Renewable Energy Consumer Education Grant Projects 2001-2002 Status

Local Government Commission (LGC) Stimulating Public Sector Implementation of Renewable Energy (SPIRE) ($153K)
The Local Government Commission has developed a Renewable Energy Assistance Packet that provides information on financing, procurement, rebate incentives, and technical assistance related to renewable energy projects for the public sector.  This packet is available through two websites:

 www.lgc.org and www.energy.ca.gov/renewables. The LGC produced marketing materials and case study fact sheets which were presented at various SPIRE conferences and workshops.  Two PV forums were held for local and state government leaders and PV industry representatives to coordinate and accelerate PV installations on public facilities.  Articles on the SPIRE program have been featured in several newsletters and magazines.

Twin Pines Cooperative Foundation:

PV Installation Marketing Campaign ($48K)
Twin Pines collaborated with five California consumer food cooperative stores to provide information about installing rooftop PV systems.  The following stores installed PV systems:  BriarPatch in Grass Valley (2kW), Davis Food Co-op in Davis (4kW), North Coast Cooperative in Arcata (2kW),  Cooportunity in Santa Monica (2kW) and Ocean Beach Co-op in Ocean Beach (2kW).  Each store also received an educational package including an informational wall mounted sign and brochures.  Newspaper coverage of the installations were featured by the Davis Food Co-op Newsletter, Davis Enterprise, BriarPatch News, The Union (Grass Valley), North Coast Co-op Newsletter (Arcata), and the Santa Monica Mirror. 

The Rahus Institute 

Solar Schoolhouse-Education Energized by the Sun ($112K)
The Rahus Institute developed a website, www.solarschoolhouse.org as well as marketing materials such as stickers and

hats.   Solar power monitors have been built and distributed to selected pilot schools.  Five California schools received a “Solar Schoolhouse Reference Library " --- a collection of books, journals and CDs that students can use for projects.  Two of these schools, Lincoln Middle School in Alameda and Ohlone Elementary School in Palo Alto were the first grid-tied PV installations.  The remaining three schools will be installing PV systems in the near future.  Rahus Institute has also conducted numerous solar workshops for students (featuring the solar musical box and the solar pond).   Teacher training seminars have been completed at Lincoln Middle School, Alameda High School, Ohlone Elementary, Gunn High School - Palo Alto, Chabot College - Oakland and CSU Hayward- Clayton. 

American Wind Energy Assoc. (AWEA) Small Wind Turbine Marketing Campaign ($96K)

A successful direct mail was conducted in the targeted counties of San Luis Obispo, Sonoma, Solano, Alameda, Santa Cruz, Kern, San Berdardino and some parts of Los Angeles.  The direct mail package included the Small Wind Buyer’s Guide and  Energy Commission's Buydown Program flyer.  The wind guide is posted on the AWEA website: www.awea.org and the Energy Commission’s website: www.energy.ca.gov/renewables/.  AWEA is also developing case studies to monitor the success of small wind systems. 

Scott Cronk

"This Renewable House" video ($176K)

In April, a half-hour long educational program about renewable energy was produced and broadcast on KQED in San Francisco, KIXE in Redding, KVCR in San Bernardino, and KRCB in Rohnert Park.  Also, a public service announcement (PSA) was developed and aired on Fox Channel 6 in San Diego, AM1600 KUBA/103.9 FM  and KGLW 1340 AM in San Luis Obispo.  This summer, copies of the home video version of this program will be available for free rental through Hollywood Entertainment, Wherehouse Music, and Bradley Video.  A website, www.calenergy.org was developed which currently lists 130 contractors in the online database.  This video project has been featured in magazine articles in Natural Home, Home Power, Solar Today, and Better Homes and Garden.

Educators for the Environment - 

Teacher’s Guide ($82K)

A draft teacher’s guide including text and graphics about energy education for grades K-12  has been submitted to the California Energy Commission for review and comment.  This guide includes energy history, energy and electricity, energy resources (renewable and nonrenewable), energy and the environment, energy management and policy, and student activities.  The guides will be distributed to school districts at teacher workshops and a cross-promotion program is proposed with the state of Nevada. 

