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Re: Carrizo Energy Solar Farm, Docket No. 07-AFC-08, Biological Surveys 

Dear Mr. Fontarva: 

On March 26, 2008, the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) submitted a 
letter to the Califcrrr~ia Energy Commission expressing certain concerns regarding the 
potential impacts of the Carrizo Solar Energy Farm on plant and wildlife resolurces. A 
copy of that letter is enclosed for your information. As summarized below, CDFG 
recommends that additional surveys be completed to obtain sufficient information to 
proceed with the impact analysis. California Energy Commission staff has been in 
consultation with CDFG and concurs with the recommendations set forth in the CDFG 
letter. 

Per CDFG, the surveys conducted in 2007 were comprorrrised due to a low rainfall year, 
causing poor survey conditions, which resulted in an unreliable characterization of the 
biological resources present on the project site. As more fully explained in the CDFG 
letter, the following additional 2008 field surveys should provide the Energy 
Commission, CDFG, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) sufficient rrnforrnation 
to complete the biological resources analysis of the Carrizo Solar Energy Farm 
Application for Certification, assuming the appropriate CDFG and USFWS silrvey 
protocols are followed: 

1. 	Blunt-nosed leopard lizard (BNLL) protocol-level survey. The BNLL survey 
protocol,' including use of reference populations, is the standard required to ensure 
that no "take" of this fully-protected species (i.e. state and federal endangered 
status) occl-lrs. 

2. San Joaquin antelope squirrel protocol-level survey. A focused survey is 

recommended for this State threatened species. 


3. 	Small mammal trapping surveys for potential nocturnal species, including the short- 
nosed kangaroo rat, Tulare grasshopper mouse, and other potential species 

1 The California Department of Fish and Game's approved (revised May 2004) survey methodology for 
the blunt-nosed leopard lizard. httrrt:llwww.dfa.ca.~ovlwildlifels~eciesldocslBN pdfLLrevised~rot~~col. 
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including any state species of special concern. Rodent burrows are known to occur 
on site and the appropriate surveys and trapping are needed to determine which 
species use those burrows. A small mammal trapping proposal should be prepared 
for CDFG approval. 

4. Botanical inventory survey per CDFG and USFWS protocols. Protocol plant surveys 
would inventory all species which occur on the site. Surveys should use, reference 
sites to ensure that rare species which occur in the vicinity, or that are likely to occur 
on site, are d~dectable during surveys. 

5. Western spadefoot toad breeding survey in the drainage on laydown area, if water is 
present during breeding season. The western spadefoot toad is a state species of 
special concern. 

The above list is only a summary; please refer to the CDFG letter for complete details. 
We request that the applicant consult with the CDFG and the USFWS to ensure that the 
correct survey pmtocols are followed, including use of appropriate reference sites and 
reference populations. In addition, please note the importance to Ausra of completing 
these surveys in as timely a manner as feasible and appropriate to minimize the impact 
on the project schledule. 

Sincerely, 

TERRENCE O'BRIEN, Deputy Director 
Energy Facilities Siting Division 

Enclosure 






































