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,sIB llL&~~ Bev~i~
Source and background of the .bill:

(a) What, if any., person, ::Jrganization or govennental entity requested
introduction?

the author

CXJN'I'ACI' & PH<::NE NO:._-:- ~ ---_--

(b) Has a similar bill been before either this session or a previous
session of the Legislature? If so" please identify the session, bill
number and disposition of the bill •.

No

(c) Has there been an interim cmrni.ttee report. on the bill? If so, please j

identify the rep:>rt.

No

in explanation of the
for reference by

Please attach copies of any back~material
bill, or state where such material s available
ccmni.ttee staff. .

See attached.

(e) Please attachcq:>ies of letters of BUpfOrt or OFPOsition fran any
grcup, organization or governrc¥'!I1tal agency which has contncted }'(Xl
either in SUJ?iXlrtof or Ow:>sition to the bill.

See attached.

Cd)

2. Amendrrents prior to hearing:

(a) Do you plan any substantive ainendrrents to this bill prior to hearing?
Yes~0-Lx .

(b) If the answer to (a) is yes, please explain briefly the SUbstance of
the amendrrents tore prepared.
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3. Need fcrt.~ bill:

(a) Please describe the specific problem or deficiency in current law that
this bill seeks toreneciy.

See attached

(b) Please present specific facts orexarrples that daronstrate the need for
this bill.

See attached

(c) If no facts or E".xa:rrplesare presented, please explain why the bill is
nonetheless needed.

(d) lfthe prop:>sedrerredy in the bill goesbeyoOO the need de!tonstrated by
your facts or exanples, please explain why.

4 . Costs imposed by this bill:

Please es~tethe cost or savings to any state agency i.ntx>sed by this
bill, and explain -the format used to estimate the cost or savinqs.

No costs in the bill.

RETURN THIS FOPM TO: Ann Boone , Ccmni.ttee secretary
Natural Resources C'.cmnittee
Roam 2136 - State Capitol



STATEMENT ON S8 928 BEFORE TIlE SENATE COM!"lITTEE ON _ENERGY AND
PUBLIC UTILIT1ES - May 5, 1987

The purpose of SB 928 is to clarify existing Jaw relating to -the
california Energy Commission's jurisdiction over renewable
energy resources. Currently, the Commission has authority to
regulate development of thermal powerplants over 50 MW but not
wind, solar or hydroelectric plants which are not thermal.

There has been concern that the Commission wants to expand its
jurisdiction. Le~islation introduced last year would have
allowed the Commission to have authority over smalle-rpower
plants. Although this legislation was defeated, J feel that a
clarifi~ation of existing law will help to send a signal that
more regulation over renewable energy development is not _needed.

The Energy Commission has informed me that its regulations
currently state thatthes~ renewable energy resources are not
defined as "thermal" powerplantsi thcrefore,SB 928 ~imply

codifies their current regulations. You may ask, .-then, why is
S8 928 needed. It is needed becausc 4 as many of you know,
regulations can always be changed. This is evident in the
Commission's current-regulatory proceedings regarding the
definition of a "50 Megawatt" powerplant and whether development

_of several_ smaller sized plants which accumulativcly total more
than 50 Megawatts fall under the CEC's jurisdiction.
Regulations are subject to interpretation. I want to ensure
that the law is clear with regards to these renewable resources.

Govetnmcnt regulations can impose severe hardships on small
companies. SB 928 wil1 give assurances to businesses engaged in
renewable energy development that the Legislature does not want
to impose additional regulatory burdens on the~. My Senate
District contains numerous Bources of renewable energy - wind
farms in the Tehachapi, hydroelectric resources in the mountains
and solar is being developed in the Carizza Plains and Mojave
Desert. 58 928 stems from my support for the development of
these industries.

Seawest Industries, a wind company in my district, is in support
of SB 928 and there is no known opposition. I urge your aye

,vote and request that it be pl~ccd upon the consent calendar.


