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RE: San Luis Obispo County Department of Agriculture Response to Review of the Carrizo 
Energy Solar Farm Project (67-AF2-8) 

Ms. Dyas: 

The County of San Luis Obispo Agriculture Department (Ag Dept) appreciates the opportunity to 
review and comment on the above-referenced project for issues of concern specifically related 
to agricultural resources and operations in S;an Luis Obispo County. 

The analysis prepared by URS provides some information relating to agricultural re:sources. 
However, additional information, inclusion of county agriculture policies, and analysis of 
potential impacts to agricultural resources is recommended, as is updated water re.,“ource 
analysis. Attached you will find further detail on these issues (Attachment A) plus comments 
specific to the analysis prepared by URS (Attachment B). 

We appreciate your consideration of our input as the CEC conducts their internal analysis and 
completion of the Preliminary Staff Assessment. We look forward to reviewing the draft 
environmental document. should you have any questions, please give me a call at 805-781-
5753. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Isensee, Agricultural Resource Specialist 

cc: John McKenzie, Senior Planner, County Planning & Building Dept. 
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Attachment A: County Asriculture Department Review 

Aqricultural Resource Information 

Most of the northern Carrizo area is utilized for dry-farmed crops and for grazing. Based upon 
county records, it appears that the project site has been utilized for dry-farmed hay i ~ n d  grain 
production in recent years. Recent aerial photos and the county's pesticide registration records 
show regular and ongoing agricultural use of the site. 

The project site (excluding the construction laydown area) consists of a single soil complex, 
Yeguas Pinspring complex, which the Natural Resources Conservation Service breaks down 
into two map units. 

Source: Web Soil Survey, Natural Resource Conservation Service. 

The project site and area would be considered Important Farmland classified as Farinland of 
Local Importance through locally adopted orclinance under 7 CFR 657.5.(d). Because the soil 
has approximately nine inches of available water capacity, it is productive farmland for dryland 
farming even with the area's low rainfall. The site and area have a long and continuc~us history 
of use for dry-farmed grain production and for cattle grazing, both important components of the 
county's agricultural economy. At the current time, there is nothing that precludes the continued 
use of the project site for agricultural use. 

The northern Carrizo Plains contains approximately 22,000 acres of quality farmland capable of non- 
irrigated field crop production due to the quality soils, large parcel sizes and limited incornpatible 
development. This area remains the largest single area of dry-farmed crop production in the county, 
with between 10,500 and 13,900 acres identified annually for field crop use in recent years (2004- 
current). 

County Policy 

San Luis Obispo County includes an Agriculture Element within its General Plan. Ths element 
outlines four Agricultural Goals, including AG2: Conserve Agricultural Resources and AG3: 
Protect Agricultural Lands as well as thirty-four Agricultural Policies including AGPI 1 : 
Agricultural Water Supplies and AGP18: Location of Improvements. The document clan be 
found at http://www.slocountv.ca.qov/Assets/PL/Elements/Aq+Open+S~ace+Elemer~ 

Agricultural Resource Impacts and Mitigation 

The Ag Dept recommends an agricultural resource section be included in the environmental 
document that analyzes potential impacts to 1:he site's agricultural resources, considers county 
and state policy to protect farmland from conversion, and incorporates feasible mitig<ation for 
impacts to agricultural resources and operations. 

http://www.slocountv.ca.qov/Assets/PL/Elements/Aq+Open+S~ace+Elemer~









