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Notice of Staff Workshop
California Energy Commission staff will conduct a workshop to solicit public input on a
proposed portfolio of energy-related research to support California’s Fourth Climate
Change Assessment. Commissioners may attend and participate in the workshop. The
workshop will be held:
Tuesday, August 26, 2014
10:00 AM
San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG)
401 B Street, Suite 800
Board Room
San Diego, California
(Wheelchair Accessible)
Remote Access Available by Computer or Phone via WebEx™
(instructions below)

Purpose
The purpose of this workshop is to seek input from the general public, from public and
private stakeholders, and from the research community to foster collaborative,
actionable research regarding climate vulnerability, resilience, and management options
in the energy sector. This research will contribute to California’s Fourth Climate Change
Assessment (Fourth Assessment).
Energy Commission staff will present the following:
1. Overview of California’s three prior assessments and goals of the Fourth
Assessment
2. Relationship of energy sector vulnerability studies to non-energy research of the
Fourth Assessment
3. Draft portfolio of energy sector studies
Public participants will have the opportunity to help the Energy Commission improve the
proposed research portfolio through discussion and public comments.

Background
The State of California has produced three scientific climate change assessments since
2006.1 These assessments have been instrumental in fostering the passage of
California’s Climate Change Solutions Act (Assembly Bill 32, Nunez, Statutes of 2006),
providing initial estimates of impacts to key sectors of California’s economy (2009), and
responding to requests for further information regarding vulnerability and adaptation
(2012).
California's Fourth Climate Change Assessment (Fourth Assessment) will build on the
success of its three prior assessments, each of which was scoped to address Californiaspecific policy questions and information needs.
The prior three assessments were carried out under the leadership of the California
Energy Commission, with advisory support from a steering committee of state agencies.
The development of the Fourth Assessment will be coordinated under the leadership of
the California Natural Resources Agency, with the Research Working Group of the
Climate Action Team serving as an advisory steering committee.
California’s Fourth Assessment will comprise an integrated portfolio of studies, including a
suite of studies dedicated to the energy system as well as a comprehensive, multisectoral analysis addressing extreme events, local impacts, and response options to
protect economic interests as well as natural resources. The Energy Commission will be
responsible for the energy sector studies, which will include development of regionally
downscaled climate change, hydrological, and socioeconomic scenarios critical to energy
sector planning.
Energy sector vulnerability studies will be funded through resources from the Electric
Program Investment Charge (EPIC) Program and from the Natural Gas Research
Program.
The proposed research will benefit ratepayers by providing for an energy system that is
resilient to the challenges posed by climate change. Through this workshop, staff will
seek input from the general public, from public and private stakeholders, and from the
research community to foster collaborative, actionable research that investigates
climate vulnerability, resilience, and management options in the energy sector.

Workshop Format
This workshop is one of a series of three workshops at which the same material will be
presented for public comment on August 25 (Sacramento), August 26 (San Diego), and
August 29 (Oakland). The workshop will include several brief presentations about the
1

Prior assessments can be found at California’s Climate Change Portal:
http://climatechange.ca.gov/climate_action_team/reports/climate_assessments.html

proposed research portfolio. There will be opportunities to comment immediately after
each presentation, as well as an open public comment period at the end of this
workshop. The workshop will also include a brief discussion of how the energy and
non-energy research of the Fourth Assessment are being coordinated.
Staff will use the information gathered during the workshop and any written comments
submitted before the deadline to draft a final internal research strategy for the energy
part of the Fourth Assessment, which in turn will be used to develop requests for
proposals for grants or contracts.

Public Comment
Oral comments: Staff will accept oral comments during the workshop. Comments may
be limited to 5 minutes per speaker. Oral comments may be made by those attending
in person as well as those attending remotely. Comments may become part of the
public record in this proceeding.
Written comments: Written comments should be submitted to Susan Wilhelm by 4:00
p.m. on September 5, 2014. Written comments will also be accepted at the workshop,
though the Commission may not have time to review them before the conclusion of the
meeting.
Additionally, written comments may be posted to the Energy Commission’s website for
the proceeding. Please note that written and oral comments, attachments, and
associated contact information (e.g. address, phone, email, etc.) become part of the
viewable public record. This information may become available via internet search
engines.
The Energy Commission encourages comments by email. Please include your name
and any organization name. Comments should be in a downloadable, searchable format
such as Microsoft® Word (.doc) or Adobe® Acrobat® (.pdf). Please indicate “Staff
Workshop – Energy Sector Research for California’s 4th Climate Change Assessment”
in the subject line. Send comments to the attention of Susan Wilhelm at:
susan.wilhelm@energy.ca.gov.
If you prefer, you may send a paper copy of your comments to:
Susan Wilhelm
California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street, MS 43
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512

Public Adviser and Other Commission Contacts
The Energy Commission’s Public Adviser’s Office provides the public assistance in
participating in Energy Commission proceedings. If you want information on how to

participate in this forum, please contact Alana Mathews, Public Advisor at
PublicAdviser@energy.ca.gov or (916) 654-4489 (toll free at 800-822-6228).
If you have a disability and require assistance to participate, please contact Lou Quiroz
at lquiroz@energy.ca.gov or (916) 654-5146 at least five days in advance.
Media inquiries should be sent to the Media and Public Communications Office at
mediaoffice@energy.ca.gov or (916) 654-4989.
If you have questions on the subject matter of this meeting, please contact Susan
Wilhelm at susan.wilhelm@energy.ca.gov or (916) 327-1545.

Remote Attendance
You may participate in this meeting through WebEx, the Energy Commission’s online
meeting service. Presentations will appear on your computer screen, and you may
listen to audio via your computer or telephone. Please be aware that the meeting may
be recorded.
To join a meeting:
VIA COMPUTER: Go to https://energy.webex.com and enter meeting number 929 583
179. When prompted, enter your name and the following meeting password:
meeting@10
The “Join Conference” menu offers a choice of audio connections:
1.
2.
3.
4.

To call into the meeting: Select "I will call in" and follow the on-screen directions.
International Attendees: Click on the "Global call-in number" link.
To have WebEx call you: Enter your phone number and click "Call Me.”
To listen over the computer: If you have a broadband connection, and a headset
or a computer microphone and speakers, you may use VolP (Internet audio) by
going to the Audio menu, clicking on “Use Computer Headset,” then “Call Using
Computer.”

VIA TELEPHONE ONLY (no visual presentation): Call 1-866-469-3239 (toll-free in the
U.S. and Canada). When prompted, enter meeting number 929 583 179. International
callers may select their number from this page:
https://energy.webex.com/energy/globalcallin.php
VIA MOBILE ACCESS: Access to WebEx meetings is now available from your mobile
device. To download the app, go to www.webex.com/overview/mobile-meetings.html.
If you have difficulty joining the meeting, please call the WebEx Technical Support
number at 1-866-229-3239.

Availability of Documents
Documents and presentations for this meeting will be available online at:
http://www.energy.ca.gov/research/epic/documents/
Mail Lists:
Research listserv
Climate change listserv
IEPR listserv
EPIC listserv
Natural Gas listserv
Electricity listserv
Contingency listserv

