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PROCEEDI NGS

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Call the
neeting to order, continuation of the Commttee
Conference on the Presiding Menber's Proposed
Decision. |1'mBill Keese, Chair and lead on this
Conmittee, and to nmy left is Bob Laurie, also on
the Committee.

To ny inmediate left, M. Ed Bouillon,
our Hearing O ficer. To ny right, M. Terry
O Brien, ny advisor.

Good norning. W are here to hear on
the PMPD. M. Bouillon, would you nake sone
openi ng statenment, please.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  Yes. |'d
like first of all to I et everyone know that this
neeting is al so being held by tel econference, and
we have several callers on the line now, and |
woul d I'i ke to have sone acknow edgnent that they
can hear ne.

Woul d the callers on the Iine please
respond if they can hear ne?

(Parties on tel ephone respond.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  Thank you.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Ckay.

PUBLI C ADVI SER MENDONCA: M. Bouill on,
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this is Roberta Mendonca. WII it be hel pful if
the callers on the line would give their nane for
the record, please?

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: W will do
that before we ask themto speak. | was just
trying to establish that we had sonme two-way
conmuni cati on.

| would also like to inquire of everyone
inthe roomat this tinme, and everyone on the
phone, if anyone requires a Spanish translation

| would like the Interpreter to nake a
statenment at this tinme and inquire whether anyone
needs a translation of ny opening renarks.

Yes, please, if you would just ask
whet her anyone requires a Spani sh transl ation of
what |'m sayi ng now.

(Thereupon Ms. Loof bourow, the

Interpreter, translated Hearing

O ficer Bouillon's question into

Spani sh.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: W' ve had a
request for a translation, as | understand. |Is
that correct?

M5. LOOFBOUROW That's correct.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: Al right.
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VWhat we will do fromnowon is | will speak in
hopeful |y short sentences, and I will ask the

Interpreter to repeat everything that | say in

Spani sh.

MS. LOOFBOUROW  Ckay.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  And woul d you
-- now woul d you translate what | just said.

(Interpreter translating Hearing

O ficer Bouillon's comments.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: W wil |
conduct this hearing as informally as possibl e,
and we will hear from everyone who has sonething
to say. But we will do so in an orderly manner,
and we will have a definite order for the speakers
to participate.

W will first discuss the conments that
have been filed by the Applicant, the Staff, and
the Intervenor, Carnela Garnica.

MS. LOOFBOUROW  Excuse ne, could you
repeat that, the nanes?

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  Yes, Carnela
Gar ni ca.

MS. LOOFBOUROW  Carnel a Garnica.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: And the Staff

and the Applicant. Did you get that?
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(I'nterpreter translating Hearing

O ficer Bouillon's comments.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  And any
addi ti onal conmments nade by those parties. W
will then receive public commrent from anyone
present or present by tel ephone.

| ask that anyone present that wi shes to
make a comrent contact Roberta Mendonca, the
Public Adviser, and fill out a participation card,
or | notice Penny, one of her assistants, is back
here, and -- oh, Roberta's in the back of the
room

W will then be able to determine in the
tinme allotted, | believe we have noticed this to
last until -- it appears we have not put a
definite tine limt on this conference, but | do
know t he Comm ssi oners have other conmmtnents at
approxi mately 1:00 o' cl ock.

But we anticipate we will have tinme to
hear fromeveryone. And we will divide the tine
accordi ngly, once we have sone idea of how nuch
public participation there will be.

At this time | will note that we have
received, prior to the last neeting we had, which

was continued to this date, conments fromthe
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Applicant on the Proposed Decision, which were
received on March the 1st. W had received al so
Staff conments on that date, and we had received
comrents from-- and comments from | ntervenor
Car el a Garni ca.

MS. LOOFBOUROW  Excuse ne, how do you
spell that?

MS. GARNI CA: Carnela Garnica.

MS. LOOFBOUROW Carnela Garnica, okay.

Thank you.

(I'nterpreter translating Hearing

O ficer Bouillon's comments.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  Her conments
were received, | believe, on March the 6th.

| have received, | believe yesterday, a
docunent fromthe Staff indicating that they did
not oppose any of the Applicant's proposed
changes, with one exception. And that exception
had to do with SOCIO-2. And we will discuss that
at -- 1'Il ask for comments from both sides on
t hat .

And at this time I will ask the
Applicant to nake any further conments he has
about any of the coments that have been filed

or any other conmments that he has on the Proposed
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Deci si on.

But before | do that | want to inform
everyone that so that we can get through this in
an orderly manner, |'mgoing to ask that only one
person speak for any party. That neans -- that
neans one party, probably a |lawer, fromthe
Applicant. One person fromthe Staff. And one
person for -- probably Carnela Garnica herself.

When we cone to public coment, then
anyone will be free to nmake additional conmrent.
And for anyone who speaks, | would ask themfirst
to identify thenselves for the record, and nake
sure that they are speaking into a m crophone so
that it can be recorded.

And i f anyone here needs sonme help with
how to get to a m crophone, |I'm sure Roberta woul d

be glad to help.

MR. BOYD: | have a question. This is
M ke Boyd.

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  Yes, M.
Boyd.

MR, BOYD: kay. Just for the record
this is Mke Boyd, President of CARE. Carnela is

a nmenber of CARE, and has asked CARE to assist her
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inthis matter. And | just want to object, for
the record, to you limting it to only one person
to speak for the Intervenor. And that unfairly
prevents the Intervenor fromparticipating, and we
believe that you're stifling her First Amendnent
right inthis matter.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: M. Boyd, |'d

be glad to hear fromyou. |If M. Garnica desires
to be heard herself, we will listen to her
MR, BOYD: Well, I'mnot asking --

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  Excuse ne,
M. Boyd. | have to have that translated

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: I n addition,
you will be heard --

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: -- but not as
a part of the parties' comments.

(Interpreter translates.)

MR, BOYD: kay. That leads ne to
anot her question. Do you -- did you -- you
shoul d' ve received in the docket prelimnary
conments on the proposed Bl ythe Energy Center from
K. Shawn Snal | wood, Ph.D., prepared by CARE at the

request of the Intervenor. Have you received that
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docunent ?

MS. LOOFBOUROW |'msorry, | didn't get
that name. Information from who?

M5. DeCARLO  Shawn Smal | wood

MS. LOOFBOUROW  Ckay, from Shawn
Smal | wood.

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: | do not have
themin front of ne, but it's ny understanding
that we have received them

(Interpreter translates.)

MR BOYD: | really think you should
because sone of the -- the inpacts that Dr.
Smal | wood have identified I think will be of

concern to the public and the Applicant, in

gener al

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: | can assure
you that any comments that we received will be

consi dered before issuance --
(Interpreter translates.)
MR. BOYD: And therefore, the --
HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: WAit a
mnute, M. Boyd. | wasn't finished with ny

sent ence.
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MR, BOYD: kay, |'msorry. | can't see
you, so --

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: W1 be
consi dered before issuance of either the -- a

revi sed Proposed Decision or an errata to that
deci si on.

(Interpreter translates.)

MR. BOYD: But everything will be part
of the administrative record in this case;
correct?

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: That's
correct.

MR, BOYD: kay. Thank you

MR. FI GUERCA: Excuse ne. M nane's
Al fredo Figueroa. By golly, we traveled al
night, and this is going to be the |legal neeting.
This nmeeting shoul d' ve been held in Blythe,
California, and we'll be having further neetings
afterwards, but we want to have themin Blythe
And ne, |'m President of the Mesa Verde Organi zing
Conmittee, has submtted to you a consumer rights
conplaint, due to the violations that the
California Energy Conmi ssion has commtted upon

t he people of Blythe and our native people there.

PETERS SHORTHAND REPORTI NG CORPORATI ON (916) 362-2345
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10

I"'ma representative of the -- of the
traditional people of the Chi mmwehe Tribe, and
know you fol ks took it very lightly when our
tradi tional |eader got up and gave his renmarks of
t he sacredness of the Colorado River. That's why
we are here today, and we traveled all night, but
we'll travel as nuch as it takes to get to see
that this ill-fated plant is stopped.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Sir, we're
goi ng to have an appropriate time for those
comments, but the first part of business is going
to be to hear the comments of the officia
participants in this proceeding on the docunent
that we have in front of us. And we have to
conplete that first, and then we will take
comments from anyone who cares to speak on this
i ssue.

Ma' am

MS. LOOFBOUROW |'mgoing to try to
translate all this.

PRESI DI NG VEMBER KEESE: |'m sorry.

(Interpreter translates.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: M ster -- do
you have a question regardi ng the procedure?

(Interpreter translates.)

PETERS SHORTHAND REPORTI NG CORPORATI ON (916) 362-2345
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11

MS. GARCIA: No, | don't. Were you
aski ng ne?

PRESI DI NG VMEMBER KEESE:  Yes.

MS. GARCI A: Because you said Mster.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: This is --
we're going to proceed with the Applicant first,
and then -- and then the Staff second, and then
Ms. Garnica in the formal proceeding, and then
we'll take comrents afterwards. Do you understand
t hat procedure?

M5. GARCIA:  Yes, | do.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you.

(Interpreter translates.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you. Can
we have coments of the Applicant regarding the
PMPD, pl ease.

(Interpreter translates.)

MR, GALATI: Thank you. M nane is
Scott Galati. | represent Blythe Energy LLC, and
on iy left --

(Interpreter translates.)

MR, GALATI: -- is Tom Caneron, project
director for the Blythe Energy Project.

(Interpreter translates.)

MR, GALATI: And on ny right is Dr. Jeff

PETERS SHORTHAND REPORTI NG CORPORATI ON (916) 362-2345
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12
Harvey, |ead environnmental consultant with
Greystone Environnental Consultants.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. LOOFBOUROW |'msorry, | didn't get
the last part.

MR GALATI: Environmental Consultants.

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  If | m ght
interrupt, 1'd like to ask Ms. Garnica a question
if I mght.

Trying to -- trying to translate every
sentence that's spoken here today may result in
not being able to hear everyone, and 1'd like to
know i f you can deterni ne whether or not a Spanish
transl ation of everything that goes on is
necessary at this tine.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GARNICA: Yes. Yes, | do, because
sone of the people that traveled all night with us
only speak Spanish. They are nonolinguals only.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: That's --

that's fine. W'IIl translate everything you'd
like. Anything you would Iike will be transl ated.
If -- if you should at sone point feel that --

(Interpreter translates.)

PETERS SHORTHAND REPORTI NG CORPORATI ON (916) 362-2345
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13
PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: -- if at sone
time you should feel that the coments bei ng nade
do not need to be translated, which would free up

nore tinme for public coment at the end, |let us

know.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. MARZA: (Through Interpreter) My nane
is Anna, and | -- | want to ask a couple of

qguestions. Can you hear ne?

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  We can't hear
you.

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: W will have
questions from nenbers of the public after we have
dealt with the parties that are here. You will be
given an -- please stay on the line. You will be
given an opportunity to speak. But at the nonment,
we are in the mdst of M. Galati's coments on
behal f of the Applicant. W wll cone back to
you.

MS. GARCI A:  Ckay.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GARCIA: Ckay. Thank you.

MS. GARNICA: | just wanted --

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: A procedur al

PETERS SHORTHAND REPORTI NG CORPORATI ON (916) 362-2345
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14
guesti on?

MS. GARNI CA: Yeah, | had a question
because, you know, previously, M. Boyd had
nentioned about, you know, that he was assisting
nme and the other group behind nme, and yes, he is.
And | would like that his comments be taken into
account, because --

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: They will be.

MS. GARNI CA: Ch, okay.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: They will be.

M5. GARNICA: But | wanted himto be --
I wanted himto say, you know, |ike the way M.
Gal ati has his nuscle -- | -- 1'd like to, also
have ny muscle, whatever. So --

(Laughter.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUILLON: "Il ask the
translator to recap that as best she can

(Interpreter translates.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: M. Gal ati.

MR, GALATI: Thank you, Carnela. That's
one of the nicer things |'ve been called.

(Interpreter translating M.

Galati's coments.)

MR, GALATI: 1'd like to begin, and try

to be as brief as possible, and only discuss the
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di fferences between Staff's coments and our
coments, first.

The first discrepancy deals with
Condition of Certification SOCIO2 -- Condition of
Certification SOCI O 2

That's correct. W proposed changes in
our coments filed March 1st.

My understanding is Staff agrees with
sone of those changes, and not others.

Specifically, Staff agrees with the
actual change to the condition but disagrees with
our proposed changes to the verification. CQur
changes to the verification are necessary to
ensure swi ft project construction, and nore -- and
reflects the Applicant's conmmitnent to nake a good
faith effort to recruit enployees and procure
materials within the Blythe area

Staff also submitted additional coments
in which a new condition was proposed. This
condition specifically addresses construction
m | estones. This condition is brand-new to the
Conmi ssion's process, and Staff stated the reason
for the condition was the Governor's Executive
Order 25.

W& woul d direct the Comm ssion's
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16
attention to that Executive Order. That Executive
Order applies only to projects that have been
expedi ted, and specifically those projects that
i nvol ve conversions froma sinple cycle to a
conbi ned cycl e project.

The purpose of this Executive Order, as
with the other Executive Orders issued recently,
was intended to strike a balance. Certain
projects couldn't be expedited with waivers of
statutes and regul ations in exchange for that
expedi ted process. W believe this Executive
Order was intended to assure that power woul d be
brought to California quickly, to justify the
expedi ted Conmi ssion review.

This project was not subject to
expedited review. This project filed its
application in 1999, and went through the ful
Conmi ssion process. At this late date, a
condition such as this has a negative inpact on
financing of this project.

