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Comments of the San Francisco Bay Area Regional Energy Network (BayREN) Working Draft Initiatives and
Strategic Objectives on EPIC Second Investment Plan, Docket 12-EPIC-01

Honorable Commissioners and Staff:

On behalf of the San Francisco Bay Area Regional Energy Network (BayREN), | would like to thank you for the
opportunity to comment on the EPIC Second Investment Plan. Building on the comments provided for the
Second Investment Plan, this letter offers additional feedback and comments relative to the draft initiatives and
strategic objectives identified in the March 21%, 2014 report. As providers of a wide range of energy efficiency
programs at the local government level, our focus remains on facilitating the market penetration of energy
efficiency and renewable energy technologies into California buildings and codes.

We offer the following comments specifically with regard to Strategic Objective S1: Improve Energy Efficiency
Technologies and Strategies in California’s Buildings, Industries, Agriculture, and Water Sectors. Staff identifies a
range of benefits to ratepayers from the investment of these funds, including lower costs, greater reliability,
societal benefits, lower emissions, and economic development. Among the key challenges and barriers to
address are cited “energy efficiency code changes, strategies for zero net energy buildings, and maximizing
energy efficiency in existing buildings.” Each of these statements holds true for local governments, and are
among the priorities that cities and counties work to ensure through a variety of regulatory and administrative
processes.

“Local code enforcement agencies” and “governmental agencies” are cited as stakeholders under some of the
five areas. It is unclear specifically which parties are meant in these terms, and it is recommended that the term
“local governments” be used for references to city and county governments. It is appropriate to identify both
local governments and Regional Energy Networks (RENs) as stakeholders in each of the five focus areas of
Strategic Objective S1. Both local governments and RENs are actively working on solutions to each of the issues
addressed in this section, and are a critical component of any long term and comprehensive solution to
addressing energy efficiency in buildings and communities.

It is also essential that this document, as well as the Investment Plan, recognize and identify the role that local
governments play in ensuring the development and implementation of changes in both energy codes and
practice relative to buildings. As the agencies responsible for administration of the energy code for buildings, as
well as a key stakeholder in the CEC code development process, this role is vital to ensuring that real world
energy and carbon savings are captured in new construction and retrofits of existing buildings. Further, the
Energy Commission has identified a tremendous amount of energy savings potential from increases in the
compliance rate with energy codes, and local governments must be involved in the EPIC goals of developing,
testing, and implementing improvements that drive California towards ZNE construction. Through individual
efforts of progressive cities and counties, as well as dynamic and innovative regional programs at the Regional
Energy Networks, local governments are deeply involved in developing solutions to energy issues across market
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sectors.

This letter urges the Energy Commission to recognize the need for local and regional governments to play a key
part in the furthering of EPIC initiatives, and include language within the priority areas of Strategic Objective S1
to reflect the inclusion of local governments in the development and testing of new technologies, codes, and
measures. Only through a balanced approach including both developers and implementers of technologies can
we reach the long term energy goals set forth by the CEC and CPUC.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment, and to help further the Energy Commission’s efforts to lead in the
development and deployment of efficiency and clean energy technologies in California.

Sincerely,

Association of Bay Area Governments
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Gerald Lahr

Energy Programs Manager
On Behalf of the BayREN



