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March 3, 2015
 
To:                 Eli.Harland@energy.ca.gov
From:             William Lyte, Burns & McDonnell
 
Subject:         EPIC Implementation Workshop – Comments on
 Expanding EPIC Supplier Diversity
 
I am writing to offer suggestions regarding the further involvement of diverse
 suppliers (women, minority and disabled veterans) in the EPIC program. 
 
Burns & McDonnell (www.burnsmcd.com) is a national engineering,
 procurement, and construction firm, top-ranked nationally in most categories
 of the energy sector. (#1 in transmission and distribution, #4 in power, #5 in
 cogeneration, and #10 in solar among them).
 
We have served as owner’s engineer on electrical infrastructure projects
 totaling $5+ billion of constructed value since 2008 including the SDG&E
 Sunrise Powerlink and SCE Tehachapi Renewable Transmission Program.  In
 such projects, our clients are generally the California investor-owned utilities,
 all of which have very large (40%+) diverse supplier business participation
 goals for projects. 
 
Therefore, within ur projects, we include many diverse suppliers in every
 project delivery category, and maintain strong and supportive mentoring
 relationships with them through regular Supplier Diversity Luncheons.  At
 one of our recent luncheons, I provided a presentation on the opportunities for
 diverse suppliers through the EPIC program, which I believe are very
 substantial. To further their involvement in the EPIC program, I offer a series
 of suggestions below:
 
1.      The first suggestion is to fully utilize the diverse supplier outreach

 networks of the Investor-Owned Utilities.  While I recognize that there is
 a separation in EPIC project funding between the California Energy
 Commission and Investor-Owned Utilities, the IOUs have massive
 outreach activities ongoing throughout the state to the diverse supplier
 business community.  Perhaps an “EPIC module” could become a part of
 each such outreach effort.
 

2.      At the diverse supplier business-specific level, Burns & McDonnell is a
 member of the Southern California Minority Supplier Development
 Council (SCMSDC).  Members of that council include the IOUs, but also
 200 major Southern California industrial firms in aerospace and
 technology, entertainment and energy and other business sectors.  I have
 attached the most recent list of corporate members from the SCMSDC
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 website (www.scmsdc.org) as Attachment One below.  The facilities of
 such private sector firms are often located within IOU territory, making
 them ideal demonstration locations for a range of EPIC projects.  Perhaps
 EPIC representatives could make a presentation to the SCMSDC board,
 with the objective of EPIC outreach materials being forwarded to the
 1,700 minority businesses and 200 corporate members which they
 represent.  Comparable programs could be established with their sister
 organization in Oakland.  Then, candidate EPIC projects could be
 conceptualized for these project locations, involving diverse suppliers
 from the SCMSDC.
 

3.      Many diverse supplier firms are in the engineering and construction sector,
 and consequently carefully track the large capital projects underway at
 California’s ports, airports, transit systems, highways, and energy
 utilities.  These capital projects are ideal hubs or anchors for EPIC
 demonstration projects.  These projects already likely require renewable
 energy or other sustainable measures, and the projects are well funded, so
 there may even be matching funds for EPIC projects.  The diverse firms
 would likely become involved either directly, or in association with larger
 engineering firms, and collectively would have the capabilities to ensure
 the projects’ success.

 
4.      In reviewing the previous awards by category, I noticed that the California

 State University system is significantly under-represented as a project
 applicant.  The CSU system awards a very large number of degrees within
 the diverse community, including in the engineering disciplines.  Our firm
 hires extensively from the engineering departments of Cal Poly Pomona,
 Cal State Long Beach, Cal State San Diego and other CSU campuses, as
 do most other of the California engineering firms.  The CSU campuses
 often are ideal locations for EPIC demonstration projects, and also for
 EPIC training projects.  The campuses also use large amounts of energy,
 have diverse student and graduate populations, and diverse suppliers near
 the campuses, and are also co-located with candidate capital project/EPIC
 project hubs of California, such as ports, airports, hospitals, transit and
 research centers discussed under #3 above.

