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Dear Mr. Kessler,

Thank you for including the San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) in the environmental review process. We have completed our additional review
ofthe proposed Carrizo Energy Solar Farm project. APCD would like to thank you for
reviewing our comments from our October 28, 2008, letter and responding accordingly in
your Preliminary StaffAssessment- Application for Certification for the Carrizo Plains
Solar Farm. Thefollowing are APeD more refined comments based on the updated
assessment you provided that are pertinent to this project.

GENERAL COMMENTS
As a commenting agency in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review
process for a project, the APCD assesses air pollution impacts from both the construction
and operational phases ofa project, with separate significant thresholds for each. The
particular section that is being commented will be in boId font, capitalized and underlined
and below will be APCD comments. Please address the action items contained in this
letter that are highlighted by bold and underlined text.

The Air Quality Section of the Staff Assessment includes references to a "District."
For clarification purposes, if this is referring to the San Luis Obispo County Air
Pollution Control District, please replace this reference with SLO County APCD.

CONSTRUCTION PHASE MITIGATION

All of SLO County APCD's construction phase comments and any recommended
mitigation requirements are conditional pending the results of an updated Air
Quality Table 4 (Maximum Project Construction Impacts). The additional
construction activity measures recommended below are based on the assumption
that the emissions from this portion of the project will exceed the SLO County
APCD's construction thresholds. Prior to the fmalization of the Staff Assessment,
please provide the SLO County APCD with documentation on how the numbers in
the updated table were determined. The construction phase mitigation listed in the
Proposed Condition of Certification is currently unsupported because it does not
calculate the total emissions from the construction activity and compare those
emissions to the SLO County APCD's thresholds of significance.
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Air Quality Table 4: Maximum Project Construction Impacts
This table is incomplete in that it only demonstrates impacts relative to State air quality
standards. In addition, it needs to include daily and quarterly impacts relative to the SLO
County APCD's construction phase thresholds. For construction, the significance
threshold values are 185 lbs ofemissions per pollutant per day and 2.5 tons of emissions
per pollutant per quarter. Exceeding the 2.5 tons per quarter threshold value would
require Best Available Control Technologies (BACT) and exceeding 6 tons per quarter
would require BACT as well as off-site mitigation. Please expand Table 4 to include
ozone precursors (NUx and ROG combined), identify the SLO County APCD
threshold values, and define whether impacts exceed the threshold values. Modeling
Table 4 after the formatting in Air Quality Table 5: Facilities Maximum Daily and
Annual Operating Emissions is appropriate.

Note: 60 days prior to breaking ground or getting a grading permit, you must work
with SLO County APCD to demonstrate that the actual construction fleet that will
be used is as clean or cleaner than the assumed fleet that was used for the
calculations in Table 4. Depending on the results of this evaluation, appropriate
mitigation may need to be modified.

Construction Impacts Mitigation
The following are comments relative to the mitigation lettering in your staff assessment:

L. Please use the 5 minute shut down time limit to be consistent with AQ-SC5.

M. Please include "CARB Diesel" in this reference to low sulfur, low aromatic fuel for
construction equipment.

O. Please clarify this measure as follows: Use construction equipment that meets state
and federal emission standards for Tier II and Tier III as a minimum and must comply
with the State Off- Road Regulation.

Please add the following mitigation measures in the Construction Phase Mitigation
section:

Standard NOx Control Measures for Construction Equipment
The standard construction equipment mitigation measures for reducing nitrogen oxide
(NOx) emissions are listed below and in section 6.3.1 of the SLO County's Air Quality
Handbook. These measures are applicable to all projects where construction
equipment will be used:

• .Maintain all construction equipment in proper tune according to manufacturer's
specifications.

• Fuel all off-road and portable diesel powered equipment with ARB certified
motor vehicle diesel fuel (non-taxed version suitable for use off-road).
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• Maximize, to the extent feasible, the use ofdiesel construction equipment meeting
ARB's Tier 2 certified engines or cleaner off-road heavy-duty diesel engines, and
must comply with the State Off- Road Regulation.

