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NOTICE OF VIOLATION, BOTTLE ROCK POWER, LLC, LAKE COUNTY

On 23 September 2008, Ceniral Valley Water Board staff received a verbal complaint for drilling
spoils from the well pad sumps being temporarily stored in a meadow, and a freeboard of less
than one foot reported in the Francisco mud sump. In addition, the complainant was concerned-
that the drilling spoils from the mud sumps were not being properly disposed of, and that the clay
sump liners may be leaking. Finally, the complainant indicated that considerable grading had
taken place without any permits and that some of the stream beds had been damaged or altered.

Following the complaint, Central Valley Water Board staff (staff) notified the Bottle Rock Power,
LLC (Discharger) regarding our concerns about the allegations. The Discharger indicated that
some of the drilling spoils that were determined o be non-hazardous were lemporarily being-
stored onsite for drying purposes in 2 meadow near the Coleman Weil Pad prior to being trucked

offsite for disposal. Siaff informed the Discharger that the drilling spoiis needed to removed and
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disposed of in accordance with Wasle Discharge Reguiremenis (WDRs) Order No. 68-087. in
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addition, siaff requesied ihe Discharger ic provide writien rasponses 10 the slegations and

proposed cerreciive actions.

In a 2 October 20608 response ietter, the Discharger indicated that the driiling spolis were being
removed from the Francisco mud sump in order to comply with the three foot minimum freeboard
requirement in the Lake Counly Amended Use Permii No. 85-27; and the two foof minimum '
freeboard requirement in the WDRs. In regards ic disposal, the Discharger indicated that the
drilling spoils removed from the mud sumps are tesied by a California State Certified Laboratory
for California Assessment Manual (CAM) 17 metals as defined in the Califomnia Code of
Regulations Title 22 and asbesios. In addition, the Discharger sfated that the maierial is noi
removed until analytical data from spoils contained in a particular sump is received. Finally. the
Discharger stated that the materials (spoils and water) removed from the sumps are disposed of in

accordance with Titde 27 regulations.

Disposal Vigiations
The Discharger has stated that the drilling spoils detenmined 1o be non-hazardous were being
trucked to the S Bar S Quarry in Kelseyville and Quakenbush Mountain Resource Recovery and
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Compost Facility (Quakenbush) in Clear Lake. Central Valley Water Board staff informed the
Discharger that neither S Bar S Quarry nor Quakenbush are permitted to accept drilling spoils.
The Discharger has also indicated that the drilling spoils that are determined to be hazardous are
trucked to the Chemical Waste Management Facility in Kettleman City.

Because the non-hazardous drilling spoils were disposed of at non-permitied facilities in a manner
not congsistent with Title 27 rquire;ﬁente, the Digcharoer has violated ﬂmcharr'u» Speciiicafion No.
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shali be disposed in & manner thai is consistent with :ia‘ie 27 and approved by the Cxeculive
Officer.”
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11 is our undersianding ithat driling spoils determ iner’ to he non hazardous will be trucked ic the
Altiamont Landfill in Livermore. 1t is also are understanding that the non-hazardous spoils that

the Coleman Meaduw Were o rnp!u ely removed on 8 Ccigber 2008,
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and the meadow area was hydro-seeded
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Freeboard Violations :
On 13 October 2008 the Discharger sent a letter stating that the freeboard in ihe Francisco Drilling
Sump was measurad at cone fool on 4 October 2008. Discharge Specification No. B of the

WDRs states: “A minimum freeboard of two fest shall be maintained in wellpad sumps, the

rainjection | nr‘f and ail other locations utifized for the storage of wastewaters prior fo .:n,i'ecﬁon ifi the
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ce wiith Section
No. 85-27, pertaining to sump consiruction.
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Finally, please be advised that failure to comply with your WDRs may result in further enforcement
action, which could include administrative civil liability (a fine).

Shouid you have any questions regarding this Notice, please contact Guy Chiids at
{916) 464-4648.
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STEVE E. ROSENBAUM
Senior Engineering Geologist
Compliance and Enforcement
Title 27 and Non15 Programs
dite dut <AL 3
cc.  Raymond Ruminski, Lake County Environmental Health Department, Lakeport
Melissa Floyd, [ .ake County Planning Department, Lakeport
Karon Thomas, Botile Rock Power, LLG., Cobb
Ronald Suess, Bottle Rock Power, LLC, Santa Rosa
Marie lvanovna Buric, Depariment of Waier Resources, Sacramento



