REVIEW OF SAFETY CONCERNS RAISED IN THE NOVEMBER 16, 2001 UNDERWRITERS LABORATORIES ALERT

REGARDING XANTREX SW SERIES PV INVERTERS

Summary: 
In response to a Nov 16, 2001 Underwriters Laboratories (UL) Alert regarding specific Xantrex Model SW inverters, a subgroup of the California Rule 21 Working group evaluated the alert and its potential impact on installed units.  These discussions resulted in a series of tests being performed to determine the SW’s ability to detect unintentional islanding conditions.  The results of these special tests and the number and locations of installed units were evaluated.  Pacific Gas & Electric Company (PG&E), Southern California Edison Company (SCE), and San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E)  have concluded that this information addresses the unintentional islanding issue raised in the UL alert.  As a result, Xantrex Model SW inverters installed prior to December 11, 2001 (in both single and multiple unit configurations) can continue to operate interconnected to the utility distribution system of those utilities, as originally approved.  Inverters installed after that date must meet all requirements defined in UL Standard 1741 for utility interactive inverters.

Note that this review does not exceed the requirements of Section B.5 of California Electric Rule 21, which states:

The UDC's review and authorization for Parallel Operation shall not be construed as confirming or endorsing the Producer's design or as warranting the Generating and/or Interconnection Facilities' safety, durability, or reliability. The UDC shall not, by reason of such review, or lack of review, be responsible for the strength, adequacy, or capacity of such equipment

For more information, you may view additional information at the Xantrex web site  or contact Geoff Levin of Xantrex at (518) 862-1262.

Disclaimer: The information presented in this review does not constitute an endorsement of these products.  It presents an evaluation undertaken to assist PG&E, SCE and SDG&E in determining if corrective action, based on the UL Alert, is warranted.