 
5.      Regarding the Service Disabled Veteran Community, there are very

 significant opportunities to engage DVBEs in association with the
 California-based branches of the U.S. military.  Logical EPIC
 demonstration locations include the property of the California National
 Guard, and the many military facilities in California at which these
 DVBEs may have served.  Such a program can be coordinated through the
 California Department of Veterans Affairs’ newly formed DVBE
 Advisory Council.
 
In summary, through a very systematic process, using established outreach
 channels and project hubs, many additional diverse firms can become
 involved in the EPIC program.
 
Sincerely,



 
 
William F. Lyte
Supplier Diversity Advocate
Burns & McDonnell
1 Pointe Drive, Ste. 540
Brea, CA 92821
(424) 477-7853
Wflyte@burnsmcd.com

 

Current Southern California Minority Supplier Corporate
 Member List (WWW. SCMSDC.ORG)

 
Adecco USA, Inc.                                                                                              AEG
Aera Energy LLC                                                                                                Aeronet

 Worldwide
The Aerospace Corporation                                                                        Aetna, Inc.
Alcan Cable                                                                                                         American

 Airlines, Inc.
American Honda Motor Co., Inc.                                                               American Red

 Cross
Amgen, Inc.                                                                                                        Andrews

 International
Anheuser-Busch Companies, Inc.                                                             AON
Apple Computer, Inc.                                                                                     ARAMARK

 Corporation
Archer Daniels Midland Company                                                             AT&T Inc.
Automatic Data Processing, Inc                                                                  Automobile Club

 of Southern California
Bank of America Corporation                                                                      Baxter

 Healthcare
BBDO New York                                                                                                Biosense

 Webster, Inc.
Blue Shield of California                                                                                BMW of North

 America, LLC
BNSF Railway Company                                                                                 The Boeing

 Company
BP America, Inc.                                                                                               Burns &

 McDonnell
California Water Association                                                                       Capgemini
Cargill, Inc.                                                                                                          CBS

 Broadcasting Inc.
Ceridian Corporation                                                                                      Charles Drew

 University
Chevron Corporation                                                                                     CIGNA
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 Corporation
Citigroup Inc.                                                                                                     The Clorox

 Company
CNA Financial Corporation                                                                           The Coca-Cola

 Company
Coca-Cola Enterprises, Inc.                                                                          Comerica

 Incorporated
The Clorox Company                                                                                      CNA Financial

 Corporation
The Coca-Cola Company                                                                               Coca-Cola

 Enterprises, Inc.
Comerica Incorporated                                                                                 Computer

 Sciences Corporation
ConAgra Foods, Inc.                                                                                        ConocoPhillips
Cox Communications, Inc.                                                                            Darden

 Restaurants, Inc.
Deloitte & Touche Services LLP                                                                  Delta Air Lines,

 Inc.
Denny’s Corporation                                                                                      DuPont

 Company
Eastman Kodak Company                                                                             Eaton

 Corporation
Enterprise Rent-A-Car Company.                                                              Ernst & Young

 LLP
Exxon Mobil Corporation                                                                              Experian
Fannie Mae                                                                                                        Federal

 Reserve Bank of San Francisco
FedEx Corporation                                                                                          Fluor

 Corporation
Fox Entertainment Group                                                                            General

 Dynamics Corporation
General Electric Company                                                                            General Mills,

 Inc.
General Motors Corporation                                                                      Georgia-Pacific

 Corporation
Goldman, Sachs & Company                                                                       Grubb & Ellis

 Management Services
GSD&M                                                                                                                Halliburton

 Company
Health Net, Inc.                                                                                                Hertz Global

 Holdings, Inc.
Hilton Worldwide                                                                                             The Home

 Depot, Inc.
Honda of America Manufacturing Inc.                                                    Honeywell

 Aerospace
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HSBC USA, Inc.                                                                                                  Hyundai
 Motor America