We request that the Comm ssion not
change its statutory requirenent to begin
construction within five years to inplenment this
Executive Order, which does not apply to the

Bl yt he project.
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Further evidence of this is the recent
Executive Order Nunber 28 which, by its very
terns, were intended to clarify the earlier
Executive Orders. Executive Order 28 does not
direct the Commission to establish these
m | estones for projects that have not received
expedi ted treatnment.

If the Conmittee directs, we will file
suppl enental witten comments on this point, as |

have other reasons why the Commttee shoul d not

17

adopt the condition which it nmay not be productive

to go through now.
At thistime I'dlike to turn to the
addi ti onal comments that we received today from

M. M ke Boyd's group, CARE

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: | would Iike

to insert in the record at this point that | have

been handed a copy of those comments.
(Interpreter translates.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: Pl ease
conti nue.
(Interpreter translating M. Galati's
conments. )

MR, GALATI: As we received this today

at the hearing, we have not had tine to reviewit.
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W will file supplenmental coments in response
before the cl ose of coment period. However, |
m ght note that M. Boyd asked that these --

MS. LOOFBOUROW (Transl ating for
uni dentified speaker on phone) | want to hear the
comrents, too. | would |ike to hear the coments
al so.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: The subnitted
coments seemto be --

V5. LOOFBOUROW  Excuse ne. | am not
sure she said she wanted to hear the comrent or
nmake a comment. Should | clarify that?

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  Wul d you,
pl ease.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Yes. And --
yes.

(I'nterpreter questions speaker.)

M5. LOOFBOUROW | -- she would like to
make a conment.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: That will be
appropriate |ater.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. LOOFBOUROW (Transl ating for
uni dentified speaker on phone) How |ong do you

think it will be, 10, 15 m nutes?
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HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  It's very
hard to say, but it will be before one o'clock
and beyond that, it's very difficult to say. W
have a process going. W've yet to hear the
conpl etion of the Applicant's coments.

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  And t hen
we're going to hear the Staff's coments. And
then we're going to hear Ms. Garnica's conments.
And then we will turn to nenbers of the public,
such as you.

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: I n addition,
any nenber of the public, or any party, has a
right to submt witten conmments to this Committee
so long as they are submtted within 30 days from
the date the Presiding Menber's Proposed Decision
was issued.

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  And i f
someone would refresh nme on the date of that --

MR, SHAW 17 February.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: It was issued
on 17 February, so anyone has a right to file

witten coments for 30 days after February 17th.
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The Conmittee will consider each and every comrent
recei ved.

(Interpreter translates.)

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER ON PHONE: \What
happens if it's a Sunday?

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  Excuse ne?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER ON PHONE: If the
30 days expires on a Sunday.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: The 30 days
expires on a Sunday, everyone has until the
foll owi ng business day to file their coments.

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: M. Gal ati,
woul d you conti nue, please.

(Interpreter translating M.

Galati's coments.)

MR, GALATI: Wth respect to M. Boyd's
request that these be adnitted into the
adm nistrative record, we do not object. However,
we do object to them being treated as evi dence
since we were not given an opportunity for cross
exam nati on.

MR. BOYD: Can | ask a question? This

is Mke Boyd, of CARE, again.
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PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: No, M. Boyd.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: M. Boyd, you
will be given an opportunity, and we -- just as
you would not like to be interrupted, we do not
expect you to interrupt anyone el se.

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: Pl ease
conti nue, M. Galati.

MR GALATI: That concludes our conments
on the Presiding Menmber's Proposed Deci sion

(Interpreter translates.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you, M.
Gal ati .

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: | woul d now
ask the Staff to make their coments.

MS. DeCARLOG  Thank you. This is Lisa
DeCarl o, Energy Conmission Staff Counsel, and to
ny far left is M. Lance Shaw. He is the Energy
Conmi ssi on Project Manager for the Blythe project.

(Interpreter translating Ms. DeCarlo's

conments. )

M5. DeCARLO We have two brief conments
in response to Applicant's comrents.

In regards to SOCI O 2, Staff believes

that in order for the condition to have any teeth
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Staff will need to be able to review the
procurenent and hiring decisions before they
occur. |If reviewis to occur after the fact, it
woul d be very difficult to change a decision that
Staff has di sagreed with.

In regards to the additional condition
requiring mlestones --

MS. LOOFBOUROW  Excuse nme, could | get
alittle bit of clarification?

MS. DeCARLG -- it is Staff's position
that the paragraph referencing nmilestones in the
Executive Order stands on its own and is not
limted to facilities under expedited review.

(Interpreter translating Ms. DeCarlo's

conments. )

MS. DeCARLG Staff will be applying
this requirement across the board to all projects
under CEC jurisdiction. Gven the energy crisis,
Staff believes it is necessary to ensure that
proj ects approved by the Conm ssion start
construction within one year, and proceed
according to schedule. And we believe that the
Executive Order gives us this authority.

We do not believe that this condition is

overly burdensone, and it is necessary to ensure
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that the project certified by the Conm ssion gets
built in a tinely nmanner to alleviate the energy
crisis.

Staff has not had a chance to review the
comments submitted by M. Smallwood. Once we do
have the opportunity to review them we wll
submt witten conments as appropriate. And we do
not object to thembeing adnmitted into the
adm nistrative record.

And that concludes Staff's coments.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  Thank you,

Ms. DeCarl o.

Ms. Garnica, would you pl ease cone
forward to the m crophone and nake whatever
conments you have

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GARNICA: Yes. | do want to nmke
sure I|'m-- that neans that now, during this ting,
| could talk and pick things over here, or -- and
| can ask them questions, or | cannot, or is this
just a one-way comunication, or is it a two-way
di al ogue?

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: At this tinme

you can nake coments about any topic that is in
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the Presiding Menber's Proposed Decision. You can
qguestion statenments in that Proposed Decision, but
you are not permtted to ask direct questions of
any other participant at this hearing.

(Interpreter translates.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: W will go
t hrough each party again to hear their responses

to anything you mght say, if they have any. And

then we will let you respond again. But there
will not be any direct question and answer
sessi on.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GARNI CA: Okay. And then, so that
woul d nmean, then, that since the Blythe Energy
Proj ect has not had the opportunity to read what
CARE has submtted, therefore they wouldn't be
able to ask himany questions. And so, therefore,
if he is not -- if they don't have a conplete
under st andi ng of what was submtted, then how
woul d -- how would they get their answers? Do we
-- do we neet again so that they can get their
answers to ask M. Boyd anything? O can they ask
M. Boyd now that he is here, | nmean, now that he
is on air.

(Interpreter translates.)

PETERS SHORTHAND REPORTI NG CORPORATI ON (916) 362-2345



A W N

N o O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  No one is
going to ask M. Boyd anything. W do not
anticipate that there will be anot her conference.
Any party or any nenber of the public may submt
witten coments conmenting upon --

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  -- Dr.
Smal | wood' s coments, subnmitted by CARE, or not,
as they see fit. There will be no cross
exam nation of either M. Boyd or Dr. Snml |l wood.
Nor will you, Ms. Garnica, be allowed to ask
qguestions of either the Staff or the Applicant
about those comments.

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  But you can,
at this time, add any information to those
conments you wi sh to nmake

MS. GARNI CA: Okay. So how do the
conments -- how are they taken into account when

the comrents are subnmtted, like M. Glati said

25

earlier that he has not had a chance to read them

so how are they taken into account into this
process?
(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  Those
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comments, |ike any other coments filed by any
ot her person, will be read and considered by this
Conmittee. And they will be given whatever weight
and effect to which they are entitl ed.

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: | cannot tel
you what effect that will be, because | have not
read them nor has the Committee read themat this
time. But they will, before this decision is
presented to the California Energy Conm ssion as a
whol e.

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: Pl ease
conti nue.

M5. GARNICA: Yes. | wanted to conmment
on page 211 and 212 of Soil-Water 6, 7.

M5. GARNICA: And | wanted --

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  Excuse ne,

Ms. Garnica. Wat page did you say?

MS. GARNICA: 211 and 212.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: Al right.

(I'nterpreter translating M.

Garnica's conments.)

M5. GARNICA: And | notice that -- that

in there it tal ks about reinbursenent to the
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conmunity wells, specifically on -- on 212, where
-- 212 where it says that -- the sentence shal
nean that the mitigation as set forth herein is
required if the Mesa Verde well is operating at 90
percent capacity. Now, | also notice that it says
if. Now, do we know at what capacity those wells
are operating presently?

So | -- okay. So am|l going to get an
answer to that, or -- or am| just supposed to ask
and then it's going to be docunented, and then |
get a response -- a response from--

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  Your
guestions will be considered. Wether or not
there will be any response today, | cannot say.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GARNI CA: Ckay.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: The Conmittee
itself will not make any response at this tine.
This is the tine for the parties and the public to
make their comments, not for the Commttee to nmake
its coments.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GARNI CA: Okay. And, okay. That
was one -- one of the questions.

(Interpreter translating M.
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Garnica's conmments.)

M5. GARNICA: And then -- and then it
al so indicates that alternatively, the project
owner shall provide to Mesa Verde Conmunity
Service District an anmount of nobney equal to the
cost of either deepening the existing wells or
installation of a newwell, if the district makes
such request.

Ckay. What | need to know is since Mesa
Verde, the community of Mesa Verde, is three hour
drive fromthe -- the -- let's see, the person
who's in charge of the district of Mesa Verde,
which is Riverside, | wanted to know, |ike when
that -- | guess this nmust nmean that the service
area, when it's inpacted and the well -- the wel
needs to be -- let ne get that right termin --
yeah, it needs to be deepened, now, who is -- is
the person that is going to see to it that it is
done right away? Because we have -- we will have
testinonies of fanmlies from Mesa Verde who have
already tried for several years with the -- the
office in Riverside to get their wells -- because
in here it doesn't specify atine --

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: Ms. Garni ca,

let me interrupt you for a nonment, please.
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MS. GARNI CA: | beg your pardon

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  Let ne
interrupt you for a noment, please?

In spite of what | said a few m nutes
ago, | am with regard to that, M. Chairnan
going to ask either the Applicant or the Staff,
and maybe M. Shaw woul d be the appropriate person
fromthe Staff, if they can respond to that
concern.

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: M. Gal ati,
do you have any response for Ms. Garnica?

MR GALATI: If | understand the
question, it is howwll the -- the well be
deepened and coordi nated with Riverside County.
I's that correct?

MS. GARNI CA:  Yeah, the service
district.

(Interpreter translating M.

Galati's coments.)

MR GALATI: A condition that the
Applicant has agreed to requires that
determ nation of whether the well needs to be
deepened wel | before the project begins punping

groundwat er to support its power plant operations.
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The verification of that condition
requires the Applicant subnmit proof that the
condition has been conplied with by either show ng
that inprovenents have been conpl eted, or that
they are not required, 30 days prior to the
producti on punpi ng.

So that | guess the short answer is the
Applicant has the burden to resolve any problem
prior to being able to operate.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  Does t hat
conpl ete your response, M. Galati?

MR, GALATI: If | nmight have a nonent
just to make sure that was accurate.

(Interpreter translates.)

MR, GALATI: Ms. @Garnica, is your
concern that if the alternative section is
approached where noney is paid to the district,
that the district won't fix the well?

(Interpreter translates.)

M5. GARNICA: Not -- | nean -- no, not
that they're not going to resolve the problem
which nost likely they mght |ike in about ten
years. But |I'mtal king about when it's
i mediately prior to knowing, like it's -- like

the process indicates here that it's being
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i npacted. If -- if sonmebody else is going to be
in charge of seeing to it that the well is
installed. It can be done in years. Right?

(Interpreter translates.)

MR, GALATI: M understanding is that
t he Energy Comm ssion Conpliance Project Manager
woul d have to sign off on that Blythe Energy has
conplied with the condition 30 days prior to being
able to punp.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GARNICA: Wio is that title manager
| mean that nmanager? |Is that atitle in the
state, or is that --

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. DeCARLO  Yes, Steve Munro is the
Conpl i ance Project Manager that will be handling
the Bl ythe project conpliance aspect.

(Interpreter translates.)

MR, GALATI: And he is enployed by the
Ener gy Conmi ssi on.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GARNICA: So what this indicates
here, then, us that you're going to hand in -- the
Bl yt he Energy project hands in reports to the

Energy Commi ssion, and then they -- then they tel

PETERS SHORTHAND REPORTI NG CORPORATI ON (916) 362-2345



A W N

N o O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

32
you guys that yeah, it's time nowto -- or is --
what's the time, the time -- fromthe tinme that
you submit that it needs to be installed, fromthe
time that the Energy Conm ssion gets back to -- or
actually it gets -- the job gets done for the
conmunity. You know, ny -- ny concern is that

famlies are going to be left with a trickle of

wat er .

(Interpreter translates.)

MR GALATI: If families are left with a
trickle of water, it will not be -- be because the

project is punping groundwater. Because the

proj ect cannot punmp groundwater until the project

manager signs off on the condition, and allows the
project to punp groundwater. It is inpossible to

determ ne how | ong that process will take.

(Interpreter translates.)

MR, GALATI: The Applicant is commtted
to making it happen quickly, so that they can
begi n commerci al operation of the power plant as
soon as possi bl e.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GARNI CA: Okay. So then there is no
specific tinme that this can happen, then. It's

not to where we can say okay, you have a certain
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amount of days to do this, a certain anount of
days to do that. Because they'll just --

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  Except |
think that | can add that any inmprovenents that
need to be made in the Mesa water -- Mesa Verde
Water District will be made before they begin to
punp. And that is the responsibility of the
California Energy Conmi ssion Project Manager

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GARNI CA: Okay. So then that woul d
nmean, then, that until all that is taken care of,
then the -- the Blythe Energy Project cannot be
established until the water is going to be taken
care of first?

(Interpreter translates.)

