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Subj ect : RETI Pl enary in Pal m Desert

To the RETI group regarding the January 10 neeti ng:

| wish | could say that the RETI Plenary held in Pal m Desert was
sonet hi ng other than a poorly organi zed dog and pony show, but that's al
it was.

| say "poorly organi zed" because the "systen that "served" those of us
who connected via tel ephone was clearly only a perfunctory and ill-
concei ved after-thought. The speakers' voices were hardly audi bl e over
the crowd noise. At one point | was even treated to a private
conversation between a man and his wife or girl friend, to whomthe nan
said, "I'mnot going to stay around here too nuch | onger, Honey. Do you
want to go out tonight?”

| got to listen to the sanme break-out session four tinmes since whoever
set up the neeting didn't plan to cycle all four break-outs by the single

m crophone. | know there have been budget cutbacks in Sacranento; but
the big shots running this show ought to be able to do better than this.
After all, they are planning the "smart grid." They are going to

synchroni ze all those thousands of gigawatts of active power and manage
mllions of MVARs of reactive support. Scary thought, that.

| wish | could say that this neeting was atypical. Unfortunately, it was
not. Chaos and di sorgani zati on have been pretty nmuch par for the course
at all the tel econferences having to do with planning the grid that I
have attended over the past year with utilities |ike PGE and t he CAl SO

as well as RETI. | hope | can expect better fromthe PUC if the project
that threatens my area ever gets there. Having followed the Sunrise
Powerlink fiasco, |I haven't got high hopes.

The nore | see of the "process,” the |less confidence | have in the
judgnent and skill of those making the decisions. Process indeed--1ike
processi ng sausage! Sadly, nost of the consuners don't care or want to
know what goes into it, a fact of human nature of which those who nake
sausage and plan the grid seemwel |l aware.

In any case, | want to raucously and rudely voice ny support for the many
present at the neeting opposed to utility scal e generati on and
transmission facilities being planned for the Mjave Desert and | nperi al
County. The people fromthe California Desert Coaltion and several other
groups have it right: There is a better way than dependence on the
corporate utilities and their huge, ugly, and destructive nonstrosities.
We need to solve the gl obal warm ng problemw th | ocal comunity
renewabl e generation. The technol ogi es now exist for this solution, and
Bill Powers' Smart Energy 2020 plan shows how it can be done.

The RETI process is nmere greenwashing. It is a paper mll —a
*myt hograph*to coin a term-to generate thousands of pages of reports



steeped in technical jargon and "expert analysis,” whose actual purpose
finally is to legitimze greed and ugliness. The purpose of this neeting
on January 10 was to provide the utilities and regul atory agenci es cover
so that when they put the hamrer down on the desert, they can say, "W
had public neetings and solicited public input.” Nothing nore. It is
snoke and mrrors--poorly coreographed snoke and mrrors at that--to
legitimze evil.

Leave the desert and the Sierra alone! Let us the inhabitants of the
Sierra and the desert live our lives in peace free fromyour unwanted
col oni zation of our beautiful lands. The desert and Sierra are and nust
remai n places of solitude and reflection. Let the so-called "l oad
centers"--translate big cities--provide for thensel ves w t hout
encroaching on us! W don't want or care to serve their "load," and we
aren't fooled by their |load of bull!

Thank you,
Charles M Ashl ey
www. savet hefoothills. org