Illinois Tool Works, Inc.                                                                                  Intel
 Corporation

Interface, Inc.                                                                                                    IBM
International Paper Company                                                                    The Interpublic

 Group of Companies
Johnson & Johnson                                                                                         Johnson

 Controls, Inc.
JP Morgan Chase Bank N.A.                                                                        Kaiser

 Permanente
KBM Facility Solutions                                                                                    KIA Motors

 America
Kimberly-Clark Corporation                                                                         The Kroger

 Company
Liberty Mutual Group                                                                                    Lockheed

 Martin Corporation
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP)                 Los Angeles World

 Airports
Lowe’s Companies Inc.                                                                                  Macy’s West
Major League Baseball                                                                                  Manpower Inc.
Marriott International, Inc.                                                                          Mars Snackfood

 U.S.
Mattel, Inc.                                                                                                         Medtronic,

 Inc.
MetLife, Inc.                                                                                                      MGM MIRAGE
Microsoft Corporation                                                                                   MillerCoors LLC
Minority Business Entrepreneur (MBE) magazine                             Motorola, Inc.
Nationwide                                                                                                        NBC Universal
NCR Corporation                                                                                              Nestle USA,

 Inc.
Nike, Inc.                                                                                                             Nissan North

 America, Inc.
Nordstrom, Inc.                                                                                                Northrop

 Grumman Corporation
Oakwood Worldwide                                                                                     Office Depot,

 Inc.
OfficeMax, Incorporated                                                                              Pacific Gas and

 Electric Company, PG&E
Park Water Co.                                                                                                  PepsiCo, Inc.
Pfizer Inc.                                                                                                            Pitney Bowes

 Inc.
The Procter & Gamble Company                                                               Prophet Brand

 Strategy, Inc.
Prudential Financial                                                                                         The Quaker
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 Oats Company
Qwest Communications International, Inc.                                           Ralphs/Food 4

 Less
Raytheon Company                                                                                        Reliant Energy,

 Inc.
Ricoh USA, Inc.                                                                                                  Robert Half

 International Inc.
Ryder System, Inc.                                                                                          Schlumberger

 Limited
Science Applications International Corporation                                  Sears Holding

 Corporation
Securitas Security Services USA, Inc.                                                       Sempra Energy

 Utilities
SGL Technic Inc.                                                                                                Shaw

 Environmental & Infrastructure
Shell Oil Company                                                                                            Siemens

 Corporation
Smurfit-Stone Container Corporation                                                     Sodexho, Inc.
Southern California Edison                                                                           Southern

 California Gas Company
Southwest Gas Corporation                                                                        Spherion

 Corporation
Sprint Nextel Communications, Inc.                                                         Staples, Inc.
State Farm Insurance Companies                                                             Steelcase Inc.
Supervalu                                                                                                            Symantec

 Corporation
Target Corporation                                                                                         

 TBWA\Chiatt\Day
Time Warner Inc.                                                                                             The TJX

 Companies, Inc.
Toyota Motor Manufacturing North America, Inc.                             Toyota Motor

 Sales, U.S.A., Inc.
TRW Automotive                                                                                             Turner

 Construction Company
Tyco International, Inc.                                                                                  U.S. Bank
Union Bank                                                                                                         Union Pacific

 Railroad
Unisys Corporation                                                                                         United Airlines

 – HDQPP
United Health Group, Inc.                                                                            United Parcel

 Service, Inc.
United States Postal Service                                                                       United

 Technologies Corporation
UnitedHealth Group, Inc.                                                                             University of

 Southern California
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Verizon Communications                                                                             Volt
 Management Corporation

W.W. Grainger, Inc.                                                                                        Wachovia
 Corporation

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.                                                                                     The Walt
 Disney Company

Waste Management, Inc.                                                                             WellPoint, Inc.
Wells Fargo Corporate Supplier Diversity                                               Wyndham

 International, Inc.
Xerox Corporation                                                                   Yum! Brands, Inc.
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