• Maximize to the extent feasible, the use ofon-road heavy-duty equipment and
trucks that meet the ARB's 2006 or newer certification standard for on-road
heavy-duty diesel engines, and must comply with the State On- Road Regulation.

• All on and off-road diesel equipment shall not be allowed to idle for more than 5
minutes. Signs shall be posted in the designated queuing areas and or job sites to
remind drivers and operators of the 5 minute idling limit.

• Electrify equipment when feasible;
• Substitute gasoline-powered for diesel-powered equipment, where feasible;
• Use alternatively fueled construction equipment on-site where feasible, such as

compressed natural gas (CNG), liquefied natural gas (LNG), propane or biodiesel;
• Implement construction activity management techniques as follows:

Develop a comprehensive construction activity management plan designed
to minimize the amount oflarge construction equipment operating during
any given time period;
Schedule of construction truck trips during non-peak hours to reduce peak
hour emissions;
Limit the length 0 f the construction work-day period, ifnecessary; and,
Phase construction activities, if appropriate.

Developmental Burning
Effective February 25, 2000, the SLO County APeD prohibited developmental
burning of vegetative material within San Luis Obispo County. Under certain
circumstances where no technically feasible alternatives are available, limited
developmental burning under restrictions may be allowed. This requires prior
application, payment of fee based on the size ofthe project, SLO County APCD
approval, and issuance ofa bum permit by the SLO County APCD and the local fire
department authority. The applicant is required to furnish the SLO County APCD with
the study of technical feasibility (which includes costs and other constraints) at the time
ofapplication. Ifyou have any questions regarding these requirements, contact the SLO
County APCD Enforcement Division at (805) 781-5912.

Construction Permit Requirements
Based on the information provided, we are unsure ofthe types ofequipment that may be
present during the project's construction phase. Portable equipment, 50 horsepower (hp)
or greater, used during construction activities will require California statewide portable
equipment registration (issued by the California Air Resources Board) or an SLO County
APCD permit. The following list is provided as a guide to equipment and operations that
may have permitting requirements, but should not be viewed as exclusive. For a more
detailed listing, refer to page A-5 in the District's CEQA Handbook.

• Power screens, conveyors, diesel engines, and/or crushers;
• Portable generators and equipment with engines that are 50 hp or greater;
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• IC engines;
• Unconfmed abrasive blasting operations;
• Concrete batch plants;
• Rock and pavement crushing; and
• Trommel screens.

To minimize potential delays, prior to the startofthe project, please contact the
SLO County APeD Engineering Division at (805)781-5912 for specific information
regarding permitting requirements.

OPERATIONAL PHASE MITIGATION
On page 49 ofthis section, bullet number) should read as follows:

• Wind erosion control techniques such as windbreaks, water and chemical dust
suppressants, that have been approved by theSLO County APCD, shaUbe
used on areas that could be disturbed by vehicles or wind. Any windbreaks used
would remain in place until the soil or road is stabilized: and,

Please see the attached SLO County APCD's Approved Dust Control Methods for
Unpaved Private Roads. The above revised wording is needed to ensure that any
operational phase unpaved road driving impacts do not result in a PM lO threshold
exceedance.

On page 49, bullet number 4:
Please indicate the tools that will be implemented to ensure that the facility speed limit,
ofno morethan 5 miles per hour, will be enforced. One example could be for the
Compliance Project Manager (CPM) to identify and correct violations.

Please add the following mitieation measures in the Operational Phase Mitigation
section to address both.a reduction in ozone precursors and. greenhouse gas
emissions from this project:

1. Increase the habitable building energy efficiency rating by 10% above what is
required by Title 24 requirements (this can be accomplished in a number ofways
(increasing attic, wall or floor insulation, etc.).

2. Install deciduous shade trees planted closely along southern exposures of
buildings to reduce summer cooling needs.

3. Use roofmaterial with a solar reflectance value meeting the EPNDOE Energy
Star®rating to reduce summer cooling needs.

4. Use high efficiency, gas or solar water heaters meeting the EPNDOE Energy
Star® rating.

5. Use built-in energy efficient appliances meeting the EPNDOE Energy Star®
rating.

6. Use double-paned windows.
7. Install door sweeps and weather stripping if more efficient doors and windows are

not available.
8. Install high efficiency or gas space heating.
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CUMULATIVE IMPACTS AND MITIGATION
The Cumulative Impacts and Mitigation should include and discuss the impacts that
are associated with the nearby Topaz Solar Farm and the Sun Power's proposed
California Valley Solar Ranch that is proposed near the Carrizo project site.

