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Workshop Summary

Introductions

Public Interest Research Program Overview

About the Workshop

Role of Participants: Advisory Group, Invited 
Researchers, Public

Budget Overview

Today’s Agenda
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Public Interest Energy Research (PIER) 
Program Overview

IOU Ratepayer Funded Program launched in 1997
Purpose: Fund public interest energy research that is not provided by 
the competitive or regulated markets,  advances energy science and 
technology to the benefit of California ratepayers and will provide 
environmentally sound, safe, reliable and affordable energy services 
and products. Research areas:
– Energy Efficiency and Demand Response
– Renewable Energy and Advanced Electricity Generation
– Transmission and Distribution
– Climate and Environment
– Transportation

Total PIER funding (1997-2010): $757.9 Million
– Approximately $208 million for energy efficiency (30%)

Approximate $86.5 Million Annual Budget
– $62.5 million electric
– $24.0 million natural gas



California Energy Commission – PIER

4

Smart Infrastructure Policy Targets

Integrated Energy Policy Report (IEPR)

Renewable Portfolio Standard

Governor’s 20,000 MW of Renewables

Global Warming Solutions Act (AB 32)

State Alternative Fuels Plan (AB 1007)

Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act (SB 375)

AB 1925/SB 1368--Westcarb/accelerate CCS/industrial
Use of CO2
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Workshop

Objective: Structure future public interest research efforts 
that maximizes electricity ratepayer benefits and 
eliminates duplication of efforts

Receive comment on the proposed PIER research 
initiatives for fiscal year 2011/12 by having the Advisory 
Group and public:
– Provide advice on the initiatives
– Identify possible duplications
– Identify opportunities to gain synergies
– Assist in effective transfer and use of research results
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Role of Participants

PIER Advisory Board: Provide policy guidance on the 
PIER program

PIER Advisory Group: Provide advice, and input on 
research initiatives and interfaces with the board.

Invited Researchers: Provide technical feedback on 
research initiatives or on the status of research

Public: Provide feedback and comment on initiatives 

There are three Advisory Groups: Smart Infrastructure, 
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency
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Budget Overview –Smart Infrastructure

Budget discussions will be at initiative level

Provide feedback, identify duplication, overall comments

Sub Groups will discuss research Initiatives and 
FY 11/12 Budgets
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Welcome
Overview of advisory group meeting 
Break out in to three sessions:

Smart Infrastructure
Energy Efficiency
Renewables

Lunch
Presentation on results of break out sessions
Discussions on Smart Infrastructure Group Operation
Public Comment
Next Steps

Today’s Agenda



California Energy Commission – PIER

9

Websites

Public Interest Energy Research Program
– General Program information: 

http://www.energy.ca.gov/research/index.html

Energy Commission Mailing List Registration
http://www.energy.ca.gov/listservers/index.html

PIER Advisory Board Information
http://www.energy.ca.gov/research/advisory_board.html

http://www.energy.ca.gov/research/index.html
http://www.energy.ca.gov/listservers/index.html
http://www.energy.ca.gov/research/advisory_board.html
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Focus on technology areas

Allow for more detailed feedback

Keep discussions and time manageable

Things to consider upon return:
How effective is this format?

Is there a need for other break out groups?

Should breakout groups meet independently between PAG 
meetings?

Are there recommendations for improvements?

Break Out Sessions
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