M5. DeCARLO This is Lisa DeCarl o,
Staff Counsel. All inpacts to |ocal wells caused
by the project nust be mtigated before the
proj ect can begin comrerci al operation

(Interpreter translates.)

MR, GALATI: And | just want to be clear
to the nmenbers of the public, the project will not
be installing a new well at Mesa Verde if the

project will not inpact that well
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(Interpreter translating M. Galati's

conments. )

MR, GALATI: Qur anal ysis shows now that
the project will not inpact that well. The Energy
Conmi ssion didn't believe us. They required this
condition to further review very specific
anal yses, to ensure the project will not inpact
that well.

If such -- if the Energy Conmi ssion
determ nes that an inpact nmay occur, the well
needs to be fixed prior to operation.

M5. GARNICA: So then that -- that means
then that when you give a permt, or you give a
license, the license is not that it is okay to
start, the license is only that all the process,
as far as the mtigation is conpleted, or --

(Interpreter translates.)

M5. GARNICA: -- or does that mean that
fromthe tine that the license is permtted, or
the certification is permtted, does that only
nean that it's only -- what does that -- exactly
does that nean?

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUILLON: 1'mgoing to

ask you, Ms. Garnica, to turn to sone other area.
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But before | do, | amgoing to try to sumuari ze
what has been said.

What this conditions nmeans, as |
understand M. Galati and the Staff, is that al
required mtigation would take place before any

groundwat er is punped for operation of that power

pl ant.

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  And not say
at this time exactly what will be required. And

this condition was required to ensure that al
contingenci es were covered, so that the net inpact
on the community of Mesa Verde will be zero.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GARNI CA: Ckay.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUILLON:  So if you
woul d please turn to any other comments you have
at this tine.

M5. GARNICA: So then, | still didn't
know what -- what exactly, when -- when actually
starts, like if the Blythe Energy Project gets
certified or permtted, or licensed, or whatever,
| still didn't understand what is it exactly that
t hey can do once that happens.

(Interpreter translates.)
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HEARI NG OFFI CER BOU LLON: W -- we're
not going to have an answer to that question
again. That question will be considered, and the
parties may respond to it in the next round.

M5. GARNICA: It's just that | -- |
don't understand how, because | don't know, you
know, because if mtigation -- nitigation is
entailed into certain components of this process,
you know, of applying to set up a plant, | don't

understand if the mitigation overlaps the permt,

or if it's -- if it's mtigated prior to the
permt, or if it's, you know, | don't understand
how it goes, because -- and then if | don't
understand how this -- how the process is to be
done, and | can't get an answer, then it -- it's

to say that | amjust wasting ny tine.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GARNI CA: Ckay. | was just given a
note that it's mtigation before operation.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GARNI CA: Ckay. So that woul d mean,
then --

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: What it means
is that if it needs to be fixed, it will be fixed

bef ore operati on.
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(Interpreter translates.)

M5. GARNICA: And that I, as an
Intervenor, can interject at any tinme during this
process, as far as days, nonths, or whatever new
di scoveries or whatever, it's -- that's it. Does
it becone a dead issue, or --

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  You, or any
menber of the public, can interact with the
Proj ect Manager -- excuse ne, the Conpliance
Proj ect Manager to express concerns, or -- ofr
poi nt out deficiencies in conpliance by the
Applicant. And it is the responsibility of the
California Energy Conmi ssion to make sure that
t hose concerns are dealt with.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GARNI CA: Ckay. So then that neans
that on -- on page -- is it this one -- then that
neans that the page where it indicated that --
156, where it says, although no landfills are
| ocated onsite, the Blythe Airport has an inactive
landfill less than one mle up gradient fromthe
site, and yet previous to that it says on the
first dot, the only toxic pit identified is

| ocated greater than one mle to the west of the
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site.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GARNI CA: Okay. So now that what
has been said, that what the California Energy
Conmi ssion's responsibility is, and ours, as
conmunity people of interest, then shouldn't it be
that we shoul d thoroughly investigate and see to
it that toxic levels of that landfill that's there
be cleared up first? Because how can you nitigate
that if that hasn't been finished, that task has
not been acconplished yet?

(Interpreter translates.)

M5. GARNICA: So that -- so that's what
now t hat, you know, that you have said that, the
-- if that's our responsibility, okay. W can't
coment, but the idea is that the comments be
taken into account. [|'mnot only talking about an
Intervenor, | amtalking about as an Intervenor
I'"mtal ki ng about ot her people who have pointed
certain things that pertain to that toxic area in
the Mesa Verde, be taken to account as was filed
previously, so that therefore, that task of seeing
that, like the tanks, be searched for. | didn't
see anything in that.

(Interpreter translates.)
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MS. GARNICA: So shouldn't that be
i nvestigated first, and isn't that part of the --
the thing, or -- see, if we just continue
subm tting docunentation of certain things that we
find, as community nenbers, who actually goes and
investigates to see if that's there, and conpl etes
the task of fulfilling that investigation?

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  That
question, |like your other comments, may be
conmmented on by either the Staff or the Applicant
when they get their turn again. But in any event,
your coments and questions will be carefully
considered by this Conmittee in determning
whet her or not there needs to be any additions or
corrections to the Proposed Deci sion

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GARNI CA: So that would be by March
21st? If I'mnot -- | could be -- is that the
final day for these first 30 days, and then --

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  The fina
date for public comrent on the Proposed Deci sion
is, | believe, this com ng Monday.

MS. GARNI CA: kay. And then the date

PETERS SHORTHAND REPORTI NG CORPORATI ON (916) 362-2345



A W N

N o O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

40
by which the Conmm ssion nmakes their Fina
Decision, is there a date, or it's just dependi ng
on how everything is assessed and put together?

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: If a revised
decision is not required, but can sinply be
handl ed by preparing what we call an Errata, then
if it's currently on the full Comm ssion's
cal endar, | believe, for March the 21st, for the
regul ar Busi ness Meeting of the California Energy
Commi ssion, which | believe commences at 10: 00
o'clock, in the norning. It nmay or nay not be
consi dered and voted on at that hearing. The --

t he Conmi ssion, as a whole, nmay decide to vote on
it on that date, or they may decide to continue it
to a later date. |If they do decide to vote on it,
that will constitute the final decision of the
California Energy Conmi ssion

(Interpreter translates.)

MR, BOYD: This is Mke Boyd. | have a
poi nt of information.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: M. Boyd, you
will get your turn

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: Pl ease
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conti nue, Ms. Garnica.

MS. GARNI CA: Ckay. So then that neans
that to discover if the -- that toxic that's
around the area, that Final Staff Assessnent has,
you know, has recorded that it's there, to find
out whet her those other tanks are there or not,
isn'"t there a way that Staff can do that research
i nstead of having -- the Blythe Energy Project had
a conpany go out there that, | guess it's
contracted by them or it's by the city that --

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Pl ease, Ms.
Garni ca, make a statenent.

MS. GARNI CA: Ckay. Well, | need to
know i f instead of having sonebody el se, you know,
do internal nonitoring, isn't there a way that
sone -- the Staff can go and see if those -- | ook
for those discoveries, do the research thensel ves,
i nstead of --

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  Are you
maki ng any specific proposal about what could be
done to the Proposed Decision?

M5. GARNI CA:  Yes.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: To satisfy

that criteria?
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M5. GARNI CA:  Yes.

(Interpreter translates.)

M5. GARNI CA:  Yes.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  And what is
t hat proposal ?

M5. GARNICA: That -- that the
i nvestigation be done for the toxic that is found
near the proposed site, that -- but that it be
done by an outside and not so nuch by people from
the area of -- within Blythe.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GARNI CA: Because | took it upon
nyself to go do sone of that research, and | -- it
was overwhel mi ng, because |I'mjust an average
citizen, and | don't have the resources to try to
do that.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GARNI CA: And the Blythe Energy
Proj ect, the whole group, they did go out there,
but it was not -- | didn't get into that. M
brain, part of it.

So that woul d be taken into account,
then, that it be -- an investigation be done prior
to the Proposed Decision?

That is the proposal that | am naking.
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(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  All | can
tell you at this tine is that your comments wll
be taken into consideration by this Comittee. W
are not at this hearing going to nake any
deci si ons what soever.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GARNI CA: Ckay. At this point |
don't -- | don't have anything further for right
now. | can cone back up, right? O is this --

PRESI DI NG MEMBER LAURI E: Thank you.

Yes, we're going to --

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: At this tinme
I"'d like to ask M. @Gl ati if he has any response
to anything that he's heard so far.

MR, GALATI: Wth respect to the
references to toxic pit.

(Interpreter translating M. Galati's

conments. )

MR, GALATI: Earlier on in the process,
Ms. Garnica contended that there were underground
tanks that woul d sonehow i mpact well owners in the
area fromthe project's punping. The Cty of

Bl ythe and the County of Riverside conducted
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i nvestigations with Ms. Garnica, or a
representative of Ms. Garnica, present at at |east
-- on at |least two occasions.

The underground storage tanks were not
found. In addition, the evidentiary record
supports that even if there were tanks there is no
evi dence that the project punping would cause any
mgration. However, to ensure this, the Energy
Conmi ssi on included another condition requiring
the project to test its -- the water it punps with
a conplete analysis to identify any potentia
cont ami nati on.

| believe that's the only coment, other
than the water, which |I already answered.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: Ms. DeCarl o,
do you have any response?

MS. DeCARLG | would just like to add
that Waste Condition of Certification 4 and 5 al so
requires that the Applicant hire an environnenta
professional, and that if there's any -- any
evi dence of contam nated soil found during
construction, that -- that that professional be
consulted and a plan of action

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. DeCARLO That a plan of action be
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determined. And the CPMw Il be involved in al
of those deci sions.

That's all of Staff's coments.

(Interpreter translates.)

MR SHAW |'d like to add, CPMis the
Conpl i ance Proj ect Manager.

(Interpreter translates.)

MR GALATI: Excuse me. M. Bouillon, |
didn't address -- do | have an opportunity to
address Staff's response to our conmments?

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  Absol utely.

(Interpreter translating M. Galati's

conments. )

MR, GALATI: Wth respect to SOCI O 2
we'd point out that SOCIO 2 does not nmitigate any
identified significant environmental inmpact, and
al t hough the Applicant has repeatedly comitted to
procure materials, when we can, that will not
violate federal law, as well as existing union
agreenments, it would be extrenely cunbersone to
have the CPM revi ew every purchasi ng deci sion and
require Blythe Energy to denonstrate how it cannot
purchase materials in the Blythe area nonths
before the purchase, and -- and al so keep an

expedi ted construction schedul e.
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Most of the supplies and purchases that
will be obtained will not just be one nonth
purchases. And so a verification that requires
what has been purchased a nonth prior will give
t he Energy Commi ssion anple opportunity to suggest
changes wi thout requiring a cunbersone approva
process.

Wth respect to the condition on
m | estones, Staff also said this condition was not
burdensonme. Wth all due respect, we point out
t he Conmi ssion has not required such a condition
and the Applicant, who is in the business of
bui |l di ng and constructing power plants, inforns
the Conmttee that it is extrenely burdensone, and
may have the opposite effect intended by Staff to
ensure that projects are constructed
expeditiously. |If potential financing options see
the ability of the Energy Conmi ssion to forfeit
the Iicense because foundations weren't conpleted
by a special date, those financing opportunities
may | ook el sewhere for attractive investnments that
are not subject to that sane risk.

So if the Staff intends for the project
to be constructed and feels that the narket does

not provi de enough incentive, this condition

PETERS SHORTHAND REPORTI NG CORPORATI ON (916) 362-2345



A W N

N o O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

47
shoul d not be adopt ed.

As well, as the investment that the
Appl i cant has al ready nmade denpbnstrates the
wi |l lingness, especially during these tines in
whi ch commitnents to purchase equi pment are made
prior to receiving a pernmt, we would reiterate
that the Executive Order is a trade-off. If the
Ener gy Commi ssion expedites review and waives its
regul ations, it should be entitled to sone
assurance that that special treatnent was --
actually would yield power to the State of
California.

Al t hough this project repeatedly asked
for expedited review, it was not granted any
wai vers of regul ations.

That concl udes ny rebuttal

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: Ms. DeCarl o,
woul d you like to respond?

(Interpreter translating M.

DeCarl 0o's coments.)

M5. DeCARLO  Yes, sonme mnor comments.

One, the mlestones will be applied to
al | subsequent projects. Therefore, the Applicant
will be on an equal footing with all subsequent

proj ects approved by the California Energy
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Conmmi ssi on.

Two, we believe that the nmilestones are
required by the Executive Order

And, three, the mlestones sinply
require that the Applicant give us a general idea
of when certain aspects of the project will be
conpl eted, a general tineline. And there are
several aspects that if the project owner does not
neet the mlestones, it doesn't necessarily nean
that the certification is automatically forfeited.
If the change in the mlestone does not affect the
est abl i shed comercial operation tine, there's no
forfeiture. |If the mlestone is changed due to
ci rcunst ances beyond the owner's control, there's
no forfeiture.

If the mlestone will be missed, but
there's a good faith effort on the part of the
Applicant to neet the project nmilestone, there
will be no forfeiture. And if the mlestone is
m ssed due to unforeseen natural disasters, there
will be no forfeiture.

MS. LOOFBOUROW |'msorry, could you
repeat that |ast sentence?

M5. DeCARLO If the mlestone is missed

there will be -- due to unforeseen natura
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di sasters.

(I'nterpreter translating M.

DeCarl o's coments.)

MS. DeCARLG  This just gives Staff an
opportunity to review the progress of the
construction of the power plant to ensure that
t hi ngs are goi ng accordi ng to schedul e.

And that concludes Staff's comrents.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Ms. DeCarl o,
may | ask a question.

M5. DeCARLO  Sure.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: You -- you
attached Order 25 in your filing?