PROPOSED CONDITIONS OF CERTIFICATION
In this section, please explain the difference between "SC" mitigation and "AQ"
mitigation. Does "SC" mitigation stand for "Staff Conditions?" Ifnot, the acronym
needs to be defined for clarification purposes.

All of the measures in this section should be separated by "Construction Phase" and
"Operational Phase" for clarification purposes.

AQ-SC1:
This section should read as follows:
"... The project owner shall designate and retain an on-site AQCMM who shall be
responsible for directing and documenting compliance with AQ-SC3, AG-SC4, and AQ­
SC5 for the entire project site and linear facility construction for the life of the project."

The Air Quality Construction Mitigation Manager (AQCMM) needs to also be VE
<Visual Emissions) Certified. The AQCMM must be able to witness and evaluate dust
emissions to determine ifthe proposed project is in compliance with the SLO County
APCD's Rule 401 20% opacity threshold.

AQ-SC2:
The Air Quality Construction Mitigation Plan (AQCMP) shall be sent to the SLO
County APCD for approval. The AQCMM's contact information must also be
provided to the SLO County APCD 60 days prior to breaking ground, getting a
grading permit and getting a site-permit.

AQ-SC3: (this section should be included in the Construction Activity Management Plan
(CAMP) also referred to in the StaffAssessment as the Air Quality Construction
Mitigation Plan.
This section should read as follows:
"...The AQCMM shall submit documentation to the SLO County APCD and CMP in
each Monthly Compliance Report (MCR) that demonstrates compliance with the
following mitigation measures for the purposes ofpreventing all fugitive dust plumes
from leaving the Project."

This section also needs to include more information with regards to who the
Compliance Project Manager (CPM) is, as well as a name and contact information
for that person. This section also needs to include the methods that will be available
for the public to get in contact with someone on-site to lodge a complaint. All
complaints need to be recorded and be available for SLO County APeD review.
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AQ-SC4: That addresses the Dust Plume Response Requirement. (This section should be
included in the CAMPI Air Quality Construction Mitigation Plan)
This section should include the following:

"All PMlO mitigation measures required should be shown on grading and building
plans. In addition, the Compliance Project Manager (CPM) and the Air Quality
Construction Mitigation Manager (AQCMM) should be Visual Emissions (VE)
Certified and be able to monitor the dust control program, as well as be able to
follow the 20% opacity limit (SLO County APCD Rule 401: Visible Emissions Rule)
and to order increased watering, as necessary, to prevent transport of dust offsite.
Their duties shall include holidays and weekend periods when work may not be in
progress. The name and telephone number of such persons shall be provided to the
SLO County APCD prior to land use clearance for map recordation and finished
grading of the area. A telephone number must also be available for the public to
call with complaints.

AQ-SC5: That addresses Diesel-Fueled Engine Control. (This section should be included
in the CAMP)
Please address the following issues identified for the lettered measures in this section:

C. Currently there is no ARB certified "soot trap" for a Tier 0 engine. Therefore
in essence, ifTier 2 or Tier 1 equipment is not available, this measure as currently
stated would allow a Tier 0 equipment to be used without restriction. As
currently written this mitigation measure can result in highly polluting equipment
being used. This measure needs to reference the fact that appropriate mitigation
[e.g., installation ofcatalyzed diesel particulate filters (CDPF) orother SLO
County APCD approved emission reduction retrofit devices] will be defined in
cooperation with the SLO County APCD when the finalized equipment list is
provided to the SLO County APeD as required to ensure that the equipment is as
clean as the list used to generate Table 4.

D. This lettered measure should read as follows, and all numbered conditions
should be removed:

The use of a soot filter may be terminated, if incoordination with the device
manufacturer, it is determined that the operational issues cannot be resolved.
The soot filter may then be removed with notification to the SLO County
APCD, followed by a SLO County APCD approved modification to control
strategy.

