIA strongly supports all solar energy 
technologies, but cannot support policies that favor one technology over another. 
 
CAL SEIA has learned that the Commission may believe that the passage of Senate Bill 1 
precludes the inclusion of solar water heating as an eligible technology in the going forward 
State plans to begin utilizing solar technologies to reduce the consumption of conventional fossil 
fuels through the implementation of the New Solar Homes Partnership activities.  We draw 
attention to the fact that, according to the Commission’s own data, nearly 38 percent of the 
electricity generated in the state originates from the combustion of natural gas, and more than 90 
percent of new homes are equipped with natural gas-fired water and space heaters.  Just because, 
in California, solar largely displaces the consumption of natural gas, it should not be ignored that 
natural gas supplies are critical for the ongoing operation of the electricity grid. 
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As an example, the 2001 – 2002  Shea Homes Scripps Ranch residential subdivision project in 
the San Diego area included the installation of more than 300 solar water heating systems, each 
of which produce the approximate equivalent energy output of a 2 kW photovoltaic system, and 
have operated flawlessly.  In short, both PV and thermal deserve a place in this Program. 
 
CAL SEIA does not believe that the language in SB1 precludes the inclusion of solar water 
heating in the Commission’s solar energy plans; rather we believe that it specifically authorizes 
the expenditure of up to $100.8 million for incentives for solar thermal systems.  The California 
Public Utilities Commission will soon rule on how these funds can be expended, and CAL SEIA 
urges the CEC to be inclusionary by recognizing the value of solar water heating, and including 
it in plans for the New Solar Homes Program. 
 
CAL SEIA has great hopes and expectations for this Program for both solar technologies. 
 
I can be reached at (949) 713-3500. 
 
Very best regards, 

 
Les Nelson 
Executive Director 
 
cc: CAL SEIA Board of Directors 