M5. DeCARLO  Yes.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Are you -- are
you suggesting that the Bl ythe plant was
expedi ted, the process for Blythe was expedited?

M5. DeCARLO No, not at all.

PRESI DI NG VEMBER KEESE: Are you
suggesting that it involves post certification
amendment s?

M5. DeCARLO No. It is Staff's
contention that the paragraph requiring the
nm | est ones stands al one and apart fromthe

previ ous paragraphs.
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(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: Ms. DeCarl o,

i f that paragraph stands al one, what is the
nmeani ng of this purpose in the first |ine?

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. DeCARLG |I'msorry, that's not the
paragraph that requires the mlestones. It's the
par agraph bel ow that one. And in the paragraph
that requires the mlestones, there's no nention
made what soever of any sinple cycle facility or
expedi ted process.

(I'nterpreter translating M.

DeCarl o's coments.)

M5. DeCARLO It is Staff's belief that
the Executive Order, at |east this paragraph, is
nmeant to ensure that even if a project approved by

the Energy Commission is not on an expedited

review, that it -- we at |east can be assured that
it wwll be built eventually, and on a -- a
timeline that -- that allows for further energy to
be put into California before -- to resolve the

energy crisis as soon as possible.
PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you.
HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  Ms. Garni ca,

do you have any final responses or coments?
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to attach some pictures that go al ong with what
was i ntroduced prior, so | guess | -- why don't |
just hand this over to the Staff, or to --

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  Wbul d you
pl ease hand those to Roberta, our Public Adviser

M5. GARNICA: And | have no other
further coments.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  Ckay.

(Interpreter translates.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: Ms. Garni ca.

MR, BOYD: This is M. Boyd. | would
request Ms. Garnica keep that --

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: M. Boyd,
hang on a second, wll you.

MR. BOYD: ~-- until | have an
opportunity to speak, please.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: Robert a,
could | see those?

Ms. Garnica, these --

MS. GARNI CA: Phot ogr aphs.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  -- apparently

t hree photographs that 1'm | ooking at, are you
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sayi ng those shoul d have been attached to --

MS. GARNI CA: The Smal | wood - -

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: -- the
comments that were submitted by CARE --

M5. GARNI CA:  Yes.

MR. BOYD: That's correct.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: -- this
nor ni ng?

M5. GARNI CA:  Yes.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: By Dr.
Smal | wood?

MS. GARNICA: That is correct. Yes.

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUILLON: And am | to
understand that none of the other parties received
a copy of these?

MS. GARNI CA: No, because they couldn't

-- last night, when | was faxing them | didn't

want to fax the -- the pictures through the fax
machine, it wouldn't -- it wouldn't get them so,
| mean, you know, as -- they wouldn't neke an

i mpact on your vision if they were -- where

they're not as clear as you have themnow. So --
(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: W wi | |
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accept those photographs, and I will make them
avai |l abl e both to the Applicant and to the Staff.
They are col or photographs. | don't know how wel
they will reproduce, but we'll nmake sone
arrangenents to distribute them

MS. GARNI CA: Thank you. CARE has hard

copi es.

(Interpreter translates.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you.

At this time we now have -- are going to
take -- hear fromthe public, and we have anot her

hour and 15 mnutes to do that. W have nine
people at this hearing who have indicated that
they wish to speak by filling in the blue cards.

(Interpreter translating Presiding

Menber Keese's coments.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: W have 13
nmenbers of the public on the phone who we al so
will give a chance to nmake a coment. | will -- |
will call -- we will first hear fromsonme of the
peopl e who are here in the audi ence, and then we
wi |l | take people on the phone, and we will go back
and forth between people who are here in the
audi ence and peopl e who are on the phone.

Could | at this time find out -- | wll
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ask the people on the phone to do this for ne,

pl ease, to identify yourself, your organization

if you have one, and if all you want to indicate

i s your support or opposition, indicate that at
this time.

If you would like to speak, |let us know
that and we will put you on our |ist.

At this time | amgoing to assune that
M ke Boyd wi shes to speak

Coul d we hear from someone el se who's on
t he phone?

MR, VEI SE: Randy Wi se, from Bl ythe,
California. | don't wish to make a comment, other
than the fact that | live within a two-nile radius
of the projected plant. | amin favor. | operate
two groundwater wells, one for nmy donestic use and
one for farmagricultural use, and been shown no
significance against ny wells.

Thank you.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you, M.
Wi se.

(Interpreter translates.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Do we have M.
Fulton on the |ine?

MR FULTON. Yes, I'mon the line. |'m

PETERS SHORTHAND REPORTI NG CORPORATI ON (916) 362-2345



A W N

N o O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

in charge of the --

PRESI DI NG MEVMBER KEESE

55

Do you care to

speak, or do you -- would you just like to

characterize a position on this issue?

MR, FULTON:. | ama representative of

t he Bl ythe Chanber of Commrerce, and we just want

to put our support in. | don't wish to speak

PRESI DI NG MEVMBER KEESE

Thank you.

(Interpreter translates.)

PRESI DI NG MEVMBER KEESE

Do we have

anybody el se on the phone, please.

MR, BARROAS: |'m Floyd Barrows, |'m

Presi dent of Palo Verde Heal thcare District, and

wi sh to express very strong support for the

facility.

PRESI DI NG MEVMBER KEESE

Thank you.

(Interpreter translates.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Anyone el se?

Under that circunstance, | believe the
easiest way to handle this, we'll let Mke Boyd
nmake an opening -- your statement at this tine.

At this time you're the only one

has indicated a wi sh to speak

on the phone who

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: M. Boyd,
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bef ore you begin, please speak with frequent
pauses so that whatever you have to say can be
transl at ed

(Interpreter translates.)

COW SSI ONER LAURIE: M. Chairman, |
woul d suggest that when it cones to communications
with the individuals on the -- on the tel ephone,
that it's very -- going to be very difficult to
translate i nstantaneously. | would thus suggest
that the transl ator paraphrase foll ow ng
statenments by paragraph, as opposed to sentence by
sent ence.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you.
That's what we will do.

You heard that, M ke?

MR, BOYD: What you're saying is do one
paragraph at a tinme, and then stop?

PRESI DI NG VEMBER KEESE: At -- at
appropriate tines we're going to have the
i nterpreter paraphrase what you have said. W're
not going to do a word by word.

MR, BOYD: kay. Well, good | uck

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Well, we're
going to give you about a maxi mum of seven m nutes

here.
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MR, BOYD: That should be nmore than

adequat e.
(Obj ections fromthe audi ence.)
MS. GARNICA: Can | object to that?
PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Just M. Boyd.
We're not --

MS. GARNI CA: And just --

(Qbj ections fromthe audi ence.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Everybody here
is going to be translated. W weren't talking
about people on the phone, we were tal ki ng about
only M. Boyd. If you'd like --

(Qbj ections fromthe audi ence.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: That's fi ne.
W have a linmted anount of time. |If that's what
you'd like, that's fine.

M. Boyd, we'll translate everything
verbatim Take all the tinme you wish, M. Boyd.

(Interpreter translates.)

MR, BOYD: Just tell nme when to go.

COW SSI ONER LAURIE: M. Chairman --
just a nonment, M. Boyd.

M. Chairman, recognizing the tine
constraints, how nmuch time are you going to

provi de M. Boyd?
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PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: All right. M.
Boyd, we'll give you seven mi nutes.

MR. BOYD: That is sufficient.

(Interpreter translates.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you.

(Interpreter translates.)

MR, BOYD: Just tell ne when to begin.

(Interpreter translates.)

MR, BOYD:. kay. M nane is M ke Boyd,
and I'mthe President of Californians for
Renewabl e Energy, Inc., CARE. W're a non-profit
501C3 corporation.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: You' ve got to
st op.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. LOOFBOUROW |'msorry, | didn't get
the nane of that organization. California --

MR, BOYD: For Renewabl e Energy.

(I'nterpreter transl ates.

MS. LOOFBOUROW  Thank you.

MR, BOYD: CARE is our acronym

And the reason that CARE is involved in
this proceeding is because Carnela is a nenber of
CARE.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: That's all --
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that's all you can give, Mke. You have to just
stop after each --

(Interpreter translating

M. Boyd's conments.)

MR, BOYD: kay. At the request of
Carnel a, we have retained Dr. Smallwood to prepare
conment and provide an analysis --

M5. LOCFBOUROW  Excuse ne?

MR, BOYD: -- for this project.

(Interpreter translating

M. Boyd's conments.)

MR, BOYD: A cursory review of the
project's environmental docunents discl oses
nunerous instances of om ssion, piecenealing and
m ni m zation of both environmental and
soci oeconomi ¢ i npact on the Blythe community.

The federal code requires equa
treatnment irrespective of race or incone. CARE
contends that the CEC is discrimnating with
intent in regards to the low inconme and mnority
conmunity of Blythe. CARE contends that the sane
standards of review and mtigation are not being
considered by the CEC in regard to the | ow incone
and mnority community of Blythe, as are being

provided in the |l owincome and mnority conmunity
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of Nueva Azal ea, which is in South Gate,
California, or an agricultural conmmunity of
Sutter, California.

MS. LOOFBOUROW |'msorry, could you
repeat that.

MR BOYD: W've had --

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: He said as in
the community of Nueva Azal ea.

MS. LOOFBOUROW  Ch, okay.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Nueva Azal ea
was the first one.

(Interpreter translating M. Boyd's

conments. )

MR, BOYD: And with the agricultura
conmunity of Sutter, California. |In regards to
the civil rights of the Blythe community, the
Final Staff Assessnent concludes because Staff
determ ned that there was not a significant inpact
on any popul ation, no disproportionate inpact
anal ysis was necessary. The Blythe FSA identifies
t he popul ation of Blythe as 54 percent minority.

Now, Dr. Snallwood also did an in depth
anal ysis on inpacts, and in his inpact analysis
concl uded sone problemw th the environnenta

docunents. These include piecenealing rel ease of
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pl anni ng docunents; deferring the formul ation of
the mtigation plan to a later date, outside the
time period during which the public can
nmeani ngful | y partici pate; ignoring obvious
substantial impacts; mnimzing estinmates of
i mpacts; contriving and assessing overly narrow
ranges of alternative sites and energy generation
nmeasures, project operation and mtigation
measur es.

Ckay. Now | will give two exanples of
i npacts that were not addressed. The first of
t hese i npacts would be the creation of an
ecol ogi cal si nk.

MS. LOOFBOUROW Did you say -- could
you read the |ast two words?

MR. BOYD: What's that?

MS. LOOFBOUROW  Coul d you repeat the
| ast two words, please.

MR. BOYD: The first of these inpacts
woul d be the creation of an ecol ogical sink

(Interpreter translates.)

MR, BOYD: Ecol ogi cal sink

MB. LOOFBOUROW  Okay.

(Interpreter translating M.

Boyd's coments.)
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MR. BOYD: kay. The 16 acres of sol ar
evapor ati on ponds woul d nore than di splace 16
acres of habitat.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: One m nute, M.
Boyd.

(Interpreter translating M.

Boyd's coments.)

MR, BOYD: kay. |If you could hold
t hose pictures up now, for the public to see.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: M. Boyd, |
don't believe that they're of such a size that
anybody could really see them | would be glad to
hold themup, but | don't believe anybody can see
these from the audi ence.

MR BOYD: Well, if you could make them
available if they wish to see them

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: | will make
them avail able for review of the audience at the
concl usion of this hearing.

(Interpreter translates.)

MR, BOYD: Thank you

(Interpreter translating M.

Boyd's coments.)

MR. BOYD: The sol ar evaporation ponds

were not assessed for their role in attracting
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congregating birds which cause a bird aircraft
stri ke hazard, or BASH As | understand it, FAA
regul ati ons disallow actions that increase the
occurrence of congregating waterfow within five
mles of an airport.

In this case, the solar evaporation
ponds woul d be constructed | ess than one mle from
the end of the runway of the |local airport.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you, M.
Boyd. You have one final sentence.

MR. BOYD: |In conclusion, CARE requests
t hat ot her nembers who are speaking for the public
repeat what I'mgoing to say, which is that what |
have just said, | swear under penalty of perjury
that it is true, to the best of ny know edge. And
we have put this information in the record --

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: That --

MR BOYD: -- to prepare for a judicia
chal | enge.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: -- she's got --
we have to translate. W have to --

MR. BOYD: Thank you

(Interpreter translates.)

MR. BOYD: | only have a sentence

t hough.
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PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you, M.
Boyd.

MR. BOYD: Thank you

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: W will next
call on Maria Rubio.

MS. LOOFBOUROW  Mario Rubio, R-u-b-i-0?

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Mari a Rubi o.

MS. GARNI CA: | was just unclear on
sonething. |f sonmebody's given |ike seven
m nutes, as M. Boyd, does that nean that's
included in the translation, or is the seven
m nutes included for M. Boyd only?

(Interpreter translates.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: What | have is
| have nine people who would |ike to speak. W
have one hour.

FROM THE AUDI ENCE: Wiy is that? Wy
does this have to end at one o'clock? This is
supposed to be a public conference.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: This is a
public --

MR. BOYD: | thought you worked for the
public, that you should be there.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: This is a
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public conference.

FROM THE AUDIENCE: This is a public
conference --

MR, BOYD: But you're working for the
public. You need to -- whatever you have to go to
is not nore inportant than this neeting to these
peopl e that have cone here.

(Interpreter translates.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: That's correct.

(Parties speaking simultaneously.)

FROM THE AUDI ENCE: And | think you need
to reschedule -- go to one o' clock and then
schedul e a new hearing in Mesa Verde or Blythe --

(Parties speaking simultaneously.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: W -- we have a
translator here. W can't handle nore than one
conversation at the sane tine.