AQ-SC7: That addresses the project owned providing a dust control plan.
This section should read as follows:
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"... At least 60 days prior to start ofcommercial operation, the project owner shall submit
to the Compliance Project Manager, a copy ofthe plan that identifies the SLO County
APeD approved dust and erosion control procedures that will be used during operation
of the project and identifies all locations ofspeed limit signs, and a copy ofthe project
employee and contractor training manual that clearly identifies that project employees
and contractors are required to comply with the dust and erosion control procedures and
on-site speed limits."

DISTRICT CONDITIONS
This section needs to be re-titled to read as follows:

"SLO County APCD Permit Conditions for the Operational Phase"

Again, these comments are conditional pending the results of the updated Air Quality
Table 4, and depending on the results, additional mitigation may be required. SLO
County APCD thanks you for the opportunity to comment on this preliminary staff
assessment. If you have any questions or comments, feel free to contact me at 781-5912.

Meghan Field

MDF/AJM/arr

cc: Mr. Perry Fontana
John McKenzie, SLO County Planning and Building Department

Attachments: SLO County APCD's Approved Dust Control Methods for Unpaved
Private Roads
h:lplan\ceqalprojecUe";ew\3000\3300\3393-3\3393-3.doc
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Approved Dust Control Methods for Unpaved Private Roads
Th~ f~tOWing list of dust control supp:ess~t~ ~e a~prov~d by the SLO Co~~APC~. The approved suppressants ~ust be rea?p~ied at a freque~cy that ensures that fugitive ~ust
emiSSI ns do not exceed the 20% OpacIty hmit IdentIfied In APCD's 401 "VIsIble EmISSIOns" rule and such that offsIte dust emISSIOns from the sIte do not occur. The APCD WIll
consid r products that are not listed on a case-by-case bases; provide product specifics to APCD by contacting the APCD Planning Division at (805) 781-5912.

With tlje exception of chipseal, SLO County APCD defined the following list ofdust suppressants from a list defined by the San Joaquin Valley APCD [I]." The SLO County list
streamliines the San Joaquin list by removing hygroscopic products and all but two petroleum based products.

www.calfresno.com

www.go.com/chemical

www.envirotechservices.com
www.orinceminerals.com/oroducts/dust control.oh

www.dallasroadway.com
www.salsroadoroducts.com

Product Web LinkComuanProduct Common Name
Suppressant Sub­

Catel!:O

• DC-22

Lignosulfonate I • Dustac, Dustac-lOO

• CalBinder

• Lignin LS-50™

• Lignosulfonate

• Polybinder

• Dustac® Road Binder

CaiciumLi

In addition, any chemical or organic material used for stabilizing solids shall not violate the California State Water Quality Control Board standards for use as a soil stabilizer. Any
dust suhpressant must not be prohibited for use by the US Environmental Protection Agency, the California Air Resources Board, or other applicable law, rule, or regulation.
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• DC-lOOO IDesert Mountain (505) 598-5730

• Earthbound,
Earthbound L

• PolyPavement

• Liquid Dust Control

Marloe---
• Soiloe-D

Polymer Emulsions I - I • Soil Seal

• - .. -
-
•-
• - --- ~ - r - U{ . ___ -_

• Soil Master WR

www.desertmtneom.eom

www.earthchem.com

WWW.Do!vDavement.com

www.enviroseal.eomfldc.htrn

www.soilseal.com

wv.w.arb.ca,gov/eoor/midwest.htrn

www.fluidsciences.com

www.cvtec:com

(2) "Pre-certified" by the California Air Resources Board; www.arb.ca.gov/eqpr/eqpr.htm

[3] Though chipseal is typically used as a sealant for paved roads. it can also be an effective dust suppressant on unpaved private roads. Project proponents accept liability of potential vehicle or
property damage associated with this dust control method.

h:lplanlceqalceqa handbookl2009lunpavedroadlslocoapcdapproveddustcontrolsuppressantsforunpavedprivateroads_vl.l_9dec08.doc


