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PIER Staff Workshop  
Research Breakthroughs: 

What’s Needed to Accelerate Path to Market and 
Achieve California’s 2020 Renewable Energy Goals? 

 
California Energy Commission Staff will conduct a workshop to present recent 
renewable energy research breakthroughs achieved by the Energy Commission’s 
Research and Development Division and to solicit feedback from public stakeholders on 
the ongoing suite of renewable energy research activities. 
 

February 29, 2012 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516 Ninth Street 

First Floor, Hearing Room A 
Sacramento, California 

(Wheelchair Accessible) 
 

Remote Attendance and Availability of Documents 
Internet Webcast – Presentations and audio from the meeting will be broadcast via our 
WebEx Web meeting service. For details on how to participate via WebEx, please see 
the “Remote Attendance” section toward the end of this notice. 
 
Documents and presentations for this meeting will be available online at:  

http://www.energy.ca.gov/research/notices/ 
 

Purpose  
 
This workshop will provide an overview of recent Public Interest Energy Research 
(PIER)-funded research breakthroughs in the area of renewable energy and facilitate a 
discussion on the results of those projects. The workshop will include presentations of 
recent projects in five separate technical sessions in the areas of bioenergy, solar 
energy, wind energy, geothermal energy and renewable energy integration. Each 
technical section will wrap up with a staff-facilitated panel discussion of project results, 
benefits of the research and related topics. The workshop will conclude with the 
opportunity for public stakeholders to provide feedback on the workshop topics and 
engage in a discussion with presenters and Energy Commission Staff. 
 

http://www.energy.ca.gov/research/notices/


Background 
 
Since 1996, the Public Interest Energy Research (PIER) Program has been the state's 
premier energy research, development and demonstration program, advancing science 
and technology in the fields of energy efficiency, renewable energy, advanced electricity 
technologies, energy-related environmental protection, and transmission and 
distribution, and transportation technologies.  
 
In the area of renewable energy, PIER has recently funded research to: 

• Develop cleaner, lower cost and more efficient energy generation technologies. 
• Evaluate waste-to-energy technologies, approaches, and applications. 
• Demonstrate more accurate forecasting techniques for intermittent renewable 

resources, such as wind and solar. 
• Demonstrate and evaluate mitigation strategies for the environmental impacts of 

utility scale wind and solar energy installations. 
• Verify the performance of numerous energy storage options for use with 

intermittent wind and solar generation. 
• Develop and demonstrate the tools and techniques to reliably integrate 

increasing amounts of renewable energy into California’s electricity grid – at both 
the distributed and utility scales. 

 

Written Comments 
 
Written comments on the workshop topics must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. on  
March 8, 2012. The Energy Commission encourages comments by e-mail.  Please 
include your name or organization’s in the name of the file.  Those submitting comments 
by electronic mail should provide them in either Microsoft Word format or as a Portable 
Document (PDF) to msokol@energy.ca.gov 
 

Public Participation 
 
The Energy Commission’s Public Adviser’s Office provides the public assistance in 
participating in Energy Commission activities. If you want information on how to 
participate in this forum, please contact the Public Adviser’s Office at  
(916) 654-4489 or toll free at (800) 822-6228, by FAX at (916) 654-4493, or by e-mail at 
[ PublicAdviser@energy.ca.gov ] If you have a disability and require assistance to 
participate, please contact Lou Quiroz at (916) 654-5146 at least five days in advance.  
 
Please direct all news media inquiries to the Media and Public Communications Office 
at (916) 654-4989, or by e-mail at [ mediaoffice@energy.ca.gov ].  
 
If you have questions on the technical subject matter of this meeting, please call Rizaldo 
Aldas, Renewable Energy Technical Lead, (916) 327-1417. 
 

mailto:PublicAdviser@energy.ca.gov
mailto:mediaoffice@energy.ca.gov


 
Remote Attendance 
 
You can participate in this meeting through WebEx, the Energy Commission's online 
meeting service. Presentations will appear on your computer screen, and you listen to 
the audio via your telephone. Please be aware that the meeting's WebEx audio and on-
screen activity may be recorded. 
 
Computer Log-on: 
 

1. Please go to https://energy.webex.com and enter the unique meeting number: 
923 302 701 

2. When prompted, enter your information and the following meeting password: 
meeting@9am 
 

NOTE: Access to WebEx meetings is now available from your mobile device. To 
learn more and access your app, please visit www.webex.com/overview/mobile-
meetings.html 

 
Teleconference: 
 
After logging in on the computer, an AUDIO CONFERENCE BOX will offer you the 
choice of phone connections:  
 

1. TO HAVE WEBEX CALL YOU BACK: Type your area code and phone number 
and click "Call Me".  

2. TO CALL INTO THE TELECONFERENCE: Use the drop-down box to select "I 
will call in" and follow the on-screen directions.  

3. INTERNATIONAL CALLERS: Click on the "Global call-in number" link in part (2) 
above.  

4. TO LISTEN OVER THE COMPUTER: If you have the needed equipment and 
your computer is configured, click on "Use Computer Headset" and then "Call 
Using Computer" to use VoIP (Internet phone).  
 

TELEPHONE ONLY (NO COMPUTER ACCESS): Call 1-866-469-3239 (toll-free in the 
U.S. and Canada) and when prompted enter the unique meeting number: 923 302 701. 
International callers can select their number from 
https://energy.webex.com/energy/globalcallin.php 

 
If you have difficulty joining the meeting, please call the WebEx Technical Support 
number at 1-866-229-3239.  
  
 
Date: February 17, 2012 
 
Mail Lists:  research, renewables 
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