My plan is to all ow each person now,

ni ne people, if we give themeach seven m nutes,

we will finish. So | would -- if sonebody doesn't
take seven nminutes, that will |eave nore tinme for
ot hers.

(Interpreter translates.)
MS. GARNICA: | just wanted to know if

the seven mnutes is included with the
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translation, or is the seven m nutes per person

(Interpreter translates.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Seven mi nutes
-- seven mnutes per person, with translation
will get us -- will take care of the nine
wi t nesses | have here.

(Parties speaking simultaneously.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: We're del ayi ng
the start of public testinony right now

FROM THE AUDI ENCE: No, you're naking a
nockery of public testinbny by saying it has to
end at one o' cl ock.

(Interpreter translates.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Maria Rubi o.

MR. BOYD: Ed, or the -- | just have a
question, that's all. A quick question, rea
qui ck.

W -- the Intervenor filed a request for

a continuance, and we have heard no response to
that request. And that request was nmde at the
request of Dr. Smallwood, because we just got the
mtigation plan on the first.

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: |'m not aware

of any unanswered notion in this case.

PETERS SHORTHAND REPORTI NG CORPORATI ON (916) 362-2345



A W N

N o O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

67

(Interpreter translates.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Ms. Rubi o.

MS. RUBIG (Through Interpreter) Good
afternoon. M nane is Maria Rubio. | live in
Mesa Verde, 1880 Blythe Way. And | am hearing
what you are tal ki ng about the plant that you want
to build there.

Personally, | want to tell you that | --
I"ve lived in Mesa Verde for seven years, and you
want to build a plant that is going to be using
gallons and mllions of gallons of water, and in
seven years | have not been able to obtain water
for my own use in nmy own hone?

My -- | amtelling you that this is not
just. M husband built a little wheel barrow where
| carry water from Mesa, and for our own persona
use. It's less than a mile fromwhere | live from
the little town of Mesa Verde, and | have -- |
have still not been able to obtain water

| had four children. Right now!l only
have two with nme. For three gallons of water that
| carried to ny house, they're containers of 100
gal l ons each, and they would last for two or three
days. Sonetinmes at 12 -- from 12:00 o' cl ock at

night or 1:00 o'clock in the norning, water would
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run out and | would just be out of water for our
own use.

When it was hot, we were -- we felt
horrible. W -- it was extrenely hot. | have
talked to the water representatives and | have
been told that | don't belong to Mesa Verde. So
where am | supposed to go? | pay ny taxes. |
cone from Bl ythe, we spent the night traveling to
find out whether you can help ne.

Since 1994 | have been living there. |
amill. | suffer fromdiabetes. | suffer from
hi gh bl ood pressure. Sumrertine, when it's really
hot, | have to go get water and | have to wal k
about a mle and a half. | would Iike everybody
who's here today to consider that. For these
seven years ny showers have been with a can, we
pour the can over our heads, with children

Maybe you would say this is not what
we' re tal ki ng about, because you're tal ki ng about
things that are nore inportant. But to ne, that
is really inportant, for seven years | have not
had wat er.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you.

MS. RUBIG (Through Interpreter) And

would Iike you to consider that. And | want to
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t hank you.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you, Ms.
Rubi o.

Mart ha Guzman.

M5. LOOFBOUROW  Martha Guzman, G u-z-m
a-n

MS. GUZMAN. Good norning. |'mjust
going to read sonething that | sent to the
Conmi ssi on al ready previously.

(Interpreter translating M.

Guzman's coments.)

MS. GUZMAN. My nane is Martha Guznan.
I'mfromthe United Farm Wrrkers here in
Sacranmento. We went to Blythe a few nmonths ago
for another issue, and we became aware of this --
this -- actually, we were in Mesa Verde. And this
i ssue becane a big concern to us because our
nmenbership -- because our nenbership that is
primarily in Mesa Verde al so works on the area
that's adjacent to the plant. And wi thout going
to full detail of all the conversations, there was
just a conplete lack of conmunication to the
conmunity, and mi sinformation.

The Bl ythe Energy plant has a couple of

i mpacts to the comunity that we're primarily
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concerned with. And we hope that the Energy
Conmi ssion, with the plant and the city and
counties will work to mtigate them

The first one that's been brought up
earlier today is the well draw down inpacts on the
conmunity of Mesa Verde.

(Ms. Guzman speaks in Spanish to the

Interpreter.)

MS. LOOFBOUROW COh, okay. |'msorry.

(Interpreter translating M.

Guzman's coments.)

M5. GUZMAN:  And -- and the further
degradati on of the water quality.

The basic theory here is that there's no
assurance to the comunity of Mesa Verde that
ot her outlying nenbers of the comunity have.

PRESI DI NG VEMBER KEESE: |'m sorry.

Coul d you repeat that, please?

M5. GUZMAN:  There is no assurance for
the community of Mesa Verde. There is this
conmtrment to look prior to the operation of the
plant that there be a study done to see that there
will be a well inpact, a well draw down i npact.

(Interpreter translating M.

Guzman's coments.)
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MS. GUZMAN: But as all parties here
know, studies can be construed to the result that
we wish themto be. And what | nean that the
assurance that are given to other conmunities, |I'm
tal ki ng about those menbers that spoke earlier via
the phone that are -- receive their water
guaranteed, with the absence of a drought, that
is, through the irrigation district.

Mesa Verde is a conmunity service area
Not only does it have that reliability, but it
doesn't have a direct communication --

(Party on tel ephone speaking

i n Spani sh.)

MS. GUZMAN: They don't have this direct
conmuni cation like the city does, or -- and
think this was sonmething that Carnela was trying
torelate earlier. W need to have that
connection with the CEC Project Manager, or wth,
you know. That connection is currently I acking.

(I'nterpreter translating M.

Guzman's coments.)

MS. GUZMAN. And the reason why is
because we're tal king about an unconfined aquifer
here. You may do a study that nay or may not |ead

to the actual results that happen. And | believe
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that's why the Comm ssion has conti nuous
noni toring. But we need sonebody fromthe
conmunity who has a -- the whole comunity needs
to have the reassurance, but we need soneone |ike
-- fromthe comunity, like Carnmela, to be able to
speak to soneone and have direct results.

And let ne just read fromyour report.
Because the aquifer in Palo Verde Mesa is
unconfi ned, an unconfined aquifer, being an
unconfi ned aquifer, draw down causes the aquifer
to de-water within the radius of influence.
Furthernore --

(Parties on tel ephone speaki ng

i n Spani sh.)

MS. LOOFBOUROW  She's asking if she can
talk. |'msorry.

(I'nterpreter speaking with parties

on tel ephone in Spanish.)

MS. LOOFBOUROW |'m sorry.

MS. GUZMAN.  Ckay. Furthernore, there
are no states of clay layers to buffer shall ow
wells fromthe draw down inpacts of punping from
deep production wells.

(Interpreter translating M.

Guzman's coments.)
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(Ms. Guzman speaks in Spanish

to the Interpreter.)

MS. LOOFBOUROW  COkay. She's just
expl ai ning the technical words.

(Laughter.)

MS. GUZMAN:. And this is in your report,
and your Staff has an excellent job in relaying
this to you.

(Interpreter translating M.

Guzman's coments.)

M. GUZMAN: We hope that the study does
show the concerns of the commnity and that it
does result in a sure, good quality supply of
wat er, whether that be a new well or some ot her
solution that can be forned through the comunity
i nvol venent with the CEC and the pl ant.

Secondly, in the same type of
recognition of the problem but not a confirned in
witing commitnment to the problem second, the
pl ant and the CEC recogni ze that certain
em ssions, CO and NOx, are too high during
startup. Yet they are not requiring the plant to
use the best available control technol ogy. The
CEC nust ensure that the air emissions will be

strictly controlled, simlar to howit is
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proposing with the well draw down inpacts. Part
of the CEC s nonitoring rmust include a citizen
noni tori ng conponent to ensure comunity nenbers,
especially those who work adjacent to the plant,
that no emi ssions will exceed their limts.

And this is obviously a higher concern
for us, since our workers will be working
underneath the plant, and we want themto have
enough assurance and the comitment of this public
agency to be able to express their concerns and
get inmedi ate response.

COW SSI ONER LAURI E: M. Chairnman, may
| ask a question.

PRESI DI NG VEMBER KEESE:  Yes.
Commi ssi oner Lauri e.

COW SSI ONER LAURIE:  Ms. Guznan, good
norning. M nane is Robert Laurie, and |'ma
Conmi ssi oner at the Energy Conmi ssion

(Interpreter translates.)

COW SSI ONER LAURI E:  Two questions. In
reference to the persons who work in the fields
adjacent to the plant, is that a comunity of
persons different fromthe community of Mesa
Verde, or is it pretty nuch the sane comunity; do

you know?
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(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GUZMAN: They are nostly in the
conmunity of Mesa Verde. There are sone who live
i n Blythe.

(Interpreter translates.)

COW SSIONER LAURIE: In regards to the
ability to communicate with the Energy Conmi ssion
do you have the understanding that there is a
specific nenber of the Staff that is responsible
for ensuring conpliance with the conditions
i nposed on the project, if that person acts as

I'iai son between the public and the project

operator?
(Interpreter translates.)
M5. GUZMAN:  Yes. And if |'m not
m staken, | think that was a concern that was

rai sed, again earlier by Carnela, that when we do
rai se these concerns, as we do at different levels
of public invol venent, including our counties,
there is an extrene lag tine to response.

So we would Iike to see is some measures
of accountability to those responses.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GUZMAN: For exanple, if these

em ssi ons exceed their Iimts, will they be given
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one week, six nmonths, a year; what is the -- what
is the timefrane? This is a particular concern
because other plants of this magnitude do have
t hese types of controls.

(Interpreter translates.)

COW SSI ONER LAURI E:  Thank you for the
expl anat i on.

MS. GUZMAN: And just to conclude. It
is the CEC s responsibility to ensure that the
plant is a good nei ghbor by working cooperatively
with the city, the county, and nost inportantly,
the community of Mesa Verde.

(I'nterpreter translating M.

Guzman's coments.)

M5. GUZMAN: The fears that our UFW
nmenbers have of being exposed to toxic em ssions
at their workplace, and the uncertainty of having
i ncreasingly substandard water quality are not
fears any Californian should have to confront.

The United Farm Workers of Anmerica is
dependi ng on the California Energy Comm ssion's
conmtment to ensuring public health and
environnental justice for all by guaranteeing
mtigation of the above adverse inpacts prior to

approval of the project, and continuous nmonitoring
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with the conmunity invol venent.
Thank you.
PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you.

Al fredo Fi gueroa.

MR. BOYD: This is Mke Boyd. 1'm going
to depart now. I'm-- | apologize, but |I'mout of
time.

(Interpreter translates.)

MR, FI GUEROCA: Thank you very much.

Like | stated before, this is an illegal neeting.

We're here at great sacrifice. M name is A fredo
Figueroa. |'ma descendant --

(Interpreter translating M.

Fi gueroa's comments.)

MR, FI GUEROCA: To be here today, when
this nmeeting should' ve been held in Blythe, we
woul d' ve had hundreds of people there protesting,
like we had the other day --

(Party on tel ephone speaking in

Spani sh. Interpreter speaking to

party in Spanish.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON: | believe the
Interpreter just told the caller on the phone to
hang on for a minute, and she woul d get her chance

to speak. |Is that correct?
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MS. LOOFBOUROW R ght.

MR, FIGUEROCA: So we would've -- if you
had gone to Blythe, |ike the Chanber of Comrerce
called right now, they were able to gather 250
signatures supporting this plant. And we --

(Interpreter translating M.

Fi gueroa's conments.)

MR FI GUEROA: Excuse me. The Chanber
of Commerce has got 250 signatures in favor. Then
| was -- us, we were able to get 1,600 signatures
in two weeks.

And | challenge the California
Conmi ssion here, and the Blythe City Council, I|ike
we did, then, to have a referendum Let the
peopl e of Palo Verde Valley decide. Let's not
have five people -- five peopl e decide for us.

That's right. W canme over here. O
course, we had nore people that could ve cone, but
t hey were worKking.

One of our main concern is that -- also
is that 400 of our workers there are going to be
di spl aced. Now that the City Council has
recogni zed that, that they are going to dry up
their orchards, they are depleting -- they are

taking away the water to -- to have it there in
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the -- as a reserve so they could further, in the
near future, if they do, want to construct that,

t hey woul d have water, fromthe orchards.

MS. LOOFBOUROW |'msorry, in the --

MR, FI GUEROCA: That they're going to
bank it, they're going to use it as stored, store
the water that they're using right nowto
irrigate, but they're not -- they're not
irrigating the orchards no nore, because they're
going to dry up.

(Interpreter translating M.

Fi gueroa's conments.)

MR FIGQUEROA: I|I'mglad the city mayor
has acknow edged that, but he says, well, what's
the problen? They're going to plant new orchards
anyway. And neanwhile, what's going to happen to
t hose 400 people that are going to be displaced?
Ch, we've got 20 people that are going to be
enpl oyed. And what happened three weeks ago? One
of our nmjor industries in Mesa Verde, the
Richfield 76 truck stop stopped functioning
because the well went dry. The water went dry,
I'msorry.

And what's going to happen south of the

freeway? There's where 2,500 nenbers of --
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residents that live there, and I'ma | andowner
there. There's grave concern that -- to be sure
to take this under consideration. You need to
have a neeting in Blythe. | know that just the
sitting commttee was there, which we were very
glad to have had. But | was so disappoi nted when
the people fromthe Blythe Energy plant, the whole
group, had a neeting, had a secret neeting there
in Blythe, there in Mesa Verde, it was just --
this is -- this is the flyer that they handed out.
It didn't have anything concerning the Blythe
Energy Commi ssion, it didn't have anything
concerning the whole group or the Blythe -- it
just said Mesa Verde, are you -- people want to be

i nforned yourself? It said in Spanish.

And then | -- | call up to the
Commi ssion, and Priscilla -- who's Priscilla?
Anyway, and she says, yes, there was a -- the

whol e group, they had a neeting. But then | was
shocked to know that M. Shaw was there. And that
was a neeting that was conducted just by the whole
group and the Blythe Energy project. And a
representative fromthe Conmi ssion was there, and
we were never inforned.

None of us were infornmed. |In fact, they
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-- they put that article --

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: M. Fi gueroa,
one noment pl ease.

MR FI GUEROA: Yes, sir.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: We're -- do you
have a coment on the project?

MR, FIGUEROCA: Yes. W're totally
opposed to it. And we're going to fight it tooth
and nail, and these illegalities, and I chall enge,
I chal l enge the archeol ogi cal teamthat you have,
or the Comm ssion, to go down there, to let you
know how t he sacredness of our area is.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Two mi nutes.

(Interpreter translating M.

Fi gueroa's conments.)

MR FI GUEROA: Mesa Verde -- see, now
that's another illegality. | nean, | -- you know,
two mnutes, and here we cone 600 mles. M |and,
this is about the last straw. This is really the
| ast straw. And M. Shaw goes down all the way to
Bl ythe, we were never inforned. Now we cone -- we
have cone here to Sacramento. This is the first
time we've been able to conme to Sacranento. But
we' |l keep com ng.

But let me tell you one thing. W wll
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stop at nothing to nake sure that that plant is
stopped. We don't want to go to the extrenes that
the people from South Gate went. W don't want to
go the extrenes that the people from South Gate
did to stop that plant, but we will go to all the
other extremes. And like what we just finished
celebrating -- we need to celebrate that when we
stopped North Vall ey Nucl ear Toxic Dunp, and we
have to get -- we will. So you're warned that the
battl e has just begun.

I'ma descendant, like |I said, of the

Reservation there. And we didn't get off the

Greyhound Bus. So this is our sacred -- and put
in the record, | want to take you out there, |
Will just -- just show themthe truth, the truth

of our creation. The truth of civilization. W
will stop at nothing.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you.

MR, FIGUEROCA: |'mnot through yet, sir.
This group is about to be -- we have a saying in
Spani sh (speaks in Spanish.)

MS. LOOFBOUROW  Ch, gosh.

MR, FIGQUEROA: It's just one is a sinner
that kills the cow that who -- he gets it fromthe

-- (speaks in Spanish.) So you people don't want
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to be with all this -- these crinmes, these evi
crimes agai nst Mot her Nature.

(Interpreter translating M.

Fi gueroa's conments.)

MR FI GUEROCA: You will hear about these
publications. | know you're public, you want to
-- that native people are never taken under
consi deration. But those times are over. Five,
ni ne 52 year cycles of darkness are over since the
Eur opeans cane over. So I'mtelling you here, our
new -- Gray Davis is a good friend of mne. W
worked like hell for Gray Davis. | know that he's
doing all these things, but he picked the wong
pl ace and the wong people to go in there and try
to build this god-awful contam nating, 380 tons of
pol I uti on, according to your studies, 380 tons of
pol lution, according to the Staff here that says
that a 580 negawatt plant will emt.

Anot her thing that | have to say about
the Bl ythe Energy plant public relations |ady.

The ot her day, when we had around 400 people there
at acity park --

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: M. Fi gueroa.

MR FI GUEROA:  Yes, sir.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: About the
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proj ect?

(Interpreter translating M.

Fi gueroa's conments.)

MR FI GUEROCA: Yes, this is about the
project. So when we were there, the |ady said
t hey ought to just get the Border Patrol and take
themall, including the Figueroas. And that, you
can stipulate it in your record here, and the
Bl yt he Energy Comm ssion can go back to Bl ythe and
tell that lady that we are alive and well, and
anybody el se that just got off the G eyhound Bus,
and try to dictate how we're supposed to live. W
didn't cone in a G eyhound bus.

So | want to | eave you with that
comment. Like | said, where they had the illega
neeting at the Blythe Airport, you put it down
here, at status eight, status eight, how cone you
don't have our neetings that we've been having in
your status report. No. But you did put the
energy -- | nean the -- the Blythe, the energy
pl ant personnel and the whole group in status
ei ght, and being -- | nean, that the Mesa Verde
peopl e were all included.

So equal justice. Environnenta

justice. And, above all, support nother earth.
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If you don't |ove your nother, you're -- we
support the efforts of -- of public groups |ike

the California Energy Comm ssion, and that's why

we -- that's why we need, we need advocacy. W
need that, but we don't have -- we don't have a
vVoi ce.

So it's -- it's upon you to nake the

decision. Either way you go, we're not going to
go away. We're not going to go away. Sonebody
el se that just got in there is not going to
dictate to us our future for our seven
generations. See, us, we think about seven
gener ati ons.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you.

MR FIGUEROA: Well, | leave that with
you. And | wll --

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: W appreciate

your testinony.

MR, FIGQUEROA: -- really, that you have

85

the next hearing in Blythe, before you go and nake

any other deci sions.
Thank you very mnuch.
PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you.
W have six nobre witnesses who have

i ndicated they would Iike to speak

PETERS SHORTHAND REPORTI NG CORPORATI ON (916) 362-2345



A W N

N o O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

86

M. Angel, would you like to try?

(Interpreter translating M.

Angel's coments.)

MR ANCGEL: When can | talk? W'l
testify.

H. M nane is Bradley Angel. And I'm
the Executive Director of Green Action for Health
and Environmental Justice.

It's good that you have translation here
t oday, because it's sonething that you should' ve
done fromthe start of this process. And by
exanple, it shows one of the things that is so
defective and, we believe, illegal about this
process.

The Staff study that onmitted the
exi stence of thousands of residents of Mesa Verde
is a prime exanple of the illegality and
i nadequacy of the study. The fact that the Energy
Conmi ssion has failed to translate any of the
studi es into Spanish, or even summaries of the
studies, is also an exanple of the illegality of
this process.

As your Commi ssion is a recipient of
federal funding, you're subject to the provisions

of Title 6, the United States Civil Rights Act of
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1964. And under the Civil Rights Act, you are
prohi bited fromtaki ng any actions that would have
a discrimnatory or a disproportionate inpact on
peopl e of color or other |ow incone popul ations.

Your failure to translate docunents into
t he | anguage that the people in the inpacted
conmunity speak is one such inmpact. Your -- your
failure to have a hearing, so-called public
conference, in the community on your fina
proposed deci sion is another of those
di scrimnatory inpacts.

Your attenpt to cut off public comments
here today is an excellent exanpl e of another
discrimnatory inmpact. Your failure to study the
i npact on potential job |oss of farmworkers is
anot her discrimnatory inmpact. Your allow ng of
air emissions into an area that is in non-
attai nnment of air standards is another
di sproportionate inpact.

MS. LOOFBOUROW |'msorry, could you
repeat .

MR, ANGEL: Your intention to all ow
| arge anmobunts of air pollution into an area that

is a non-attainnent area is another discrininatory

i mpact .
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(Interpreter translating M.

Angel's coments.)

MR, ANGEL: Your finding of a no
significant impact is discrimnation, and makes a
nockery of legitimte studies.

M. Keese's comments a few mi nutes ago
to M. Figueroa are another exanple of
discrimnatory action. M. Figueroa was
testifying about the drying up of the orchards and
the threat to the jobs. And yet you said, M.

Fi gueroa, do you have any coments about the
project. Well, it's clear to nost people that the
drying up of orchards and inpacts on jobs is an

i mpact, and is about the project.

Now, it's true that the farm workers
have dark skins. And it's true many of themare
nonol i ngual Spani sh speakers. But their health
and their children and their jobs are every bit as
i nportant as yours. The fact is that the farm
workers are a population at risk that was not
studied. And specifically, these are workers and
peopl e who are -- live and work around pesticides
that can have ill health effects.

Where is your study that anal yzed the

cunul ative inpacts? Can anybody in this room show
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me where that was studied, where the cunul ative
i npacts of people who live and work around
pestici des were studied? But, of course, if you
bel i eve the Blythe Energy project, this gentleman
to ny right last week told ne that the pollution
fromtheir plant would end at the fence |ine.
That's an insult to nmy intelligence.

And that is why, or some of the reasons
why the California Energy Comm ssion today has
been charged by this community with violation of
the Civil R ghts Act.

If you take your job seriously, as
public servants, if you're truly interested in
finding out all the facts before you nmake a
decision, if you're interested in nore than paying
lip service to public participation, if you want
to conmply with the United States Civil Rights Act
and uphol d environmental justice, we challenge you
today to announce that there will be extended
public coment, there will be additional studies
to address the issues that have been raised. The
studies will be translated into Spanish. Notice
will be given in Spanish. And a hearing will be
schedul ed in the community.

So | hope you do that. And | think
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you're required to do that under the law. But if
you don't do that, this project will neet the sane
fate of a toxic incinerator that was proposed in
Kettleman City about nine years ago, where the
Spani sh-speaki ng public was excluded, just |ike
this, and the court threw out the environnmenta
st udi es.

But let's not have to go through the
court. Just do the right thing. Stop nocking the
testinmony of the public. They may be poor, maybe
they don't have |ots of degrees, but they know a
| ot nmore about the community than you do.

(Appl ause.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you, M.
Angel .

Mary Lou Garcia. Hello.

MS. GARCIA: Hello? (Speaks in
Spani sh.)

MS. LOOFBOUROW Could | request a
little break?

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Yes, do you
need a break? W're going to take a five mnute
br eak.

(OFf the record.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: We'll then go
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back to the people who are waiting, and we're
sorry we didn't detect your entering into this.

We had, before we started -- we're trying -- we
are translating, by the way, so please bear with
us.

(I'nterpreter translating Presiding

Menber Keese's coments.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: At the
begi nni ng of the public conment we asked anyone
who was on the phone at that tinme to identify
t hensel ves, their entity, and whether they w shed
to speak to the issue or to indicate their support
or opposition to the project. W' Il do that again
at this time. W're not asking for a statenent at
this time.

Al right. M. Rogers.

MR, ROGERS: This is JimRogers with the
City of Blythe, and the City of Blythe supports

the project certification, and especially the

SQCl O 2
(Interpreter translates.)
PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you.
And do we have a M. Garcia on the line?
MR, GARCIA: M nane is Sal vador Camargo
Garcia. And | live in Pueblo Mesa Verde
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Cal i fornia.
PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: And, M. Garcia

MR, GARCIA: | have two qui ck comments.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Ckay.

(Interpreter translating M.

Garcia's coments.)

MR GARCIA: There is a social and
environnental m srepresentation here on the way
Bl yt he Energy project negotiated for, and based on
that alone there's an ethical order of m sconduct
by Blythe City Manager, and the way -- and he
shoul d be asked to step down frompublic office at
this time.

MS. LOOFBOUROW |'msorry, could you
repeat the position of that person? City nanager.

(Interpreter translating M.

Garcia's coments.)

MR, GARCIA: And ny second conment is
that if the Blythe City Manager is |ooking for
new tax revenues, then he should be |ooking into
t he sludge waste dunping industry. That would be
an alternative for himto pick up new revenue.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you, M.
Garci a.
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MR, GARCI A: Thank you.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Do we have
anyone else on the line?

MS. DORAME: (Through Interpreter) Yes.
I am conpl etely opposed to that -- to the
construction of that plant. | want to ask you why
this nmeeting was not held in Blythe. W are al
farmworkers here, and we should -- this neeting
shoul d have been in Blythe with us, and Ms.
Garnica. A lot of the farmworkers are working
right now, and they have to work because that's
really how they support thensel ves.

And so it would be a |ot easier for you
to conme and held the nmeeting here, you would be
surprised as to how many people would show up to
| et you know that they are opposed to that -- the
construction of that plant.

| have five children, school age
children, and | have several concerns about how
the tube -- the tubing will go through, whether
there could be an explosion. | -- | amworried
about that.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Wbul d you ask
her -- you said tubing? She neant pipeline.

Woul d you ask her --
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MS. DORAME: (Through Interpreter) | was
confused. Yes, that's what | neant. She said.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you.

MS. DORAME: (Through Interpreter) |
hope that you will take my comments into
consi deration, not because we are Spani sh speakers
neans that we are less, and that | -- | truly
bel i eve that we should have this nmeeting in
Blythe. That would be the right thing to do.

Thank you very mnuch.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you.

MS. MARZO  (Through Interpreter) Wy
nane is Anna Marzo. | have -- we have been living
in this community for 25 years. | amconpletely
opposed to the construction of this plant, because
I worked in the field for 20 years, and we don't
want -- and this little town, we don't want this
little town to becone all dirty. W |ove our
fields, and we would |Iike to have a voice and a
vot e.

Wiy is it that your neetings are held so
far away where we would have to drive 11 hours?
Who nade the decisions that the nmeetings needed to
be here? Wy are you having the neetings in

Sacr ament 0?
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PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: | -- | will
interrupt to nake one comrent, that we had a broad
series of neetings and workshops in Blythe.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. MARZO  (Through Interpreter) Wy
wasn't -- why wasn't -- weren't these neetings
publ i shed? W never heard about these neetings,
and they shouldn't be held in secret. They should
be public neetings, where we could all attend.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: | recogni ze a
nunber of the people here today. Wen we were in
Bl ythe we heard from M. Alfredo Figueroa and Ms.
Carnel a Garnica at a nunber of our neetings. And
t hey gave us very good i nput at those hearings.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. MARZO  (Through Interpreter) And
why, if this is the nost inportant nmeeting, it
wasn't held in Blythe?

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON;, Wth all due
respect, | would like to point out this is
probably not the nost inportant neeting. The nost
i nportant neeting was the Evidentiary Hearings,
all of which were conducted in Blythe.

(Interpreter translates.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  Excuse nme.
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MS. MARZO  (Through Interpreter) I'm
sorry.

HEARI NG OFFI CER BOUI LLON:  The pur pose
of this hearing is to receive coments on the
Pr oposed Deci si on

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. MARZO  (Through Interpreter) Then
ny conment is that we are conpletely opposed.
Thank you very mnuch.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you.

Do we have anyone el se on the phone?

MS. VASQUEZ: (Through Interpreter) Yes.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Do they wi sh to
conment, or explain -- or give us their position
on this project.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. VASQUEZ: (Through Interpreter) |
only wanted to say that | do not agree with the --
with the plant they're planning to build here.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: And the nane?

MS. VASQUEZ: (Through Interpreter)
Margarita Vasquez.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you very
nmuch.

Al right. W will resune again with
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Mary Lou.

(I'nterpreter translating M.

Garcia's coments.)

MS. GARCIA: I'mvery glad to be here
because |I'mhere to voice the concerns of the
peopl e of Blythe and Mesa Verde. And | know that
| have a testinony nyself for this project.

And | would just like, in addition to --
to Alfredo Figueroa's coment, that we were able
to get 1,800 signhatures on a petition against the
power -- proposed energy plant in two weeks or
less. W also got 200 declarations signed in two
weeks or | ess. People personally came up to ne,
people called ne at ny house, and they -- they are
very concerned about -- about the proposed power
plant, and what will be the long-termeffects on
t hem

And, conme on, don't -- if the neetings
were -- the neetings were never publicized. W
famly and I, and other Mesa Verde residents have
been keeping up with the issue, and we -- we were
never -- we never even got one of those flyers
that Al fredo showed you. W didn't get one.

Nei ther did nmy neighbor, and neither did ny -- ny
-- both of my neighbors on both sides didn't get
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one. And that neeting was held for us?

Okay. And |'massuming, |'mjust
assum ng that everybody here knows what ci vi
rights is. [I'mjust assuming that. And they are
broader than political rights. They are natura
rights. And they have a -- a legal as well as a
phi | osophi cal basis to them

So why doesn't -- why are we being
over| ooked? Are these not our natural rights?
Are civil rights just like -- is it just an idea
now? So why are we even here? These are not ny
qguestions. These are the questions of everybody
in the comunity of Blythe and Mesa Verde. And is
not a natural right to -- to have clean air and
wat er ?

| mean, a famly, | cannot imagine a
famly that has lived for six or seven years
wi t hout water. People who supposedly, the city,
t hat supposedly provides the -- the people that
they serve for, that they supposedly provide them
wi th everything they need, these people -- these
peopl e pay taxes. These people work. These
peopl e have listed in Mesa and Blythe all their
life. But | guess none of this matters, right?

I've been hands on with this project
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ever since Friday, and -- and | see the nmentality,
they have this nentality and they have this
attitude of -- of like, oh, you know, oh, there's
l[ife in Mesa Verde. And -- and that's on
docurment, like, what is that, like what's their
nental ity agai nst -- what do they have agai nst
t hese people that oh, you know, let's just go and
dunp the power plant on them you know.

And sonebody -- one of the engi neers of
the -- of the power plant told ne they've been
working on this for three years. But then the
purpose of this power plant, right, of this energy
plant, is because it's -- it's for the recent
emergency crisis in California? Ww That's an
energency, a three-year energency? So they |ike
found the energency before -- before they got the
anbul ance out there? Do you know what |'m sayi ng?

| actually thank you for giving ne that
i nfornmati on, because you're actually just hanging
yourselves. | mean, gosh, what is this? Like,
what is this? | nmean, you're -- you're supposed
to be the people that represent your people. Are
we not people with civil rights? And you're
supposedl y, | nean, have you -- |ike, have you dug

in the Constitution, have you -- do you know? Do
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you know what pertains to us naturally, as well as

| egal I y?

This is -- thisis, | nean, this is the
reason for our complaint. And -- and |'mnot --
to tell the truth, |I have not done ny honework as

much as Carnelita, Figueroa, as well as Al fredo,
as much as Bradley Angel from-- fromthe -- from
the Green Action. But anybody, anybody who

t hi nks, anybody who -- who's an anal yti cal

t hi nker, anybody that -- that knows the way things
are supposed to go, cone on, it doesn't take a
genius to figure this out. Qur civil rights are
bei ng stepped on, and we have been overl ooked.

It's not because people don't know that
we live there. They just -- we were just, oh
ignored. It's as sinple as that. And that's why
we're filing a suit against the state. And I'm
sure you' ve probably found sonme time, you know,
sone -- a couple of mnutes in between to read it,
you know, if it matters. |If it matters.

And |'m not speaking just for the site
resi dents around Mesa Verde. |'m speaking for
everybody that lives in Blythe, |'m speaking for
the people that live in Blythe. Nobody wants the

power plant in Blythe. There's only a handful of
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peopl e. Those are the people that have been
wor ki ng behind the scenes for three years to get
-- to get ready for this enmergency, supposed
emer gency.

And | don't know if you keep up with
research studies, and -- and things of that
nature, but | have this article, that power study
questions, claimof -- denmand. But |I'mnot even
going to go there, because -- it's right here, and
there is not enough evidence. And California's
power providers --

(Party on phone speaks in Spanish.)

MS. GARCIA: -- have blamed soaring
electricity cost -- have blamed soaring
el ectricity costs on skyrocketing denand. But a
newspaper anal ysis suggests that's not exactly the

case. And basically, this article, if you would

like to see it, just covers -- it is like so --
it's just -- | nean, who can turn their heads on
this. | nean, who can say oh, there's -- there's
an energy crisis, and -- and, but, you know, we've

been planning for this, just like |I said.
And sonmebody fromthe -- | was very
upset to read this. To read this person's quote

that's fromthe Comm ssion, and he said, one can
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hardly say that this has been a very public and
open process. What does hardly mean? 1'd like to
know what hardly means. How can -- how can a
person hardly say sonething? |s he suggesting
that we can only attenpt to tell the truth? |
nmean, that's what it sounds like to ne.

And then in the sane article -- let ne
see what | can call him-- our mayor, yeah. CQur
mayor, he says that -- that the power plant is
right in between Mesa Verde and Bl ythe. When, in
fact, both of those, Blythe and Mesa Verde are
seven mles apart. And |I'msure you don't know
what Mesa Verde neans. We're on a hill, you know,
and that's where the power plant -- that's where
the power plant is at, and he said it's right in
between. It's right in between Blythe and Mesa
Verde. But, in fact, the plant is 2.3 mles away
from-- from Mesa Verde. And he said there are
few people that live right next door the power
pl ant ?

I mean, and -- and there's people even
that |ive even closer than residents of Mesa Verde
to the power plant. And those peopl e have shown
concern. But they just didn't -- they didn't know

who to go to. And now they know.
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And -- and, | mean, and then he said, he
al so said that -- that okay, | already said this,
that few people live right next door to the power
plant. That's as next door as it gets. And what
is few? | always thought a few was just a few,
right?

Come on. Common sense here. And a few
is not 2,500, or more. Right? So, cone on, we
are being overl ooked, and we have been ignored,
and this -- people are seeing that there's a group
like us that cares, that cares about what's going
on, and there's going to be Iike a link, and then
we're going to see everything that's com ng out of
the light, just like we -- | live in Mesa Verde
and | didn't know there was a famly that never --
that didn't have water there

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Ms. Garcia, we
have a few nore witnesses. Can you --

MS. GARCIA: Okay. Okay, let ne
concl ude, then.

But I'mnot concluding. [|'mnot
concl udi ng anyt hing, because there's still nuch to
be said. But | can't say it all

(Interpreter translating M.

Garcia's coments.)
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MS. GARCI A: Because | barely graduated

from high school in June. | haven't experienced
what ny parents have. | haven't worked in the
fields |like they have. | haven't worked -- | just

-- going to high school, and |I've seen these
people that work -- | didn't want anything to do
with this until Friday, when | saw those peopl e
that don't know how to speak English at ny house,
because of how concerned they are about this. And
they can't do anything about it. They cannot help
t hensel ves.

And the people, the people that -- the
peopl e that are putting up this plant, the -- the
pl anners, or whatever they want to cal
t hensel ves, the engineers, whatever they are, they
just overlook that. They know that they can just
build that power plant there, because those people

cannot hel p t hensel ves.

And | just, come on, it's not -- it's
not -- it's not sonething that you have to tear up
and nmani pul ate, and you have to investigate. |It's
there. It's there. Al the evidence is there
that our civil rights have been -- have been

i gnor ed.

(Parties speaking simultaneously.)
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MS. GARCIA: And | don't have anything
to say. | -- 1 just don't have anything to say.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you, Ms.
Garci a.

(Appl ause.)

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Howar d
Ander son, pl ease.

(Interpreter translating M.

Anderson's comments.)

MR, ANDERSON:. Good evening, my nane is
Howard Anderson. |'ma pastor of the Tenple
Garden of Prayer Church in Blythe, and Director of
the TGP Youth Instructional Center in Blythe.

I first acknow edge that | amin favor
of the energy plant. | also want to say that I'm
a resident of Blythe, |like many of the people that
is against. | certainly synpathize with the | ady
that said that she has no water. | think that's
very bad that the Mesa Verde water conpany has not
did anyt hing about that. And I just also want to
say since |'ve heard about that today, being a
conmunity invol ved person, as | am |I'mgoing to
personal ly get involved with seeing if | can do
anything to -- to call to the Mesa Verde water

conpany, to see if we can help resolve the
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probl em

The -- there will be many energy plants
built in California. | know there is a great
debat e about whether or not it is safe, and -- and

whet her or not there's great risk. But we do have
a problemof -- of an energy problem we do have
an energy problem As a resident in the City of

Bl ythe, my concern deals, and the reason why |I'm
in favor of the plant -- my concern, and the
reason | amin favor of the plant is that
according to the Bible, safety is brought about

t hrough mul titude of counseling. And with all of
t he counseling that we are hearing through the
conmunity and through the energy constituencies
that's in charge, | know that a safety decision is
going to be derived at.

The -- there will be communities in
California that is going to benefit prosperous
fromthis energy plant, whether it be in Blythe,
or sonme other town. | amcautioning all of the
Blythe residents to really give this a very good
t hought, because this energy plant is going to be
-- is going to nean nillions of dollars today and
in the future for jobs, for tax revenues.

| also want to say that the Blythe
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Energy Commi ssion and all of the Staff is in favor
of the people. | know that a safety resolution in
regards to the people is going to be reached.
Many of the ordinary citizen, as nyself, we are
not experts in the environnent, we're not -- and
we're not experts in the water systemor in the
water tables, but | believe that with all of the
laws that are in effect today, | don't believe
that -- that all of this board that is sitting
here today will cone together and deceive the
people. It's too great of a risk. There's too
many |aws in place, there's too many peopl e can
read and wite now, for anything to be overl ooked.

So nmy conclusion is | believe that when
we get through with the negotiating, a safe
resol ution going to be nade. | believe that the
Mexi can community is going to be nade to
under stand because | believe, as | was |istening
today, as a sanple of nany people that just don't
under st and about the energy plant.

So nmy conclusion is that I amfor the
energy plant, and I want all the comunity of
Blythe to know that |I'mon your side. | want the
best for you. But | don't want the City of Blythe

to mss out on the opportunities of the jobs, the
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noneys, and the revenues that poor Bl ythe needs.

Thank you.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you, M.
Ander son.

M. Hanson.

(Interpreter translating M.

Hanson's comments.)

MR, HANSON:. My nane is Quenton Hanson
I"'ma faculty menber of Palo Verde College in
Bl ythe, also the Director of the Snall Business
Econoni ¢ Devel opment Center. | don't have any
signs, like sone of the group here today.

However, the only thing I do have is Wednesday's
newspaper, that announced that another business in
town, Wnston Tires, was closing.

We have too many busi nesses that have
been boarded up in Blythe. And | can assure this
audi ence that sonme of the enpl oyees of Wnston
Tires were, in fact, Hispanics.

So let's talk a little bit about the
econom ¢ benefits of this plant in towmn. | see it
in five areas, and this isn't just about noney,
| adi es and gentlermen. | truly believe that one
way to raise yourself above your station in life

presently is through education. But it doesn't do
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us any good to have a college in town if all of
our youth wants to get degrees, |eave our area to
find jobs el sewhere.

So in the area of jobs, we're | ooking at
i mediately in excess of 200 construction workers
for a period of roughly about 18 nonths.

The second itemwas this January neeting
that was, in fact, well publicized in the
conmuni ty, both Spanish and English. W had two
very high-ranking union officials fromthe AFL-
CIO as well as the Teansters, present, informng
the community of apprenticeship jobs that would be
avai | abl e during the construction of this site.
These are all areas, mllwights, ironworkers,
nmasons, carpenters, you nane it. Wereas in the
past, sone unions have had the reputation of being
exclusionary, they are in fact opening up their
doors to apprenticeships for power plant
construction. These are jobs that'll be paying
$11 to $14 an hour, and, upon beconing a
journeyman, as nuch as $26 or $30 an hour

Now, it's true that in construction, you
sonewhat have to beconme a gypsy, as nigrant
workers on the farmdo, in that you have to foll ow

the construction jobs. But these are just sone of
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the opportunities available for the residents of
Mesa Verde, as well as Blythe and surroundi ng
ar eas.

In addition, once the plant is
operational, there will be 20 to 30 highly trained
technicians operating this plant. And while it's
very likely we don't have a single one of those
technicians currently resident in Blythe, it's
very likely these 20 to 30 individuals will, in
fact, the mpjority of themnove to Blythe. Qur
school district, K through 12, has experienced
three years of declining enrollnment. Additiona
students in our school system nmeans additiona
opportunity for those students.

In addition, this power plant wll
require periodic mai ntenance with an annual basis
and other -- and this neans 30 to 50 additiona
mai nt enance individuals coning to town to perform
thi s specialized maintenance.

That's just the jobs at the power plant.
Let's take a | ook at sone corollary benefits from
this plant.

Agreenents signed between the City of
Bl ythe and the power plant, if it should in fact

be built, ensures that we will, in fact, have a
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stable and reliable power source in our |oca
conmunity. What this neans is a terrific nmagnet
for other possible plants to locate in our
conmunity. In fact, |'ve already been approached
by about three different possible plants seeing
and inquiring just whether we will, in fact, have
a stable energy source. One of these plants
| ocated in San Diego County saw their nonthly bil
for electricity go from $35,000 to in excess of
$100, 000. That was per nonth. So this is an
opportunity for Blythe to really have a magnet for
addi ti onal opportunities for our youth in our
conmuni ty.

Anot her issue that has been alluded to
here by a prior speaker was the tax inflow,
roughly about $2 mllion a year in real estate
taxes and ot her taxes, 500,000 of that to the City
of Blythe, 1,500,000, 75 percent to the County of
Riverside. | would point out that Mesa Verde is
| ocated not in the Cty of Blythe, but the County
of Riverside. There has already been a verba
conmtrment fromthe county conm ssion that serves
our area that if, in fact, Mesa Verde or other
outlying areas cone up with projects, the county

will make an effort to spend part of that $1.5
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mllion back in the Mesa Verde and the area around
Bl yt he.

Part of the probl em has been conmunity
i nvol venent. There is great apathy out there. An
exanpl e, the residents of Mesa Verde here today,
they have a CSEA. This is a county organi zation
that admi nisters |ocal prograns, and for the | ast
two years when they've had their board neetings
t hey haven't been able to get nore than four
people to attend.

And so there's got to be sone
i nvol venent of the conmunity, not just when
there's a hearing like this, but also day to day,
as far as the operation of the | ocal governnent
entity within the area.

Speaki ng about community activities, |
under stand one of the agreenents of the Blythe
Energy project is to, in fact, provide $25,000 for
a local community conmttee to do with as they see
fit, whether it be retraining prograns,
schol arshi ps at college, or what have you.

Now, | ooking over the proposed plant --

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Al npst - -

MR, HANSON: Two nore minutes?

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Two nore.
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(Interpreter translating M.

Hanson's comments.)

MR, HANSON:. -- proposed plant, | do
have one area of issue that | have -- would |ike
to take issue with. And that is stipulation BIO
12 and BIO- 13, on page 178. BIO 12 and BIO 13

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Page 1387

MR HANSON: 178. In this BIO we have
roughly $92,580 being paid to the Desert Tortoise
Preserve Committee, and $25,000 to, once again
the Desert Tortoise Preserve Committee or the
Rancho Santa Ana Botani cal Garden, for tortoise
habitat. The reason for being -- this nobney being
paid to organi zations outside of our conmunity was
that we apparently do not have the experts
locally. | would take issue with that.

I've handed to your Staff and to the
Applicant, as well as I'Il turn it over to the
officers, a BIOfroma local biologist, as well as
a BIO on his consultant, who is an expert on
desert tortoise habitat, and | would like to
suggest that | w sh this noney had been kept in
the Blythe area so our children could benefit from
t he habitat, because |, too, recognize the

econom ¢ di sadvant ages we have in our comunity,
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and therefore a | ocal habitat woul d benefit our
| ocal children.

Finally, two points before | close. |
would Iike to urge that a | ocal biologist be used
at least as far as this bird count, bird
nonitoring programthat's required. And as M.
Ander son spoke earlier, | take confort in the
Bl ythe Energy project in that they are owned by
Cai t hness Energy, and that this conpany has a
hi story of being involved in geothermal, solar and
wi nd generated energy, and so therefore, nore than
any other conpany, | believe this conpany has sone
sense of the inportance of the environment.

And | realize that all comunities
basi cally have the NIMBY effect, not in ny
nei ghborhood. But |, too, have been watching this
proj ect devel op over the past two years, and as
when you find in an airplane you have to have
confidence that the pilot knows what they're
doi ng, | have to have confidence in the experts
that have done these environnental studies, and so
forth, and the PUC, and so forth, that they know
what they are doing. And perhaps that is the
greatest fear in our conmunity, is a lack of faith

in the experts and the governnent officials that
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we nmay in fact have.

| strongly urge approval of this project
as expeditiously as possible.

Thank you for your tine.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you, M.
Hanson.

Well, we have two speakers |left, and
evidently soneone on the phone. | apologize for
as long as it's taken, but M. Gotke. | hate to
keep you towards the last. And then we'll -- then
we have Bel da Cabal | ero.

(Interpreter translating M.

Grotke's coments.)

MR, GROTKE: M nane is Chuck G otke.
I'"'ma menber of the Blythe City Council, and I'1l]
be very, very brief.

I"'mhere to reaffirmthe conplete
backing of the City Council of the Cty of Blythe
for this project, the hope that it will not be
del ayed and can go forward as schedul ed, and the
belief that it is good for the entire comunity.
That is Blythe, Mesa Verde, and the Pal o Verde
Val | ey.

Thank you for your hearing.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you very
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nmuch.

Ms. Cabal l ero.

(I'nterpreter translating M.

Cabal | ero's coments.)

MS. CABALLERO. Hello. M nanme is Belda
Cabal lero. |'ma resident, a resident from Mesa

Verde. And nmy main concern --

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Wbul d you speak
alittle closer to the mcrophone so we can hear
you?

MS. CABALLERO  Sorry.

M5. LOOFBOUROW  Excuse ne, could |

interrupt? Could you ask if there is anybody here

who doesn't speak Spanish? | think nmost of the
people are gone. | don't -- | don't know.

MR, GALATI: | think the people on the
phone.

(Interpreter translating M.

Cabal | ero's coments.)

MS. CABALLERO. Okay. M nmmin concern
is with this power plant that they're going to
build, that it's going to | eave 300 peopl e without
a job, which this -- these people, that's all they
know how to do, pick Ienbns. | understand that

there was a business that closed in Blythe,
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Wnston Tires. | understand there is, you know, a
| ot of Hispanic people that also work there. But
has the president of the Palo Verde Coll ege, you
know, taken in consideration that those people do
speak English, they do know how to read, they do
know how to count. Al these people that pick

| emons do not know how to count, know how to read?

| mean, these people, | know | know how
to speak English. | know | was born here. A |lot
of these people, like |I said, don't know. And

they're really, really scared about what they're
going to do after this happens. I1'msure if al

of you guys were to | ose your job, you guys would
be at the sanme place | am standing right here,
trying to stop whatever they're doing that's going
to make you | ose your job.

My not her, which is Maria Rubio, she
spoke that we haven't had water for seven years,
and that is true. W talked to the County of
Ri versi de, asking, hey, you know, can you help us
out, what can we do, what's -- what does it take
to get sone back, you know, backup here. How do
we go about getting some water? They denied us.
So ever since that, we would have to, you know,

carry our water from about two mles away.
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Sonetimes, when | would go to school at 6:00 a.m,
hey, we woul dn't have water. Guess what? | was
going to be late to school, because | had to go
drive two mles to go get ny water

Now, they're supposed to punp out so
much, you know, gallons of water each year, and
yet some of the residents in Mesa Verde don't even
have water? And nost of these people that are
agai nst this are Hi spanic, as you guys have heard.
So | don't know if it's a race thing, but | sure
believe that's what it is. | nmean, | don't see --
| don't see, you know, any -- |I'msorry, but white
peopl e, you know, not wanting this plant, because
they couldn't go and get another job

Like | said, these Hi spanic people don't
know any better. And that's really all |'ve got
to say. And | want to thank M. Anderson -- M.
Ander son, for, you know, taking his tinme and say
he was going to go and try to work sonet hing out.
Thanks a lot.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you very
nmuch.

Do we have anyone still on the phone?
You nay have to ask.

(Interpreter translates.)
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MS. LOOFBOUROW  Maria Rodriguez? Okay.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Maria, we have
finished with all our wi tnesses here at the
Conmission. | believe you're the only one on the
phone?

(I'nterpreter speaks to parties

on the phone in Spanish.)

M5. LOOFBOUROW  Three.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Wbul d you
pl ease -- would any of you like to express your
position on this and a statenent, if you -- a
brief statement, if you'd |ike?

(I'nterpreter translating M.

Rodri guez' conments.)

M5. RODRIGUEZ: | live in the Mesa Verde
conmunity. This is Maria Rodriguez. | would |ike
themto build the plant closer to the desert,
because | don't want to be left without water. |
am opposed conpl etely, because nmy whole famly
works in agriculture.

You tal ked about providing jobs for --
for people in this new plant, but the jobs are
going to be for others, not for the people who
live here. Because we are not really educated to

do that kind of job, are you going to provide
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training for these kinds of jobs?

That's all | wanted to say. Thank you
very much.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you.

(Interpreter translating M.

Luna's coments.)

M5. LUNA: | work in -- | livein
Blythe. | work picking | enbns, and | have heard

the testinony of several people there stating that
nost of the people who work there don't know how
toread or wite. W work picking | enbns, and we
don't want this plant to take away our jobs and we
don't want the health of our children to be
affected

If you have so much noney to build this
project, why don't you nove it to the desert where
you woul d not be affecting anybody?

Thank you very nmuch. That's all
wanted to say.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you very
nmuch.

And we have one nore.

(I'nterpreter translating M.

Cardenas' conmments.)

MS. CARDENAS: Wy, if this plant is
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going to be built in Mesa Verde, why are you
havi ng the neeting in Sacranento? Wy coul dn't
you conme and neet with us here, if the plant is
going to be built here?

And | -- | agree with the |ady who just
tal ked, and suggested that this plant be built far
away where we -- it would not really interfere
with any -- anybody here. W feel that they are
not really considering us, just because we are | ow
i ncome people, they really don't care what we
think. They just want to build this plant.

There are many people here who don't
speak English. The jobs that are going to be
avail able are not for us. So this plant is really
not benefitting any of us. W are just going to
be affected, not benefitted.

And that's -- that's ny point of view,
and ny question is why is it that we don't count,
is it because we are ignorant, why -- why is it
that we don't count.

Thank you.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you.

M5. RIOS: Hello, we have one nore call
Hell o, ny nanme is Shelley Rios. | amthe current

presi dent of the Associated Student Body at Palo
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Verde Col | ege.

MS. GOMEZ: My nanme is Goria Gonez.
Hello? | would like to speak, is that okay?

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Briefly, two
mnutes. Let's hear fromthe --

MR, ANGEL: Wy are yo limting people
when the people in favor, | notice that they were
not --

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: M. Angel --

MR, ANGEL: You just said --

MS. RICS: Excuse ne. Am|l going to be
permtted to speak?

MR, ANGEL: Let them speak. Notice the
contradiction.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: M. Angel

HEARI NG OFFI CER FAY: If you'll shut up
we'll let her speak.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: We'll hear from
the student --

MR, ANGEL: All right.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: -- we'll hear
fromthe student at Pal o Verde.

M5. RICS: H . 1've been listening to
this since we began. 1'd like to start by letting

you all know that | have great respect for those
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that would wish to speak for the entire Hispanic
popul ation of Blythe. | ama Hispanic resident in
Blythe. | ama student at Pal o Verde Col | ege.

And | can tell you first-hand, do we educate al
those? W offer ESL classes, which is English as
a Second Language. W cater to |low income through
EOPS and non-credit courses at no cost.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Stop one nonent
while we translate.

(Interpreter translating M.

Ri os' conments.)

M5. RRCS: And I'd like to let you al
know that this Blythe power energy project is in
full cooperation with the college to educate those
and train those for these positions. For anyone
that woul d say that these jobs are not to be nade
available to them-- not to take these jobs,
because the training will be avail abl e.

I amin full support of this Blythe
Energy project. And | want to thank you for your
time.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Okay. Thank
you very mnuch.

What was the | ast nanme?

M5. RICS: Rios.
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PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you.
Do we have one other person on the |ine?
(Interpreter translates.)

MS. GAMEZ: M nane is GQoria Ganez, G

a-me-z.
(Interpreter translating M.
Ganez' coments.)
MS. GAMEZ: Yes. I'mcalling because we
-- we do not want that -- we don't want the energy

pl ant here, and because that will affect us, and
the whole -- | mean, the whole -- | nean,
everywhere. And all the people and everything.
And we do not want the plant here.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: |s that -- is
t hat your conmment?

M5. GAMEZ:  Yes.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you very
nmuch.

I's there anyone el se on the phone?

MS. PEREZ: Yes. Maria Perez.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: What is your
name? Your comments?

MS. PEREZ: Yes. |'m opposed for you
havi ng the energy plant here in Blythe, because

you don't take into account in a conmmunity and al
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the children that live here. That's why | don't
want it to be -- have it here in Blythe.

(Interpreter translates.)

MS. PEREZ: Yes, that's it.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you very
nmuch.

MS. SANCHEZ: (Through Interpreter) Hi
My nane is Maria Sanchez.

| don't agree that you should build the
pl ant here, because we would all be affected. |
would Iike themto build the plant out farther
fromBlythe, because it will contam nate our city.

That's all.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you.

MS. SANCHEZ: (Through Interpreter) Have
a good day.

PRESI DI NG MEMBER KEESE: Thank you. The
sane.

Do we have anyone el se on the phone?

Hearing none, having arrived at the hour
of 2:10 p.m, we have heard fromall the w tnesses
who cared to speak on this issue. Thank you, this
neeting is adjourned.

(Thereupon the Comittee Conference

was adjourned at 2:10 p.m)
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